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He inceſſant and importunate inculcation Y - 
38 this monition b the miſerably deluded 
ker look to the light within you] not difti 
SY £x»jbing but confounding it with Chri . wa 
us thereby — e te conceive, that t 
2p knowleds no other Chriſt as their — 
bus ſucha . they have imagined 
Wobr in them, eng] 7 ented CNS cauſing one of the 
weſt pernicious Sc Schiſmes of aur dayes, in dr many weak, 
web perhaps well meaning ſoules.to negledt Seri purer, Mini- 
255 ſetled Teachers, Chriſtian-Church-C onomunion — 
tends 10 Atheiſme, irreligion; and perdition] moved me at firſt 
; reach, and farce to compoſe for the Preſs theſe « — 
mi. In which I have endeavoured to ſhew Chrif# to 
* i the trat univerſall lighting Light, andthe 2 
. of that magnified Light in each, which thoſe forevamed 
g perſons with tht aſertors of univerſall grace aui ſelſe- 
7 ibobng freewill of man have avonched. It i charged hotly 
mam on. theſe whom they term Anabaptiſts, though not 
a if they were Authors or Fautors" of this 4 of 
Quakers and much te that purpoſe was objetted agdinſt my 
mY by that. Reverend Brother, whoſe Epiſtle us (prefixed to 
theſe Sermons, in his Leer tome, w e by me in 
634, Section of the 3*. part of 12 Review imiitled Antipœ- 
| oe dobaptiſm, . 


, A 


410 in 0 
Tthy' « «th have made 


— — by my . in that Section, together with the 


5 e 755 hel * the truth will be cleared, and my ſelf 
2 rethren who joyned with me in the Na, 
1 2 from theſe 7. ſurmiſes and 2 


4 eur deviſions faking 6 
h if I were 775 upon the lane weary Aly. of 25 2 
8 ods Elec, Ce for 57 The Author 41 
4 . le hereto annexed. imputes the riſe or ſPreadi * 
3 and viſions of the g 
attice, for the undermining and 
GARY Chriſt in th Nos and this 
2 of the „ and 3 _— much __ * 
tian of P as the meanes to deli 
Bene ele nom near du utter deflru/tion 34 
, of - Princes and plots of Romiſhs Agents. 
hope the Lord will net ſo deſert the Parliament , your * 
00974 x ar ang aher of the aſſertors-of our juft Liberties, @ 
18 allow (och 4 Liberty, as will bring the whole State and 
dle Charches of God imo the ſervitude of the Roman 
fine. e have had experience of their and Fa. 
tens devices by them; their implacable batred of all tha 
Aulice not the and” a piece of Bread, to make 1 
$477 how we permit ſuch Serpents to bye in our boſomes. 
. ny boyd a 
fort of wen, that oer yet appeared in the world, eſpecialy ts 
really. godly Perſons , ſhould alarm and awaken us to le- 
2 ſeluas, afore it be tos late of preventing their 
8 w. And fin Quakeriſm & but 4 pe 
ſter ne E 
endanttedty fi 
ius ew Colours 
«gs be bad on Quakers, «4 that the Preaching of ta | 
Goſpe 
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, which Engliſh Proteſtants would } 
againſt to the death , if it marched under * 
and Leaders, it i neceſſary that (wch an . 5 | 
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be not bindred by them, nor iv Aa 4s 
Ws apreff thoſe, whom they revile and hate without à cauſe. 
peer the falſehood of the chief foundations of Popery 
Ty + poſed 5 the Roman Church, the Su- 
eic of the Pope, and the truth of their unwritten tra- 


I have written 4 Book now in Pre b which bath 
le of the ſame 1 Brother ( 
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To the Reader. 1 


1 F chou live in England, it's like thou haſt heard of fif 
not ſeen) that new and r 
called Quakers : And if thou be one that haſt not [of 
a thy girh and wit, I may preſume that thou art prieyz( 
w_ for their folly and impiety, and wondereſt at their 

brazen-faced impudency, and lamenteſt the diſhonour which 
bring upon the Chriſtian name, and bluſheſtatthem as the Nations 
ſhame. But all underſtand not their originall and tendency : who 
ſends them forth; and what is their deſigne. Had there been no 
other diſcoyery of theſe, they are legible enough in their do&rines 
and their workes. He that is no ſtranger to Popery, and is con. 
verſant in the writings of the Fryars and Ieſuites, may perceive 
who taught them their doQrine of univerſal! ſufficient light; of 

perfection, againſt imputed righteouſneſs, of the neceſſity of a 
infallible judge; that concupiſcence antecedent to conſent is'no 
ſin; their undervaluing the Scriptures, and many the like. The 


* 


1 of the Papiſts and Quakers is to take off che people 5 kr 


the holy Scriptures, and from the Reformed faithful! Mi. 
ſters. This is none of the work of Chriſt, who teacheth his Piſei 
ies by bis Spirit, Word, and Miniſters conjunctiy. He thet would 
— Miniſtry, would bave no Church and no Chriſt : Agd he 
chat would have another Church and Miniſtry, in reafon ſhould tel 
us plaiuly whichis the Church and Miniſtry which he would have, 
If it be the Papal, why do they not ſpeak out and ſay ſo : doth jug- 
ling ſuit with matters of eternall life or death? If it be not the Papal 
but the Quakers, it cannot be the Church and Miniſtry of Chriſt. 
For the Church and Miniſters of Chriſt have been not only conſpi 
ous ſince his Aſcenſion and ſending the Holy Ghoſt, but alſo vie 


been that part of the world which providence hath tendered, aal 1 an 


for which the earth hath been ſuſtained, and for whoſe happineſ- 
mans | 45 


% 


"_ To the Reader. =; 
ö A. ffrhir ebe. But the Church (if they have 4 
I bit about ten or twelve years old at utmoſt; unleſs the Wei 
5 «x Paracelfians, Behmeniſts, and the reſt of the Fanaticks in Ger- 
1} or the Familiſts | in England and New-England may be ac- 
: bred rheir progenitors : And yet their Church will not be found 
1 be of two hundred years continuance. Indeed Stable (Sir H. 
bon Vindicator) had neither wit, nor modeſty, nor 
; fe "a pugh co reſtrain him, from telling the world (in his wolic 
ge that it was worantly f. «4 ot me, that 1 
5 19 in ü. till a 18 ago] an 
| 0 5 to the ralit of their 2 and Pt ng he 
Y oW. it out Ae 1 4 ang can be 
| * n can plead more for chem: ves from the firft two hundre, 75 
ert, then EE: 142 5 fer Fy preſent wy * laid 
9 rlafting Reſt, or the Conte of t em- 
EZ te 1 produce theſe 'Records 1 Such 
aher ſerved bim to avow, that the holy A- 
DN e 
thoughts. Some mina 2 an 
4 * che world ſince the TN 4 
(© times were freer from them then * more 
4 55 her then and Ks Apoſtles, however Saran wou'd 
: bi . lir to bis impieries, or diſcr to the Goſpel by his apiſh 
| 4 | _ The witneſs oſtheir late Leader James Naloris regar- 
bo in his Recantatiou N are ¶ Unclean Spirits 
. 121 tra h and 1 which we oy bre 
7 dinto one C brift Jeſus, Head over all bis, bleſſed 
K hath 2 realy Aer wilde 


5 „ innocent Spirit ue and —4 2 onls de- 
pipe | ck that the f. the murderer and de voarer is — 


be lifes Cadin bis Temple ; which thou þ they ſeek, entrance 
6-27 {2h bumulity av. 5 we hu ings, and more be- 
7 * , te ſteal inta fim being got in, exalts 

© ſeed of God, and 3 * meek. 5 vnde r 

4 y 2 75 (ſaich he) 10» hall A percei ve that Spirit, ba- 
1 5 rerends it will ſeeretly withdraw your entire love from the fleck 
| drigdy gathered, and col, your 1 and au t 

Fur meet ings aud if you judge it nit theres it ni grow in 


r. te pie unt for their failings; and 10 delight to 22 
them 


To the Reader. | 
them with an hidden joy, whiſpering them to others, and adding there. 
unto, With a deſire to ſee them inks, and their nakedneſs laid open, 
if any thing be amiſs. And thus it hath wrought in a myſtery of wie- 
kedne(s in ſome unjuagee, untill it be ſeated in the throne of open em. 
ty and ſtrife againſt the Lambs of Light, prejerring the ſociery ef the 
propbane before them, and taking part therewith againft them, joyn- 
ing to any who ſeek to ſcatrer them. And whatever pretence this I- 
rit covers it ſellf with, this I declare againſt it, (having been ke by 
the good hand of God, to ſee it revealed in its ground and end) * Wo 
i the old Spirit of the Ranters, which now in a new way makes head 

ainft the Light of Chriſt and life of the Croſs, which is the only 
this that ſtands in its way, by condemning its 'filthineſs in 'every 
confeience 

Thus ſpeaks Fumes Nailor, after his lamentable experience, and 
the Papers he hath written ers- me and others) for their way, 
And yet his followers will not be undecei ved, nor follow him in his 
Recantation. 

Had they their will againſt the Miniſtry in this Land, would it 
promote the Goſpel, andthe ſalvation of the people? Who would 
inſtruc them publikely and privately? As conſtantly, and dil 
ly, and ſoundly, as now they are inſtructed? If there were joy in 
Well, what joytull ridings would it be to the infernal Spirits, to 
heat of the accompliſhment of the deſires of the Quakers, and their 

? | 


The accuſations againſt us, which the grand accuſer of the Rre. 
thren hach 8 eir mouthes, are partly from our hearts (un. 


known to them) and partly from our duties ( imputed to us for 
our crimes) and partly from our affli&ions (in which they ſhould 
rather compaſſionate us, then reproach us) 

Yeſterday in the Congregation and the ſtreets, a ſtranger that 
never ſaw my face before, cryed out ¶ The judgment of the Lord 
is gone out againſt thee, thou hypocrite, thou painted Sepulcher, 
that haſt an outſide of humility, but an inſide of pride; an outſide 
ee bur within is envy, wrath, malice, and all wicked 

in the day of thy miſery thou ſhalt remember me. ] When ! 
heard the man, I bleſf:d God that had cauſed me to be contented 
with bis own approbation, and given me the teſtimony of my con- 
ſcience, that my ſoul, and life, and all that 1 have is devoted to 


him, and that I have a moſt juſt heart ſearching Judge, chat yt | ; A : 


To the Reader. 


aſſions of a Father. AgdI wondered that ſin ſhould 
et prevail far with men, as to harden them to ſo open and im- 
Nen an uſurpation of the prerogative of God, while they pre- 
| read to know the hearts of men, as ſoon as they ſee their faces. 
a thought wich compaſſion on the ſtate of weak unſetled con- 

ences, that are like young Horſes among Drums and Guns, that 
xefrightened meerly by a noiſe. As if any man that could but re- 
eat. a Scripture · threatning, and ſpeak terribly, and counter- 
it himſelf a Propher, ſhould frighten us from our peace and 


Io che com 


And it isvur very — and labours for our peoples ſouls, 
Wache principal thing they hate us for : And the more laborious 
ind faichfull any man is, the more maliciouſly do they oppoſe him; 
ing incomparably more patient with a Whoremonger, or Drunk- 
or prophane Worldling, then with ſuch, So that our dili- 
(to ſtrictly commanded us by God) is with them our crime. 
3 not (as the old worldly Readers did) follow the Plow 
id Cart, and labour about earthly buſineſs, when we ſhould be 
ing the ſpiritual work that we are engaged in, and that our peo- 
| s require, though we are commanded to [| meditate upon 
"theſethings, and give our ſelves wholly to them] 1 Tim. 4. 15. 4 
- Miniſter of Jeſw Chriſt, being one that is nowriſhed up in 
1 of faith and of good deftrine, whereto they do attain. ] 
..6. | | 
The great word by which they think to make us odious to the 
people ng on their carnal minds and intereſts) is that we 
be Mirelings, becauſe (forſooth) we bargain for ſo much, or elſe 
vill not preach. But Satan is a Jiar: By Gods aſſiſtance, we 
ul preach while we have life, and ſtrength, and liberty, though 
ſtead of maintaining us, they ſpit in our faces, But we dare not 
encourage our people to be ungratefull Monſters, nor ſacrilegious 
bee ves, to derain the Tithes or Glebe that never was their own, 
r they nor their Fathers never paid for, nor had the leaſt pre- 
tence of title to. For my own part I never took Tithe, by ſuit or 
forceto my ſelf, and reſolved ſtill that I never would do it: but it 
exerIwere put to ſuit, I give order to the Collectors, to give all 
that they recoyer to the poor, with all the damages and addition, 
* % neither I may have Tithes by Law-ſuit, nor the wicked 
Vorlidlings be cacouraged to damn _= ſouls by facril:dge, while 
7 1 
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Leonniv? at it. And fure 1 am that it was God that told the 
Iſraclites, Mal. 3. 8, 9. They were curſed with a Arſe, even the 
. while. Nation, for robbing Cod in Tithes and Offerings. And that 
Chriſt ſaich to the Tithers of Mint and Cummin, Mar, 23.23. 
T heſe things ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other and: 
And that the primitive Chriſtians ſold ef, and laid at the Apoſtle 
feet, for the maintenance of themſelves and of the poor: And that 
the Holy Ghoſt hath fully decided che controverſie, 1 Cor.. That 
we have po wer to forbear working, verſ. 6. Ard not te go on war. 
fart at our own charges, verſ. 7. And that the Law about Chnrch- 
maintenance is ſo tar from being repealed, that a proves he 
ſaich vor theſe things as 4 men, becauſe the Lm durh ſpeak the ſame, 
verſ. 8. The Ox « not t be muzzled that treadeth ont the Corn; 
which God ſpeaks in care of hi Miniſters aud Churches, though 

Quiakers ould have more care of xn. Do we not knew that t 
which miniſter about holy things, live of the things of the Temple! 
(even on a ſtated maintenance) and = which wait at the Altar, 
are 27 with the Alur ? Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, tha 
they which" preach the Goſpel, fuowld live of the Goſpel, verl. 13, 
Is it a crime to eat and be cloathed ? Or are: Miniſters moſt un- 
worthy of their daily bread? Shall Lawyers and Phyſicians kye on 
their profeſſions, and only ce Preachers ofthe Goſpel be thought 
unworthy of any competent maintenance in the world ? Or will 
nor Chrif (that will reward a cup of coli water given to his ſervants, 


taking it as doe to him) ſeverely one day reckon with theſe un- 
thankſull men, that uke competent maintenance to his Mi- 
niſters, and made it their reproach that they live? When be had 
generally required, C. J. 6. 6, 7. [Let him that is taught in the 
Word, communicate unto him that teac heth in all good things : Be 
nor deceived, God is wor mocked : for whatſoever a man ſeweth, that 
Ball he alfo * J And yet we deſire none of their communica» 


tions: but onſy that they deny us not that which never was their 
own. 

But they fay, that heir Teachers are content with food and ra. 
ment; and ſo ſbonld we. To which 1 anſwer, we are content with 
it: Wherethere is one Miniſter that hath much more, I believe 
there is ten, if not twenty that are hardly put to it, to have ordi- 


nary food and raiment for themſelves and famiſies: And 0 
t 


* he enabled to relieve the poor, or to breed up their children 


| 
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) roſome honeſt trade, it would not have been grudged 
ir their holy doctrine had not firſt been hated, and A- 
-poſtares proved more ungratefull Monſters, then many Turks or 
_.- ou 

The Afflictien with which they reproach us, is, the unreformed- 
aſs of our people; They tell us, as the Papiſts do, that e av 
an rrted by ] Miniſtry, But how ill the Lord will take it ar 
heit hands to blaſpheme che workings of the Holy Ghoſt, and de- 
is grace, that manitellerh it ſelf in thouſands of bis ſ 

u to put che name of Satan on the ſheep of Chriſt, theſe wretck 
ate ſhorcly like to know, to their everlaſting horror, if repen- 


ee it not. To our joy, and the praiſe of the grace of 
and 


d, we fee (though not in all places alike) ſo many hundreds 
zouſands of ſouls converted, within theſe few years by our 
Viniftry, that all the malicious Spirits in Hell, and flandetous 
pes on earch, ſhall not deprive us of our comfort, nor God 
of the honour, nor theſe converts of the barg hergof,' _ 
"Bur what it ſome Miniſters do labour leſs encour 
ind ſucceſs ? Is chat their fault? Oris-it long of wicked 32 
And of flanderers that reproach their Miniflry 2 When. Chriſt bid 
lis Apoſtles Þake off the duſt of their feet againſt the 1etuſers. of his 
Goſpel, and told them, it ſhonld be more eafie for Sodom in the 
if judge ment, then for them; would they have caſt this as a re- 
— . upon the Apoſtles, which was the fin and dreadfull miſery 
& the people? O what deceivers of poor ſouls are theſe > That 
'would turn the eyes of obſtinate ſinners thus from the neg of 


their own iniquities. And what | Are we better then the A ? 
Andchen Chriſt himſelf > How few did he convert, that ſpake as 
tever man ſpake ? How many thouſand remained malicious cruel 
memes ? And how many places did the Apoſtles preach in, where 
they converted not one (1think) for a hundred, that ſome of us 
ſee converted in one Pariſh ? And why do rot the Papiſtsand Qua- 
lers obſerve, how they condemn their own Miriſtry by this Ar- 
gument ? Do they make Papiſts and Quakers of all where 
me? How few do they win in a whole Countrey? 1 have here 
Mowed them to di ſpute in publike; and they frequently preach 
ind rail in the Market place: and yet it is but a few weeks, ſince 
they paſſed through this Town with this Lamentation. [ 1Whaz 
B 2 miſeralte 
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convert one ſonl in them! ] And yet to makea man a Quaker, is a 
far eaſier matter then ro make him an honeſt godly man: as it's 
eaſier to make a man an uncharitable railer, then a meek and cha- 
ricable Chriſtian, | 

Their great pretence, when they diſhonour the Scripture and 
the — is to lead men to 4 Lig bt or Mord of God within them; 
and this is their cry in our Aſſemblies and our ſtree:s | Hearken to 
the Light and Word within you : ] and the ſ«fficiency of this they 
clamorouſly defend , and accuſe us grizvoully for contradicting 
them. But what mean theſe dark contentious men, when their 
words are freed from conſuſion. Do they affirm that all men have 
the /ight of Reaſon ? And who denieth it of any, but Ideots and 
Iafants? Do they maintain that Reaſon by the help of naturaſeyi- 
dence in the creatures, may know much of God and duty, even ſo 
much as to leave men without excuſe, at the barre of God? Ard 
who denieth this? Do they maintain that chis Light is from Jeſus 
Chriſt, both as the athor and reſtorer of nature? And by whom 
among us is this deny? Do they fay that repaired or repriy:d 
nature, may be fitly called grace? About this alſo we have no 
mind to quarrell with them; ſo they will not with Pelagius exclude 
2 — grace hereby. Do they hold that common ſupernatu- 
ral light, outward and inward, objective and inherent, is given to 
many (at leaſt) ofthe unſanctified, that live under the preaching 
of the Goſpel? And who contradicteth them in this ? Do they 
hold that, as the Sun is appointed in nature, to be the light of e- 


very man that cometh into the world, though ſome parts of the 


earth were never illuminated by it, and. blind men partake not f 
its light, and the night or ſhutting our eyes or windows may ex- 
cludeit; fo Chriſtis by office the Sun inthe world of grace Sing 
menactually all the gracious light they have, and being (ſufficient 
himſeif co enlighten all, and giving them an illuminating Word, 
which is ſufficient in its own kind, to do its own part, though ma- 
ny are blind, and many for their fin are deprived of the commuri- 
cation of this light? Why all this we maintain as well as they. 
Do they ſay that all this light (within us and without us) is to be 
hearkened to and obeyed ? Why what man did they ever ſpeak 
with, that's a Chriſtian, that denierhir ? 

But if they make mans Rraſen in faculty or act, or any of thisin- 


miſerable plates are Kederntinſfier and PewCdeley, that we ram 


ward 
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> ward light, to be Chriſt perſonally within us, and deny any Chri 
11 one chat is ele — 1 a light, (that is, with 
every wicked man) we abhor this Ir fidelity and blaſphemy, and 
marvell that ſuch helliſh dar łneſſe ſnould have the face to aſſume 
the name of light. If they maintain that the common Reaſon of 
the world, is ſufficient to bring men to the Faith of Chriſt, with- 
out any other kind of light, from the Spirit, or written or preached 
Word; I would fain be reſolved in theſe few Queſtions. 
Q. 1. How comes it to paſſe that all Nations that never heard 
the Goſpel, are utterly void of Faith in Chriſt, when the Natiors 
that have the Goſpel do generally know him more or leſſe? 
Q. 2. Why did not the world believe in Chriſt, even generally, 
before his coming? if Reaſon wasthen a ſufficient Light ? 
Q 3. Why did Chriſt preach himſelf while he was on earth, if 
the people had all ſufficient Light before? 
Q. 4. Why did he ſend his Apoſtles to preach through the 
world, if the people had ſufficient Light before? 
Q. 5. Whydid be ſet Paſtours and Teachers in his Church, it 
all have a ſufficient Light within them? 
Q. 6. Why do the Quakers go up and down teaching men their 
own Doctrines, if all men have ſufficient Light already? 
+ Q, 7. Why do they cry out againſt »s as being in darkneſle, 
when all men have ſufficient Light within them? | 
Q. 8. Wil they pray for more light and grace, or not? If not, 
they are impiouſly proud: If yea, thenitſeems they have not yet 
light and grace ſufficient. 
9. Whereas they ſay, the light within is ſufficient, if obeyed : 
Our Queſtion is, Whether it be — — to make men obcy it? For 
that's the grace that we are ſpeaking of, that cauſeth men to 
hearken, believe and abey : For Faith is not of our ſelyes, but it 
isthe ift of God: And mens hearts muſt be opened, as Lydia's 
was, Act. 16. to hear and receive the truth revealed. Now to ſay 
that the Light or Grace which is given to cauſe us to Believe and 
Obey, is ſufficientif we will believe aud obey, is ridiculous: as if 
Chriſt ſhould have ſaid to Lazarss, [ will raiſe thee, if thay wilt 
firſt raiſe rhyſelf. ] 
- Q. 10. But how can any Light be ſufficient, (were a man ne- 
ver ſo obedient,) to reveal that which is not manifeſted by it, or 
by any Revelation that doth — it? No Light or Revela- 


3 tion 
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tion among the Heathers in America, doth tell them that Chriſt 
was incarnate, dyed, roſe, aſcended, or intercederh for us, or is the 
King, prieſt, or Teacher ot the Church, or will raiſe the dead, and 
judge the world. How then can their light be fofficient to help 
them to the belief of chis? I chink it's paſt concroverſie, that ng 
man bath ſufficient Grace for ſalvation, till his laſt breath. For if 
God adde not more, for his preſervation, excitation and perſeve- 
rance, all will be loſt, 
But this point ( which Quakers moſt inſiſt on) the Reverend 
Author hath very judiciouſly bandled in this Treatiſe, and there- 
fore 1 ſhall ſay no more of it. The truth is here opened (to the 
ſhaming of cheir errours) with great Scripture evidence; which 
impartially conſidered, may eaſiſy convince all chat believe the 
Scriptures: and make it appear that che Light that is in theſe men 
is Darkneſſe; (LI, 11.35.) Though the difference, and too- 
e2ger Diſputations between the Reverend Author and my ſelf, 2. 
bout the point of Infant-Baptiſm, be too well known, yet it is our 
deſire that it be as much known, that we deſire to hold the Unity of 
che Spirit in the bond of Peace; as Members of the ſame Head a nd 
Body, uniting our ſorce for the common Truths againſt rhe pernici- 
ous adverſaries thereof: And th we own not in each other, or 
our ſelves, the diſcerned errours of doctrine or life, which th 


humane frailty we may be guil:y of; Nevertheleſſe, whereto we | 


have already attained, we deſire to walk by the ſame Rule, and mind 
the fame things , hoping that if in any thing we be otherwiſe mind. 
ed, God ſhall reveal even this unto us. ( Phi/.3,15,16.) I think 
it is time for men that have any ſenſe of the common intereſt of 
Chriſtianity and Reformation, to lay by thoſe contentions that have 
brought us ſo low, and almoſt made us a prey to the common Ro- 
miſh adverſaries; The Lord grant it be not too late, The two 
great works of the Jeſuites in England, are to procure Liberty for 
the Profeſſion of Popery, and to weaken, if not take down a fixed a 
te Miniftry : They cannot do this work of themſelves, without 
the help of men profeſſing a zeal for Reformation, But how much 
they have promoted it by ſuch hands, and how much they are like- 
lyturther by them to promote it, I had rather lament with daily 
tears, than open to a generation of deluded ſouls, that will not be- 
lie ve they are doing the work of the Devil and the Pope, till they 
ſind themſelves in Nome, or the Inquiſition. It aſtoniſheth me to 
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foreſee, (ifa wonder of mercy do not prevent it,) how theſe con- 
umious ſou's will be worryed by their confciences, and ready e- 
ven to eat ch ir flein, when they fze (bythe conjunctiousof for- 
reign and Domeilick Papiſts) the Czuſe of Chriſt once trodden 
down in che ! and, and (:= how chey betrayed the Goſpel of their 
Poſterity, into the ha: ds oi tyrannous Idolaters, and how the fa- 
miliſtical Juglers of cheſe times, made uſe of them to ſer up Pope. 
: Which o is che worx that is already ſo tarre carried on, — 
| our endeavours, it united, are like to be little enough to prevent. 
We are not fo childith as to fear leſt Quaking ſhould become the 
National Religion: We know theſe {quits will ſoon be out. But 
thoſe that animate them, have 7ra/yand Spain, and A»ſftria, and 
France, Armies and Navies, and fwarmes of Fryers and Jeſuites 
at their backs, and I take their Liberty and Dominion, to be words 
almoſt of the fame ſignification. But let the Curſe of the 2 
Defender of his Church, yet follow the underminers of his holy 
Truch, and confound the builders of this Babel ! And never let 
the Deliverances in 88, and from the Powder-plor, be buried inthe 
ruinesof an ungratefull apoſtatized Land! When you hear, that 
our Rulers it ſhall be endeavoured, that Liberty for Popery 
Hall be granted, and ſecured from interruption from any future Par- 
. Gament;, then remember what + ſay, and let the eonfciences of 
thoſe that have betrayed us, be awakered, and let them ſee then 
what friends they have been to our Religion, and whither- 
oor uncharitable perverſneſſe hath brought a miſerable 
I have already told the Epiſcopal Brethren, that Biſhop Ver 
and I dig fully agree in half an hour, and therefore it is not long of 
us, that our wound is yet unhealed. And ( thongh I never treated 
with Mr. Tombes about ſuch a matter) I am confident that he and 
I ſhould agree in one daies treaty, upon termes of communion,cha-- 
rity, and torbearance, among thoſe of our ſeveral waies. And 
therefore if we yet continue unhealed, let the ſhame and horror 
lie on them that are obſtinate in their uacharicable waies. And that 
it ſhould be harder to agree with the Congregational Brethren, is 
incredible. Why then is there not long ago, a ſetled concord a- 
mong all theſe? That yet chere ſhould be a fruſtration of all Aſſem-- 
blies and endeavours to theſe ends, and ſo eaſie, ſo:neceſſary, fo 
Chriſtiana work ſhould. be yet undone (yea obſtinately _— 
ter 
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after ſo man years expꝛrience and opportunity, till we are all rea- 
C by Os common adverſary, chisis our altongſh- 


the hinderers, and will coſt the conſciences of ſom? men dear, when 
Godariſeth to judge the earth, and vindicate his honour which 
they betrayed, by their ſeif-blinding and Church-troubling pride. 
Reader, as I invite thee to the peruſall of this Treatiſe for thy edi- 
fication ſo do I moſt earneſtly intreat thee, if thou beeſt a divider, 
to ſtudy the nature of holy Charity, and Catholick Unity, and fol- 
low us that deſire to lead thee to the Love and Concord of the 
Saints. And to further this work, I intreat thee alſo impartiall 
to peruſe Mr. William Allen's Retractition of 13 which 
if thou wilt do with a Chriſtian fram: of ſpirit, then go on to de- 
ſtroy the Church by diviſions, and further their work that would 
betray us to the Papiſts, if thou canſt. If our wickedneſſe have 
not cauſed God to paſſe an irreverfible Decree, of departing 
m us, and leaving England to be a ſtye of -Romiſh abominations, 
yet cauſe his people to retreat from their diviſions, and pre. 
ſently to hear the Voice of Peace: For which I ſhall cally oy and 
n, and labour according to my power; and if God deny it 
me, and tell me this is not a world that's fit for ſo great a mercy, I 
hope I ſhall long the more for Heaven, and cry and wait, for the 
glorious appearing of the Prince of Peace. (ome Lord 7eſws, 
come quickly. Amen. 


Ottober 17. | 
Richard Baxter, 
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5 s ERM. I. 
Joh. 1. 9. That was the Hue Light, which lighteth every man that cometh inte the 
«weld. 


SeR. . Of the - Evangelifis ſcope, method, the reading and meaning of Joh. 1. 9. 


He Goſpel of Jobn, the longeſt liver of the Apoſtles (as Hierome 
CINE 2 — of Eceleſiaftich Writers ) was 
ritten laſt of the ſour, and, as the matter gives us occaſion 
to conceive, to ſupply the things omitted by the reſt, and 
ſo might be termed the Paralipumena, or things left, as the 
Greeks term the Book by the Hebrews termed the words 
of daies, by us, the Chronicles or Records of times. That it 

was written in oppoſition to the new fancies er hareſies 

Ebien, Cerinthws, and other fanariques, is intimated by Irene lib. 3. adv. bar. 

£.1.11. and others. Againſt whom he oppoſcth the Antiquity, Divinity, and 

Operation of Chriſt in certain Aphoriſmes, ſer down in the firſt 5 verſes. And 

then to diſtinguiſh him from Jebn the Baptiſt, he declareth 1. Johns Miſſion, 

ver. s. 2. His buſineſſe, ver.5, 3. His inferiority to Chriſt, ver. 8. 4. Chriſts 
preeminence above him, ver. g. which words are ſpoke of Chriſt Jeſus, whom 


Jobn terms the Word, ver. 1. who is ſaid to be f:ſh, and to d well among ws, ver. 


14. of whom John teſtified, ver. 15 to have been his Ancient; and, whether 
they are the words of John Baptiſt, as is conceived, or the Evangeliſt, as ſeems 
moſt probable, they ſhew his excellency above Jobs Baptiſt, who was denied 
to be the light, though he were that be might bear witneſſe of the light. Heinſins ex- 
feat. ſacr. I. 4. c. i. ſcems to conceive, that the pointing being altered, the words 
might be read thus ; He was net that light, but that be might bear witneſſe of the 
light be was, ( referring yy, vet. g. to the end of vet. 8. ) The trac light which in- 
hghraeth every man coming into the world, was inthis world, and the world was made 
7 bim, and the world knew him not, ver. 9, 10. Bur the ſupplement of Ber, 

this man | or azour Tranſlators hath it, That was the true light, is better and 
more agreeable to Johns phraſe. But then there is another doubt, whether it 
ſhould be read thus; That was the true [1ght coming into the world which inligbten- 
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then there is ſome doubt about the meaning, what is the lig ht with which,and 
how he inlightens every man coming imto the world. Two waies he may be 
ſaid co inlighten, and accordingly two ſorts of light may be mcant, and two 
waies may the words be expounded. There is a natural light of reaſon and 
underſtanding, which every perſon coming into the world hath, though not 
all in the ſame meaſure in the exerciſe, by reaſon of the different remper and 
ſtate of the body which the ſoul dwells in: And this light is conceived to be 
meant, ver. 4- where it is ſaid, that the Hife of Chriſt was the light of men, which 
_ what was, when all things were made by him, and without bim was 
nothing made that was made; It can be well underſtood of no other light then 
natural reaſon by the creation of Chriſt 3 and to this ſ enſe, ir ſeems ro make 
that ver. io. it follows after ver.9. Which inlig hin2th every man coming inte the 
world, the world was made by him. And then the ſenſe is this; That or this 
perſon of whom John was to wirneſſe, was the true or excellent light, which 
or who inlighteth with natural reaſon and underſtanding, every man coming 
into the world by natural birth, as being made by him. This ſenſe is followed by 
the moſt of Proteſtant Commentators I meet with,andſcems to be genuine. The 
other ſore of light is ſpiritual light expreſſed thus, 2 Cor. 4.5. The inlightring of 
9 of the glory of God inthe perſon or face of Feſus Chriſt. And this 
ortof light is from Chrifts preaching and Spirit, and is meant yer.s. where it 
is ſaid, The fight ſhineth in darbneſſe, and the darkneſſ* comprebended it nit. And 
of this lighr Chriſt is the cavſe, as the Prophet of his Church, Lub.1.79. Job.z. 
19. & V. 1 2, c. And thus is Chriſt aid to inlighten every man; that is, every 
wan that is inlightened, hath his light from Chriſt: as when it is ſaid, Pal. 
145,14. The Lord wpbotdeth all that fall, that is, all fallen perſons that are up- 
held : or he lighteth · every man, that is, all ſorts of men, as Col. 1.28. every 
man, is meant all ſorts or Natiom of men. And theſe | confeſſe are good ſen- 
ſes : 2 methinks, the addition [ Who cometh into the world | doth intimate, 
that — of every man that is born. 2. At his birth, and ſo is to 
be extended to every perſon of humane nature, and the natural light he hath 
at birth; which I have choſen to handle, that I may clear the miſtake of 
thoſe who are termed Qurkers, who have this text aloft perpetually in their 
ſpecohes and writings, inſomuch that in the Carechiſm of G. F. that is, George 
Fox, a prime leader of them, this text is almoſt in cvcry anſwer to the Que- 
ſtions there propounded,repeared : And it is the common ſpeech of them, and 
almoſt all their preaching, Look tothe light within thee. My intent is,therefore 
to conſi er what char lig it is, which is in each perſon, and to ſhew thut it i 
not ſufficient to he a min g ide without the holy Scripture, and therefore that 
erroneoully 


© 


* Chriſt ih Light, © 7 


*  groncouſly they make it Chriſt, and direct men to fallow it univerſally as their 
ule. To this end, I ſhall conſider, 1. How Chriſt is light. 2. How he is 
the true light. 3. How he lighteth. 4. How, men come into the world. 

 $. How farre every man is inlightned that comes into the world with natural 

6. How all ſpiritual light is derived from Chriſt, and in what ſenſe 

Chriſt may be ſaid to inlighten every man with it. 


Sect. 2. Chriſt is the Light, the term Light is explained. 

The firſt thi ag to be conſidered, is, That the word, that is Jeſus Chriſt is 
Light. Thus he ſaith of himſclt, Jeb. 1 2.26. That be was come @ light into the 
world. And Simeon ſaid of him,Luk.2.32.Toat be was a light for the lightning of the 
Gentiles, To conceive of this point, two things will be to be explained; 
1. What is aſcribed co Chriſt by this Appellation of Light. 2. In reſpe& of 
what nature he is thus termed. 

To reſolve the former, it is to be conſidered that the term Light is ſometimes 
applied to lucid bodies, as the fire is termed the light, Mark, 14.54. where Pe- 
ter is to be warmed, pb Id edc, at the light ;, that is, the fire. And ſo Candles 
are termed /ights, Aci. 16. 29. as it's uſual with us alſo in our common ſpeech. 
And thus God is ſaid to bave made two great lights, Gen.1.16. the Sun and the 
Mun. Sometime for the quality;of light, which is a viſive quality, 1. In the 
lucid body chiefly , as the light of the Sun, Rev.22.5. 2. From ĩt in the aire or 

middle body by which it is carried to the eye, as the light in the aire which ſhone 
round about Paul, AR.25.13. 3. In the eye by which the objects to be ſeen 
ge diſcerned, in which reſpect the eye is termed the light of the body, Luke 11. 
34. Now of all qualities there is none more amiable or defirable. cel. 1 1. . 
Truly the light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing to bebold the Sun. By reaſon of whoſe 
beauty moſt Nations, who knew not the true God, did imagin the Sun to be 
God, and accordingly did adore it, and ſacrifice to it, which Fob diſclaimed, 
Job 31.26,27,32. If I beheld the Sun when jt ſhined,or the Moon walking in bright- 
neſſe, and mine heart h ath been ſecretly inticed, and my mouth hath kiſſed my band, 
* this alſo were an iniquity to be puniſhed by the Fudge : for I ſhould have denied the 
God that is above. By reaſon of its light, warmth and other influence, the Sun 
I magnified by writers, as ſeeing, and hearing all things, as the common Pa- 
rent of all ſublunar y bodies; inſomuch that the Peripaterick * makes 
the Sun with man, to generate man. The Holy Ghoſt ſotetelling the coming 
of the Meiſiah, Mal. 4 2. terms him The Sun of Kigbtecuſneſſe. And Zacharias 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, Lak. 1.78,75. ſaith, Through the bewels of mercy of aur God, 
in which the day-ring or Sun-riſing from on bigh hath viſited us, to give light to 
them that ſit in darkneſſe, and in the ſhadow of death. So that what excelleney 
me Sua hath in reſpeR of its light, is to be conceived of Chriſt in a ſpiricnal 
way, but in a higher degree; and whatever excellency the light ſigui ſies in 
the Metaphor, is more truly verified of him then any Angels of light, or Chil- 
dren of light among men. 


SeR. 3. Chriſt is Light as the Prince of life. 

1. By [ Light | is oft in Scripture fignified life : Pſal.36.9. For with thee is 
the fountain of life; in thy light ſhall we ſee light. And even in this Goſpel ſaith 
Chriſt, Zobn 8.1 2. 1 am be light of abe world, he that follaweth me, ſhall % 
* 


? 


| \ ve. ; 

4 Chrift the Light. 
walk in darkneſſe, but ſhall have the light of life. And John 1.4. In bim was 

ade life wat the 7 Job. 33.28. He will ed ſoul from ie, 
imo the pit, and bis life ſhall ſee the 'ghr. ; Ver.zo. To bring back his ſoul from the 
pit, to be enlightened with the light of the Irving. Plal.49. 19. The ſoul ſhall go ty 
the generation of hit fathers, they ſha!! never ſee light. Pſal.13.3. Lighten mine 


death, are conjoyned, Mat. 4 16. Lab. 1.79. In reſpect therefore of life in Chriſt, 
and communicated by him,heis rightly termed the light. Now that he hath life 
in himſelf at his diſpoſal, is affirme i by him, Joh. 3. 21. As the Father raiſeth the 
dead and quickneth, ſo alſo the Son quickneth whom be will, Ver. 26. For as the 
Father hath life in himſelf, ſo bath be alſ> given to the Son to have life in himſelf, 
Joh.14.5. Jeſis ſaith to bim, I am th: way, and the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh to the Father but by me. Joh.11.25. Jeſis ſaith unte her, I am the re- 
ſureHion and the life. 1 Joh. 8. 11. And this ts the record that God hath given tow 
eternal life, and this Hife is in bit Son: who is termed the Word of life, 1 Joh. i. 
1. That eternal life which was with the Father, and was manifeſt unto us. Vet. 2. 
The Prince or Author of life, act 3.15. The laſt Adam wa: made a quickning Syi- 

- rit,t Cor-15.45. which being ſpoken of the reſurrection of the body, it ap- 
pears that he is the light in reſpect of natural life, as well as ſpiritual, at the 
firſt creation, as well as at the future reſurrection. As it is cer tain that ſome 
ſort of living creatures are produced by the Sun, ſo it is certain that the Son 
of God is the Prince of life, who harh liſe in himſclf, and imparts it to other 
living beings 3 and in this reſpe is juſtly rermed the Light. 


Sect. 4. Cbriſt is Light as the Lord of glory. 

2. By Light is oft meant glory and majeſty. There id one glory of the Sun, 
anther of rhe Moon, and ancther of the Stars, for one Star differeth f m another 
in glory, that is light, 1 Cor.1 5.41. The light which made the face of Moſes ſhine, 
Exod.34.29. is termed 2 Cor 3.7. the glor) of bis countenance, and tlie ſhining 
of Chriſt at his cransfiguration, Mat. 17. 2. is termed glory, 2 Pet 1+ 17. and 
thus Chriſt is Light, that is full of glory and majeſty, the Lord ef glory, 
1 Cor. 2.8. Even on earth John ſaith, Chap.1. 14. And we beheld bis glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father. And doubtleſs however in Chriſts 
eutward ſhape there appeared no more then ordinary, or rather leis then or- 


people aſtoniſhed, for he tam ht them at ene having authority, Mar. 1. 22. In his 

iracles there was glory, ſo as that Verſ.29. they were all amazed, inſumuch 

that they queſtion:d among themſelves, ſ«y'ing, What thing is this ? What new 

' dofride is this ? For with authority he commandeth the uncl-an ſpirits, and they 40 

obey bin. And Foh.2.11. This beginning of Miracles did Jeſus in Cana of Gaiilee, 

and mani feſted forth his glory, and his Diſciples believed on him, And Verſ. 15. 
When be made a ſcourge of ſmall cords, he drove out the ſellers of Oxen, Sheep, and 

Doves, and changers of mony, all out of the Temple, and overthrew their tables, and 

No red out their money; and when Officers were ſent to apprehend him, they te- 

tu ned anſwer, Job. 7. 46. Never man ſpabe like this man. He commanded 
Lazarus to come forth out of the grave, and he came forrh, Jeb.u1. 43:44 

He rebubed the winds and the ſea, and there w a great calm, Mat.3.25. Theſe 

and many more things which appeared in him and were done by him, _ 
elite 


eyes, leſt I fleep the fleep of death. Hence to ſit in darkneſſe and in the ſhadow of 


: dinary fplendour ; yet in his preaching there was ſuch glory as made the 


— 


Chrift the Light, ©. 5 
e e ai 


7 7. 


SeR. 3. C brit is Light, as cauſe of peace and jyy. 

By Light is oft meant peace, 1ſa.45.7. I form the light and create dark- 
oh; expreſſed in the next words, I make peace and create evil, Jer.13. 16- 

ye leak for light, that is peace. In like manner Light is put for joy, 45 
Fſal. 57. 11. Light is ſown for the rightenws, and gladneſs for the apright in Heart, 
. Frov.1 5.30: The light of the eyes rejeyceth the heart, Iſa. So. 20. The Lord ſhall 
te thine everlaſting light, and the dayes of thy menraing ſhall be ended. Darkneſs 
nes away mirth, but the appearing of the day brings joy: The Sun is the 
which chears all things by its light, and ſ@ doth Chriſt ;ditpell ſtorms, makes 
peace, and begers joy. Whence he is ſtiled the Prince of peace, Iſa. 9. 6. ow 
Net, Eph.2.14. Peace I leave with you, ſaith Chriſt, my peace give I unto you, 
wt e the world giveth give I unto you: Let not your heart be troubled, neither let , 
it le af aid, Joh. 14.27. Theſe things baue I ſpoken unto you, that in me ye might 
have peace, in the world ye ſhall have tribu/ation : But be of good chear, I have 
rercome eb world, Hou 5.33. bur — . — — and heard, declare 8 
unn, that ye alſo may have fellowſbip with 1s j and truly aur fellowſhip is wit 
the Father, and with his Son Feſis Chrift. And theſe things weite we unto you, 
that your joy may be full, 1 Joh.1.3,4. As from the Sun all the light, ſerenity, 
and ſweetneſs of the air, whereby the ſpirits of men are refreſhed, the mem- 
bers warmed, the whole body cheared, is derived ; ſo from Chriſt are all the 
pleaſant apprehenſions of peace with God, all the joyfull taſt of his faveur, all 
the quickening hopes of heaven, which a Chriſtian ſoul parrakes of. 


Sect. 6. Chrift is Light in refþe# of bis purity and wiſtome- 
4. By Light is meant holineſs, purity, or cdearneſs: Nothing more free 
from defilement then light 3 all che jakes and dunghills and filthy lakes in the 
world cannot pollute the light of the Sun, and therefore ir is fir ro reſemble 
tolineſs. And accordingly Ged is ſaid ro be Light, 1 Joh. 1. $. that is pure, 
Bit is ſaid, Chap 3.3. And thus the Lord Chriſt is Light, being annomted 
with the oil of gladneſs above bis fellows, as loving righteouſneſs and bating ini- 
fy, Plal.45.9. Heb. 1.9. He did no fin, neither was guile found in bis mouth, 
1 Pet.2.22, He could challenge his moſt prying adverſarics, Jeb. 8. 45. Which 
of you. convinceth me of fin ? 
$. By Light is meant wiſdome : Light is a diſcovering quality, Eph. 3. 13. 
All things that are diſcovered are made manifeſt by the light : for whatſoever doth 
nale manifeſt is light. Light piercerh through the moſt narrow chinks into 
the loweſt holes: and ſo dath wiſdome find out the moſt hidden thi 
2 hints. Daniel is ſaid to have light, and underſtanding, and wiſ- 
in him, in that he was able to interpret dreams, and ſhew hard ſent en- 
cer, and diſſolve dowbts, Dan. 58. 11, 12. But beyond all, the Lord Chriſt was 
tbe Spirit of the Lord did reſt _ him, the Spirit of wiſdome and under- 
ing, ihe Spirit ef counſel and might, the Spirit of knowledge, and of the fear 
Lird, Iſa. 11.2. In him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdome and Know- 
Col. 2.3. No man knoweth the Son but the Father, neither knoweth any _ 4 
a D ine 


6 Chriſt the Light. . 
the Father ſave the Sen, and be to whom the Son will reveal him, Nat. 11. 1 
Feſus knew all neither needed be that any ſhould teſtiſie of man, for be bacw 
what was in man, Joh. 2. 24,28. He knew the thinghts of the Seribes, Mat. 9. 4. 
He knew ud would betray him, afore Fuda had conceived the treaſon, 
Job. S. 50, 7 1. Ne opened the ſecrer counſels of God, forerold the future trou- 
bles of the Fews, perſecutions of his Diſciples, his own death and reſurre&i. 
on, the preaching of the Goſpel, and gathering of his Church over the world, 
which are moe ay, KO and the reſurrection of the dead at his return to the 
final j , Which will be undoubtedly brought to paſs in the day 
Lord # So that of him it is true which we read, Pan. 2.22. He revealeth} t 
deep and ſecret things, he knoweth what is in the darkneſs, and the light dwelleth 
with him. 


Sect. 7. Chrift js Light in reqeck of truth and grace. 0 

6. By Light is meant truth, Iſa. B. 20. To the Law and 'to the teſtimom : iftby 
Peal not according to this werd, it is becauſe there is ng light in them : that is no 
truth in them, or no comfort to them, ſay others. He that doth the truth, 
faich Chriſt. cometh to the light, Joh.3.21. Light and cruth are either the ſame, 
or very like, and helpfull to each other, /I. 43. 3. Ob ſend mt thy light and 
thy truth. Now light well agrees to Chriſt under this notion, ſich he is the 
way, the truth, and the life, Joh.14-5. All his words were words of truth, his 
Goſpel the Goſpel of truth, Jam.1.18. Col.1.5. If ye continue in my Word, faith 
Chriſt, Job.8.31,32, then are ye my Diſciples indeed. And ye (ball know the 
truth, and the truth ſhall make you free. 

7. By Light, favour, and grace, and goodneſs, and love are meant, Numb, 
6.35. Jeb 29.3 Pſal.4.7. Prov. 16. 1 3. In the Jight of the — conntenance is 
life, and bis favour is as a cloud of the latter rain, Lightſom in che face, is 
a fign of goodneſs and love in the heart; as on the other fide, a lowring grim 
viſage is a fign ofa tyrannical and imperi _ Light is the moſt diffuſive 
and communicative of all qualities, and ſo firly reſembles rt and love. And 
ſoit is ſaid of Chriſt, P/al.45.2. Thou art fairer then the children of men: Grace 
i powred into thy lips, therefore God hath bleſſed thee for ever, Cant. 3. 16. Hi 
mouth is moſt ſweet 3 yea be is altogether lovely, 1 Et. a. 3. If ye have tafted hon 
gaciowt the Lord is, Luk.4.18. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he bath 
ansinted me to preach the Goſpel to the poor, be bath ſent.me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of fight te the blind, 
to ſet at liberty them that are braiſed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lud. 
And the eyes of all them that were in the Synagogue, were faſtened on him: And be 
began to ſay unte them, This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears: And ail bare 
him witneſs, and wondred at the gracious words which proceeded out of bis mouth, 
Verſ. 22. All his words, looks, deeds (except when he had to do with proud 
hypocrites, and incurably wicked perſons) did evidence a. dove-like ſpirit, 
harmelcſs, compaſſionate, kinde, patient, full of love and goodneſs. He wet 
abut like the Sun doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed of the Devil, 
Act. 10.39. And thereforein this reſpeR is to be termed the Light hy excel. 
lency. The Word dwelt amng us fall grace and truth. Of bis fulneſs we hae 
all received grace for graze. Grace and truth came by Jeſws Chriſt, John 1.14 


16, 17. * 
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W km attribute of light is given to Chriſt, both in reſpe& of his divine 


« 


in reſpet of w 


_ ich it is ſaid, Foh.1. 4. In him was life, and the life 


light of men, and in teſpect of his humane, concerning which it is ſaid, 
. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world: Which I ſhall 
en when 1 ſpeak of his enlightening, 


by 


belt. 8. The Application in a double Uſe to ſee the eſtate of men without Chriſt, 
"ad to draw our gyes to him. 
"Pot preſent we may hence infer, 1. That they who are unacquainted with 
Gt, are in darkneſs: Te were once darkneſs faith the Apoſtle, Epb.s. 9. 
winding them of their eſtate antecedent to their being in Chriſt, A man 
Chriſt preached and believed, is like a perſon in darkneſs. 1. He is 
reſpe& of his eſtate as a man in the dark, in that he cannot diſcern his on 
on, how unclean he is, .what danger is near him, what way to avoid 
& what help ro'uſe. He that is our of Chriſt, and ſees not by his light, diſ- 
ve the faleh of fin, nor the keeneneſs of Gods anger, nor how to re- 
ave che one, or to aſſwage the other. 2. A man without the light of 
christ, doch neither know God truly, nor his precepts or counſel, and ſo 
lows not how to addreſs himſelf to God. nor how to obſerve Gods eye on 
him, nor what gifts he tenders to him, nor what directions he gives him. 
Amun wirhour Chriſt his light, is like the Syrians, who were led to Sa- 
maria when they imagined they were in Dothan. It's eaſie for Satan or any 
deceiver to lead them hell- ward, when they pretend to direct them heaven- 
ward: Any cheat, any errour or deluſion may be on him, that wants 
Chriſt co be his light. 4. He chat wants light from Chriſt, is as he that walks 
inthe dark, one while he ſtumbles here, another time he wanders there: 
he be in the way, yet it is more then he knows, and therefore is uncer- 
tain whether it be heit co go forward, or backward, or ſtand ſtill. How full 
ef uncertainty have been che moſt witry Philoſophers, the moſt $killfull Rab- 
bins, che moſt acute Papiſts in their way, following their own reaſon, or 
tradition of men | How miſerably do they ſtumble and fall, and hurt their 
fouls! How ſadly de they wander out of the way, when they think they are 
ak 8. Want of light from Chriſt, leaves men in fears and perplexitics 
ſhall befall chem. The light of Chriſt ſecures the ſoul, aſſures irs; hap- 
El. but he that knows not Ihe way of Chriſt, nor whereto it tends, is a- 
Lof death and judgement to come, is doubtfull whether he have any in- 
tefeſt in God, fears the mention of Hell, of the Devil, of the coming of Chriſt, 
tarwes Quaker at the ſight of an armed man, whines like Adrian the Empe- 
rour, when his ſoul was departing. 6. A man without the light of Chriſt, 
aan do no ſpiritual work as he ſhould. As he that is in the dark, can neither 
corn, nor make his clothes, nor plow, nor ſowe, nor do ether neceſſary 
works: So itis with him that's not enlightened by Chriſt ; he can 
neither pray, nor praiſe God, nor do any other holy work, or any 
eſs that pertains to Gods glory, and Chriſts kingdome. A c 
b miſerable place to live in, and no leſs, or rather « thouſand times more 
miſerable is it, to be excluded from the light of Chriſt, 


. If Chriſt be licht, then ſhould our eyes be towards him. Light is ar- 
tative of our eyes: It is a pleaſant go behold the Sun, is is that which 
3 2 Infidels 


SF Clas the Tris Lich. 


infidels adore a God. Should not we magnifie the Lord Jeſus a3 the Sin of 


Righteouſneſſe ? Should not our eyes and our hearts be drawn uſtet him? 
Sould not our ſouls adore him? He is the Son of his Fathers love, Col. 1. 14. 
and ſhould he not be of ours? The Church, the Spouſe of Chriſt faith, be is 
all deres, Cant. 3. 16. and ſo deth every ſoul that knows him. He is the high- 
eſt born 22 of great — ay — 1. of moſt loving 
nature, e uty, of ſuperlative power, of largeſt Empire, 
3 chere or he thing to be named which 1s 
which is not Chriſts. Oh then, that we could fall in love with Chriſt, long 
rerhim, remember him with delighr, hearken after all the tokens of his 
pexring, inquire into his walking places! Shall people travell far,throng muck 
at 


— 1 pitgr image, © ſee Chriſts pretended vicar, though ſometimes 1 
horrible monſter, more like the Devil then Chrift,and ſhall not our hears 
travell after Chriſt,' and converſe with him? Sure no excuſe will be taken, 
fich there can bemno reaſon alledged for it, for thoſe that dore on men and wo- 
men, and gold, and pearles; and yet forget Chriſt ; are inamoured on pi- 
& ures, and negle the living beauty of Heaven, the Lord of Glory. Be wiſe 
therefore, O ye Princes and people of the world, kiſs the Son, worſhip, love, 
rejoyce in, wait on, follow the Image of the invifible God, the Heir of all 
things, in compariſon of whom, let all ſublunary beauties be as dirt, and all the 
precious things of the earth be as dung to you. 


Chrift the True Light.. 
SERN. 11. 


Joh.1:9- That was the true light, which ligbteth every man t bat cometh into the 
world. 
Se ct. 1. Chriſt no counterfeit Light: | 

Her Jeſus Chriſt is Light, hath been ſhewed, how he is the True Light, is 
+ 4 nexrto be cleared, It is ſaid of him, whoſe Name is called the Ward of 
God, Revel. 19.13. that be was called faith full and true, vet.11. And in refe- 
rence to him, it is ſaid, 1 Fob. 2. f. The true light now ſhineth. Now Chriſt is 
ſaid to be the true light, 1. In reſpect of his being, which is uſually termed 
— 18 truth. 2. In teſpect of his fayings, which is Logick or Moral 
tru a 


In the firſt ſort of truth Chriſt is ſaid to be the true light, 1. To diſtinguiſh 
him from thoſe which were counterſeit and feigned lights: For true is op- 
— to that which is only in prerenec, bur not really ſuch. Our Lord Chriſt 

ich, Jab. 10.8. Al that ever came before me are thieves and robbers ; that is, 
were not true lights, meaning this 3 of all, not of Moſes, of whom 
idisſaid. Iſa. 63. 11. Then be remembred the dates of old, Moſes and bis people, ſay: 
mg, Where is be that brought them 7 out of the Sea, with the ſhepherd of bis flock? 
Nor of David, of whom it is ſaid, Pſal. 78.72. That be fed Iſrael accordingi 
be integrity of bis heart: But of ſuch as the Prophet Zecharia n. 17. 
; ' 


rien 
ſaid 
is ter 
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© the idol ſhepherd that leaverh the flock, Such as were the falſe Fr 
2 the Jews, the Scribes and Phariſees, and Lawyers, in and aſore Chri 
. who inſtcad of being ſent by God, came of themſelves, ran and he ſent 
; not, yet pretended a Miſſion from Ged. In like ſort Paul ſaich, 2 Cor. 1 f. 
135, ( 3. For ſuch are falſe Apeſtler, deceitfull workers, transforming themſelves 
dus the Apoſtles of Ebrift. And no marvell : for Satan bimſelf n transformed into 
1 Angel of light, therefore it is no great thing if his Miniſters alſo be transformed 
be Miniſters of righteouſneſſe. But the Lord Chrift came from the Father, John 
" 26.28. was ſent by bim, Joh. 17.3. He ſpabe not of bimſel f, but the Father which 
ſens bim, gave bim Commandemert what he ſhould ſay and what be d Feak; 
whatſoever be (fake therefore, even # the Father ſaid unto him ſo be ſpake, Joh. 12. 
„30. So that he was not a light by uſurpation, impoſture, diſguiſe or tranſ- 
ion, but by a true Commithon as ſealed by bis Father, Joh. S. 27. ſandtifi- 

ed and ſent into the world, Joh,10.36, * * 


| Sect. 2. Chriſt more then a typical Light. | 
- $ Chriſt is the true light in contradiſtinction to thoſe, which were only 
Types or Shadows, repreſenting Chriſt to come. The word C true | is uſed 
inthis ſenſe, Heb. 8. 2. 1A Miniſter of the true Tabernacle ; that is, not only of that 
ſhadowy Tabernacle, which was only 4 parable or figure for the time preſent, as 
the ex is, Heb.g.9. but the real Tabernacle, for an Image of which 
that Tabernacle was made. Again Heb.9.24- it is ſaid, Cbrift is not entered in- 
t4 the holyet made by hand, which were figures or antityps of the true, but into Hea- 
ven it ſelf, where the holy place of the Tabernacle is made the antitype and te- 
eſentative, and Heaven the true holy place. In like manner there were 
in the Tabernacle, there were lamps and lights of pure oyl burning in 
the Tabernacle, there was fire at the Altar, which at firſt came down from 
Heaven, and theſe were ſhadows of things to come, but the body is of Chriſt, Col. a. 
19, And in this ſenſe alſo truth came by Feſme Chrift, Joh. 1.17., There is men- 
| tion of ſeven [amps of fire burning be fore the throne, which are the ſeven Spirits of 
God, Rev.4.5. Bur this hinders nor, but that Chriſt might be ſhadowed by the 
lamps in the Tabernacle, and the fire on the Altar, ſith that which wat ſigni- 
' fied by them, the inlightning the eof God, who arc the boly Priefthood of 
God, and the making ready the Sacrifice that it might be accepted with God, 
vn moſt truly verified of Jeſus Chriſt, through 'whom we now worſhip the 
Faber in ſpirit and trutb, Joh. 4. 23,24. and our ſpiritual ſacrifices are acceptable 
t5 Cod, 1 Fet.2.5. 


Sect. 3. Other Lights are no Liebi. in compariſon Cbriſt. 

3. Chriſt is the true light comparatively, as being the chief light, in compa- 
riſon of whom other lights are not to be ſo termed. *Tis true, Jobn Baptiſt is 
ſaid to be burning and a ſhrning light, Joh.5.35. And the word of the Prophers 
is termed « light ſbining in a dark place, 2 Pet. . 19. And Chriſt ſaich of his A- 
poſties, Mat.5.14. they were the laght of the wyld. Yet they were as no lights in 
compariſon of Chriſt, who wes in the boſome of the Father, and bath declared 
bin, Joh 1.18. as Ain, one that himſelf ſaw him, and whorecerved not the 
Spirit by meaſure, and therefore ſpalę the words of God above oth:rs, Joh.3.35. 
Ain like manner we are lights, who — preach the Goſpel, yet compara- 

3 tively 
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Ih, chriſt #he True Light. H a 
tively tothe Apoſtles, who could ſay, That which was from the beginntig, "which 
we have heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, and our Wands have felt of the 
words of life we declare unto you, 1 Joh-1.4,3, weare but dark. The Law" was 


4 light, and the Commandement was a lamp, Prov. 6.23. Thy Word 1s a lam unts 


my feet, and a light unto my path, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Pſal.119.105. Yer in com- 

riſon of the GoÞel of Glory of brit, who in the Image of God, 2 Cor. 4.4. it 
is ſcarce to be termed light, but as the Star · light is as no light when the Sun is 
riſen, ſo even that which was made glariow, to wit, the giving of the Liw, bad 
no glory in ax 4 wp by reaſon of the glory that excelleth, 2 Cot᷑. 3. 10. That is, in 
compatiſon of rhe Goſpel, which is as the day: tar, and Sun-rifing, 2 Pet. . ig. 


SeR. 4. Chriſt the Original Lighr. 


4 Chriſt is the true light, as r light, from whom other de- 


+ legated lights, which are ſet up in Chriſts ſtead, as it is 2 Cor.5.20, do borrow 

their light. It is true, the Father of our Lord Chriſt, is termed the Father of 
lights, Jam.1.17. And Chriſt is light of light, lighe from che Father offi ts, 
yet all is ſo fully inveſted in Chriſt, that he eould fay, Joh. 16. 13. All things 
that the Father bath are mine. And therefore he ſaith even of the holy Spirit 
himſelf, whom he calls the Spirit of trutb. that he ſhall not ſpeat of bimſ.f : but 
whatſoever be ſhall bear, that ſhall be ſpeak, Ver.13. Aud, be ſhall glu ie me 
for be ſball receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you, Ver. 14. An the 
Prophets 1.9 op before - band the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhuld fol- 
low, it was the Spirit of Gbriſt which was in them, that did ſignifie them, 1 pet.. 
11. And in like ſort, when the Apoſtles, by their preaching, were lights of 
the world, yet they received from Chriſt chat which they declared, 1 Jab. i. 
2,3. And thoſe Believers who were brought to the knowledge of Chtiſt a- 
mong the Corinthians, 2 Cor. 3.3. are ſaid to be the Epiſtle of Chriſt miniftred by 
the eller So that as the light of che Sun is the true light, becauſe it is the 
ſountam of light, the Moon and other Scars borrowing their light from it: in 
like manner Chriſt is the true light, as being he from whom the Prophets, 
8 hy and holy Teachers derive their light, which they impart tothe 
wor 


SeR. 3. Chrift the per fel Light: 

4 Chriſtis the true light, that is, the moſt perſect lige t. ¶ True ] is ta- 
ken for that which is perſect, which attains the end, to which nothing is 
wanting requiſite to the uſe of riches, Lxb.15.11. oppoſite to the Mammon of 
— which is deſective, not ſufficient to make a man happy. Now 
Chriſt is the true or perfe light, 1. Becauſe he is the higheſt light, the riſmg- 
Sun, or day · Pring from on high, or the beight, ro wit, of Heaven, Luk. 1.78. 
A light placed on high, and that riſeth from Heaven, is a greater lighr then 2 
Beacon fired; and a Beacon on a hill fired, then a Bonfire in a low valley. The 
Original of Chriſt being a light, which came from God, chat was from above, 
Joh. 8.23. makes him the more conſpicuous and greater ſight. 2. The light 
which is univerſal, is a more perfect light then that which is a tight to one part 
onely, as the Sun is the moſt perſect light, becauſe bis going forth is from the end 
of the Heaven, and bis circuit to the end of it : and there ij nething hid from the beat 

thereof, Plal.19.6, No Chriſt is the liebt of the world, Joh.$.12. Not on 
| the 
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the glory of the people of Iſrael, but alſo.a light ta «lighten the Gentiles, Luk. 2.32. 
13:47. 3. That is the moſt perſect light, which is without any mixture of 
darkneſſe. - Mow Chriſtis lighe, and in him is no darkneſſe at all. Lord, ſaid 
Fer, Ioh. 21. 17. tho knoweſt all things © Surely there was no errour in Chriſt, 
which might darken his underſtanding z or neſcience, which might diſable him 
from inlightning thoſe, that fit in darkneſſe, and guiding their feet into the Way of 
ace, Luk. 1. 79. which is the chief uſe of the heavenly light of Chriſt. 4. He 
a'perperual light. Jobn was 4 light for a ſeaſon, Ioh. 3. 35. he was to decreaſe 
In his luſtre and uſe, when Chrift was to increaſe, Ioh. 3. 30. The Prophets and 
Apoſtles were lights in their time, but they had on earth their eclipſes, the pro- 
ers could not alwaies declare the mind of God, Nathan, 2 Sam.7.3. bid 
David do all that was in his heart, and yet ver. 4. that night he had a counter- 
mand. Eliſha ſaid, 2 Kings 4.24. of the Sbunamite, her ſoul is vexed within her, 
andthe Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not told me. P tick light was 
not, as the Schoolmen ſaid truly, in them, in manner of a-habir, which might 
— them to reveal the mind of God at any time, but holy men of God ſpabe 
ohey were carried or moved by the boly Ghoſt, 2 Per.1.21. And the Apoſtles 
A not al waies ſpeak by the Spirit, Peter was to be blamed when he compelled the 
Gentiles to ive as do the Fews, Gal. 2. 11,14. to him whom Chriſt ſaid, Mat. 16. 
18: Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church, he after faid, ver. 
2 Get thee behind me Satan, then art an offence unto me : for thon ſavonreſt not 
the things that be of God, but thoſe that be of men. But it was otherwiſe with 
EAA, his knowledge was habicual, alwaics ready in every thing he was to 
to, never deficient, be needed not th at any (bould teſtiſie of man, Ioh. a. 23. 
He ſpabe what be bad ſten and heard, Toh.3.32, we ſpeak that” we do knew, and 
2 65 we have ſeen, ver. i 1. He whin Osd bath ſent, fpeaketh the words of 
fir God gi nor the ſpirit by meaſure unto him, ver.34. The Prophets 
and the A were lighrs in their time: but rheit light is ſer, I mean their 
preaching ceaſertt. Zech. 1.3. Tour Fathers where are they? And the 
Prophets, de they live for ever? 2 Fer. 1. 14. Knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off 
tia my tabernacle, even ar our Lord Feſus Chrift hath me. But of Ghriſt 
itis faid; ' Rom. S. 9, 10. Knowing that Chriſt being raiſed from the dead dieth n 
more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, be died unto fin 
once : but in that be liveth, he liveth unto God, Eph. 4. 8. When he aſcended up on 
high, be led captivity cattive, and gave giſti unto men, ver. 10. He that deſcend- 
e the ſame alſo that aſrended farre abrue all Heavens, that be might fill all 
bing/, to wit, with his light 3 as it follows, ver. 11, 12,13. And be gave ſome, 
les: and ſome, Prophets: and ſome, Evangelifts : and ſome Paſtours and 
teachers ; for the perfelting of the Saints, for the work af the Miniſtry, for the e- 
the body of ( briſt, till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the kn 
e Son of God, unte a per felt man, unto the meaſure of the ftathre of the ful- 
' Chriſt. So that Chriſt is now nor only a permanent /ight,bur alto more 
ment, ſhining as he did on the earth to the lewis, ſo more gloriouſly, fince 
his aſcenſton, to the Gentiles. And rhough the man of fin hath much obſcured 
the light of Chriſt ; and the myſtery of iniquity that began to work in Pauls time bath 
pevailed, after the working of Satan with all power, and ſig nt, and lying wanders, 
yet ſhall that wic ed one be revealed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the Spirit 
of bis month, and ſhall defray with the brightnefſe of bis coming, 2 Thel. 2. . 
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And then [ball Chriſt more gloriouſly in his day, and with bim the righte- 

And fn fa pop. wy bf gre their Father, Matth. 13.43. And 

thes ſhall the Lord be to them an everlaſting light, and their God their glory, 
a, 60. 19. 


SeR, 6. Chriſt the effeFual inlightning Light, 

chriſt is the true light. that is, the eſſectu il light, which doch indeed that 
which light is to do. As he is termed the true bread whieh was 2 Heaven, 
oh. 6. 32. becauſe be giveth life to the world, vcr. 33. He that eateth of this bread 
ſhall live for ever, ver. 38. And as he is termed the true vine, loh.15.1. Be- 
cauſe he-yeilds fruit as a vine, ſo is he termied the true light, becauſe he doch 
inlighten eſſectually. Jeb 8.12. I an the hight of the world, ſaith Chriſt : be 
that followeth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſſe, but ſhall ba ve the light of life. loh. 
12.45. 1 am came a light into the world, that whoſoever believeth on me nat 
abide in darkneſſe. There are lights, that like ignis fat uus, fooliſh fire, lead men 
into dark lakes and bogs, whereinco they that follow them periſh: 
There are lights that for a while lead men in the way, and then ſoon gp our, 
and ſo leave men in darkneſſe and petplexity. But the Lord Chriſt al- 
waics in the right way, even in the way of life; neither is he ever extin 
cd, but ſo ſhines, as that whoſeever follows him, (hall be directed in 
his way, be guided into the way 2 
miſt, Fal. 35.9. is the fountain 
an ing light, that by irs brightneſſe, doth as ic were ſtrike dead, and caſt 
down to the earth, Reuel. t. 16, 1. When Chriſt 


inlightning, but that ſomewhat more is to be ſaid of 
the truth of Chriſt the light. 


Set. 7. Gbrift was the true Light in reſpe# of the truth of bis words. 

2. Chriſt is the true light, in reſpeR of his ſayings, he delivered that which 
was truth, which is Logick truth, and the truth he ſpake according to his 
mind, which is moral truth. 1. He could freely ſay, Jebn 8. 14. Though I 
bear recard of my ſelf, yet my record is true: for Il whence 1 came, and whe- 
ther I go. Ver. 16. If T judge, my judgment is true : for I am not alone, but I and 

. the Father that ſent me. Ver.17,18, It is written in Jour Law, that the teftime- 

eto men is true : I am one that bear wiſe of my ſelf, and the Faber that 
ſem me beareth witneſſe of me. Ver. 26. Het | me is true, and I (peak to the 
world thoſe things which I have heard of bim. Vcr.28. When ye have lift up the 
Son of man, then ſball ye know that I am be, and that I do nothing of my ſelf : bt 
as my Father hath taxght me, I ſpeak theſe things, Ver. 31,32. If ye continue — 
Word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed, and ye ſhall hnow *F _ and the 
ſhall malle you 3 Ver. 40. But ww ye ſeceb ts bill me; 4 man that bath told — 

k 
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we truth, which I have heard of God. ver. 45. Which of hun convinceth me of ſin ? 
if 1 ſay the truth, why do ye not believe me? Joh. 10. 28. The works that I 

(4 in my Fathers Name, bear n itneſe of me. Ver.37,38. If I ds mt the works 
my Father, elieve me nt. Bat 4 ds, though ye believe not me, believe the 
warks: that ye may know and believe, that the Father is in me, and | in bim. 
Joh. 16.10. The words that I ſpeak unto yew, I (p:ak nat of my ſelf : but the Father 
that dwelleth in me, he doerb the worbs, In which ſpeeches, our Lord Chriſt 
ert the truth of the light, that is Doctrine or Words he taught, in that they 
were received from God, and witneſſed by him, which was proved, 1. By 
the works which Chriſt did; which were inv incibly proved to be of God, by 
the greatneſle, frequency, ſreeneſſe, and goodneſſe of them, being in oppofiti- 
on to Satan, and with ſuch evidence of all freedom from impoſture and ac- 
quaintance with atan, that even thoſe who followed not Chriſt, did in his Name 
caſt out Devils, Luk.10.49,50. And by this he reſuted, Lxk.11.19. the Phati- 
ſees, who impured his caſting out Devils, to an aſl;ſtince of the Prince of the 
Devils. 2. By the concomitants and conſequents of his lifting up, which was 
his death on the croſſe, Joh. 11.32, For, 1. The prediction of ir, with the 
fulfilling chereof, ſhe wed he abe m God, whoſe property it is to forerell 
furure contingents as certain. 2. The things themſelves proved him to come 
from God. 1, The wonderfull accidents that hapned at his death, Mat.27.54- 
the renting of the Veil of the Temple, and of the rocks, and rhe quaking of 
the earth, and opening of the graves, made the Centurion and his Sovldiers 
fay, Truly this was the Son of God, 2. His Reſurtection, notwithſtanding all the 
obſtructian uſed by Pilace and the Jews, with the riſing of many bodies of the 
Saints which flew, and appeared to many in Jeruſalem, manifeſt by the many 
and undoubted ſigus thereof to many perſons many times proves his deſcent 
from God. 3. Ihe giving of the Spirit on the great day of Pentecoſt, in the 
of Proſclytes from all Countries, which was alſo done by Apoſtles i other 

es, together with many Miracles in his Name, proved that he taught the 
much he received from the Father. 4. The diſpoſſeiſing of Satan of his Em- 
pirein the worſhip of Idols, and the giving of Oracles as from them, and the 
drawing of the Gentiles to him, as he forerold, Fob. 12. 31,32. in which was 
part of che great myſtery of Godlineſſa, 1 Tim.3 16. which we at this day ſee ac- 
compliſhed, together with many other Prophecies of the deſttuction of Ferw- 
ſalem, 1's treading down of the Gentiles, the Preaching of the Goſpel over all 
the world, che calamiries of the Jews, the perſecution of rhe Chriſtians, wih 
other things, Matth.24. Lxb.21. and elſewhere, abundancly demonſtrate that 
he was the true light which came down from Heaven, in reſpet of the Do- 

cine he taught, and words he ſpake. 

His words allo appear to be the true light, from the matter of them, and the 
ends her cunto they tend, and the eſſects of them. For, 1. The matter of 
them is pure like God, containing holy Precepts, not amorous Poems, or ſo- 
phiſtical quirks of wir, or curious devices of art, or cunning maxims of State 

or glorious atchievements of war, or any thing that tends to exalt man, 
ſuch Precept: andRevelarions as make man ſpirirual, heavenly, 
wiſeJike unto God. There is not%:ing vain and fabulous. like to the 2 Pet. 1. 16. 
frothy wit of men, nor deceitfull, like to the wily old Serpent, but ! Cor. 2.4. 
ſolld and weighty, concerning peace with God, converſion unto 2 Ce. 42+ 
K ; 
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hi m, denying our ſelves, raking up our Croſſe, following of Chriſt in patience 
contentedneſſe, meełne ſſe, hamility, and ſuch like things, as ſhew faith in 
God, and hope of a reward in Heaven; all plain without flatrery of men ta 
induce them to follow him in hopes of earthly preferment,and werldly wealth, 
or pleaſure, or praiſe of men, bur the clean contrary : yet are they ſuch chi 

* as, when declared, appear ſo neceſſary for finners, ſo full of goodneſſe, and 
congrum y to Prophetical Predictions, that the conſcience of men nor lifted up 
with phariſaical concei's of ſelf-righteouſneſſe, nor ohſtinately addicted to theit 
own laſts, will aſſent to and embrace them. 2. The ends of them, and the 
eſſects, are the ſalvation of man, and the glory of God. All that Chriſt ſpake, 
ix was to comfort the humble and atflicted ſoul, L«b.4.18. ro caſe the burchen- 
ed, Matth.11.28. to direct them to God, to reform the evils in Gods worſhip, 
to take men off from covetouſneſſe, hypocriſie, and ſuch evils as are pernict-» 
ous, to believe in God, to love each other, to lay np our treaſure in Heaven, 

not to be exceſſivedy careſull for the things of this life, with whatever elſe 

might bring men nigh to God, and alienare them from this preſent evil world, 

And accordingly ſo were and are the N or new birth, re- 
joycing in God, mortification of the deeds of the body, comſort in cribulati- 

on, 4 liſe of faich, love to the Brethren iu Chriſt, and everlaſting conſolation, 
and good hope through grace. All which, with inumerable other Character 

und 5ymp"omes of Chriſts Doctrine and Teſtimony, do ſhew that he was the 

true light, and that what he ſpake to Pilare, Joh. 18.37. was right, To this end 

wor I bora, and for this cauſe came I into the world, that I ſbould bear witneſſe 
wits the truth : every one chat 5s of the truth beareth my vice. | 


Laſtly, Thar in reſpect of his ſinceriry or moral emmth he was the true light. 


it is mani.eſt in that as he ſaid to the Jews, he {o bt not bis own will, but the 
will of the Father which jet him, Joh 5.30. That eie bis own glory, Joh. 
8.50. Which appears in that he ſometimes forbad the ſpreading of his fame, 
withdrew himſelf when they would have made him King, 7ob.5.1 5. was con- 
tent to be deprived of ordinary conveniencies, Lub.g.58. in a word, made 
bimſelf of no reputation, or emptied himſe!f, and took upon him the form-. of a ſervant, 
and ws made inthe lileneſſe of inen, and being in faſhion at a ma he bumbl:d bim- 
ſelf, and became 05:d'ent unto death, even te the death of the croſſ*, Phil. 2.7 fl. 
that he might give Teſtimony to the truth. 


Sect. 8. Application by way of Vin licatim of our ſelves from the Acciſatin 
Een, as if we demted the Light, L 1.9, 4nd warning to ſhun falſe 
Lighre. 

From that which hath been ſaid, 1. It may appear, that thoſe who ge un. 
der the name of makers. do unjuſtly accuſe publique Preachers, as if they 
deny the true light, which inlightenech every man chat cometh into the worldz 
thar they deny Chriſt the light: for ſo in cheir ſpeeches and books they de 
frequen-ly charge them. None that 1 have ſeen, is mote profuſe and 
in theie charges then 8. F. thit is, George Fox, in his Catechiſm, who 
p. Toat neither the Jews nw Chriſtians, do believe in the light, which doth l. 
highten every man that cometh into the world, though they profeſſe ſame of Chriſts and 
the Aprſiles words, which the J:-vs do nat. P. 9. he faith, Teachers by tbe will 
vf man C mcaning publique Preachers in England ) and Profeſſors ſay, that 1 


* Chriſt the True Ligli. | 1 
\ not inlighten every one that cometh into the world, and they deny Chriſt. P. i 3. 
715 Ine ean confeſſe Chriſt, but who cgnfeſſe the light which every man is inligbten- 
ef withall. Bur frequently in the {ame paper, he terms ſuch as acknowledge 
vor the light, which he imagins every one hath, Artichbriſts, Decetvers, not 
Teachers of Chriſt, but deniers of him, p.15. But this crimination is but the ra- 
of men, that are uſed to make clamours and outcries without any proof. 
the text plainly enough diſtinguiſheth the light inlightening, and the 
tin every man, fiom that true light inlightning, yet they do nor, or will 

not underſtand this difference, bur conſound the light inlightning ( which is 
indeed Chriſt ) with the light within each man, which they term Chriſt, and 
therefore make them that deny the light within, to be deniers of Chriſt; as if 
z man muſt deny the Sun to be light, who doch deny the light to be in blind 
Barrimaws his eyes And yct we do not deny the light which is in every man 
*hat cometh into the world, only we deny the ſufficiency of ir ſelf, without 
e, preaching, and learning, to bring us to God, and to direR us in his 

ip, and to n ake known Chriſt to us, and the way of reconciliation and 
falration by him. Again, becauſe we call the -Scriprures a light, and the 
Freachers lights, therefore they exclaim againſt us as if we denied Chriſt the 
, and the light within. Whereas there is no repugnancy berween theſe ; 

iſt is the chicfeſt and higheſt light, and yer the Law of God, the Scriptures, 

the Apoſtles are lights of the world. Would any man in his wits reaſon thus? 
The Sun is the great light in the Acavens,and the Sun inlightens the eyes,there- 
+ fore he that calls che Moon a light, or a torch or candle a light, denies the Sun 
to be che light that inlightens all the world, and the light that is in mens eyes. 
Sure theſe men, while they thus, I cannot ſay argue, but clamour, give occa- 
fon to ſober men, to queſtion Whether —— not of thole t hat come into 
world without light, that have no light in t fith they cannot diſcern the 
wam of reaſon in theſe ſottiſh ſyceches, more ſuitable to idiors and children, 
then to men of ripe age. But I rather chooſe to pray God to give them light, 
then to upbraid them with their darkneſle : and to acquit our ſelves from their 

charge, rather then diſcover their folly. 

2. However it is neceſſary, that we be all warned to avoid falſe lights, and 
to make uſe of Chriſt the true light. There is much aſſectation and ptetence 
ol new light in theſe our daies. Nor is it to be denied, but that, through the 
bleſſing of God, much light, eicher new or newly appearing, hath ſhined 
forth: ſundry points · in Divinity, ſundry texts of holy Seriprure, have been 
lately more cleared then they were in former daies. Nevertheleſſe, it is to be 
heeded, that under pretence of new light, many vain fancies are vented and 
received, and that Satan hath prevailed with many to pur darkneſſe for light, 
and light for dat kneſſe. Of theſe none have more manifeſtly denied Chriſt, 
then thoſe that make a Chriſt within them the true light; and while they ex- 
cept againſt the light of the Sctiptutes, and the Word preached, under pre- 
knee of Chriſt being the Word, they put darkneſſe for -light, in that they 
make the natural light in each man, which is but darkneſſe in ſpirituals, asif 
it were to be heeded as mens rule in all ſorts of duties, and knowledge of the 
things of God. Doubtleſſe ſuch men do. really deny Chriſt, who deny the 
words of Chciſt to be their Rule: He that rejelleth ms, and receiveth not my 
, bath one that judgeth him, ſaich Chriſt, Jobn 12.48. And where A =_ 
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Chriſts words if not in Scripture I know not, which while men leave, and 
deny to be the Goſpel, bur direct men to the light within them, and call chat 
the Goſpel, they do plainly rejeR Chriſt the light, and follow the falſe light of 
mens vain imaginations 3 nor can it be expected but that they ſhould walk in 
darkneſs, and ſtumble and fall to their deſtruction. Be perſaded therefore 
as you deſite your ſafety, to make uſe of Chriſt the true light indeed, not in 
that ſenſc in which Fanaricks call Chriſt the light in them, which is not the 
true Chriſt or true light (who is in heaven, bur ſuines forth in the Scriptures 
and the explaining and preaching the doctrine which is contained in them ) 
bur a meer phantaſme or fooliſh fire, which ſerves not to guide but to delude 
men. The ſame is to be ſaid of them that follow Eccleſiaſlick traditions un- 
written, Popes determinations, Prelates, and Councils Canons, Fathers ſayin 

as their light: Concerning all whom ir is true, that there is no light in them, 
that they are not derived from Chriſt the true light, except they agree with 
the words of Chriſt in the holy Scripture, whereby the true light doth en- 
lighren, as is to be ſhewed in the next point to whch I proceed. 


Chr.ft the Enligtening Light. 


SERM. III. 
Joh.1.9. That was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh int 
the world. 

SeR. 1. Chrift enlighten! all things with their natural light, as Creatonr, 

T He next point is, that -Chriſt Jeſus is the enlightening light. The dy- 
3 ſpring from on high ſaith Zacharias, Luk.1.79. bath viſued ws, to give light 
te them that ſit in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, Luk.2.32. Simeon terms 
him 4 light to lighten the Gentiles. For explication of which, it will be requi- 
ſite that I ſne w, 1. With what light Chriſt doch enlighten. 2. Whence it is. 
3. By what meanes he doth enlighten. 4. Why he doth enlighten. 

1. The light with which Chriſt doth enlighten is manifold : 1. There isa 
bodily light in inanimate bodies, ſuch as are the Sun, and Moon, and Stars, 
of which Moſes faith, Gen. 1.16. And God made two great lights, the greater 
light to rule th: day, and the leſſer light to rule the night ; be made the Stars alſo: 
And God ſet them in the firmament of the heaven 00 give light un the earth, and 
to rule ever the day and over the night, and to divide the light fon the darkneſs. 
And it is ſaid, Pſal. 33.6. By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, 
all the hoſt of them by the breath of bit mouth. 2. There isa natural light of erea- 
tures, which have fight ro diſcern what is convenient for them, and accor- 
dingly do move towards that which agrees with theit nature, ot remove 
that which they diſcern inconvenient co them. Of the light or life of theſe 
beings, it is to be conceived that the word which was in the beginning with Cd, 
was the cauſe, according to that of the Evangeliſt, Job. 1.3. AM things were 
made by him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 3. L 
is a rational light of men, whereby they are able to judge of what in duty 
they do or omit, and have a conſcience or privity to their own actions 5 


ther right or wrong. And of this a!ſa Chriſt is the efficient, as the wol 
following 
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win 1.4. iuaport, In bim was life, and the life was the light of men. 
Made orts of light the werd enlightens with, as Creatour z 1542 ſaid 
ofhim, That by him were all things created that are in heaven, and that aye in 
earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities 
or powers, all things were created by bim and ſer him. And be » before all 
things, and by him all things conſiſt, Col. 1. 16,1. And to like purpoſe it is ſaid, 
Heb.1.2,3. By whom alſo he made the worlds, and upholding all things by the 
word of bis power. 


Set. 2. Chriſt enlightens the world with the knowledge of God, as the 
Prophet of the Church. 
There are other ſorrs of light which are from Chriſt, as his Fathers Officer 
+ ſent into the world, and anointed for the recovery of man (allen by finne. 
1. There is the light 1 the knowledge of the glory of God, which is by the en- 
lightening that is in the face or pefſon of Jeſus Chriſt, as Paul expreſſeth it, 2 Cor. 
4.5. Whereby it is that we ſee as through a £laſs the glory of the Lord with un- 
teile face, 2 Cor. 3.18. Not as it was with Iſrael, when ahey could not hook 
on Moſes without a veil cver bis face, as it is ver.7.13. Till Chriſt appeared in 
thefleſh, rhe Gentiles were darkneſs. Paul ſaith of the Galatians, Gal. 4.8. 
Hywheit then when ye bnew not God, ye did ſervice unto them nbich by nature are 
nm Gt. Of the Epheſians, Te were once darkneſs, but now are ye light in the 
Lord, Eph.5.8. Of the Corinthians, Ye know that ye were Gentiles carried 4 
way unto theſe dumb Idols, as ye were led, 1 Cox. 12.2. The Fews alſo had 
their mindee blinded, the vail remained unta len away in the reading of the old Teſta- 
ment, which vail is done away in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 3 14. The being of the true 
God was ſo little known to the Gentiles, till Chriſt appeared to be a light to 
the Gentiles, that they were not only without God in the world, Eph.2.12, In- 
ſomuch that the Athenians themſelves, ſenſible of their ignorance of him, in- 
ſcribed their Altar chus, To the unknown God, Act. 19. 23. conſeſſing God was 
unknown of them: But they were alſo ſo vain in their imaginations, that they 
imagined thoſe things to be Gods which were no Gods, but creatures made 
to ſerve them, being imparted nnto all nations under the whole heaven ty Ged, 
Deut.4.19. Yea and under divers reſemblances, the meaner ſcrr of living 
crearures, Rom.1.23. And dead men, and Devils, 1 Cor. 10.20. And for the 
Fews, they underſtood not the counſel of God in giving of the Law, and the 
appointing ſacrifices and ceremonies ; till by the light cf Chriſt the end of 
theſe things was revealed. But the only begotten Son v hich is in the boſome of the 
Father, be hath declared Ged, Toh. 1.18. revealing his true being, and rhere- 
by undecciving the Gentiles, and his counſels in the giving of the Law, and ap- 
pointing the legal worſhip, and thereby hath enlighrened the Jews, And 
is enlightening is proper to him who tells us, Mat. 11.27. AU things are de- 
livered unto me of my Father, and noman knoweth the Son but the Father, neither 
tniweth any man the Father but the Son, and be ts nhomſoever the Son will re- 
Wal bim. This light is derived from Chiiſt as the great Prophet of the 
Church of God. 


Set. 3. Chriſt as high Prioft enlightens with the light of peace and joy in God 
2. There is a light of peace with * is by Chriſt, who i — 
3 peace 
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reconciling both Jews and Gentiles in one body by the craſs, having ſlain the 
— nur Epheſ.2.14.16, This is that peace which cn calls 4 peace, 
which he promiſeth to his Apoſtles, Jeb. 14.27. where he faith, Peace 1 
leave mith you, my peace I give unto you, not as the world giveth give I unt you, 
let nat your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. And again, Fob 16, 33, 
bings bave I ſprben unte you, that in me you might have peace, in the world 
ba ve tribulation z but be of go chear, I have overcome the world, 89 
that this light of peace with God, begers the light of peace and joy in the 
hearts of thoſe that are Chriſts; inſomuch that being juſtified by faith, and 
having peace with God thron gh'0ur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they rej:yce in the hope of the 
glory 1854 and not only fo, but they glory in tribulations alſo, Rom. 8.1, 2,3. 
This peace of God which pa 
and mindes through Gbrift 7 
even when the wicked are driven away in their, wickedneſs as with a ſtorm, yet 
the ri bath hope in bis death, Prov.14-32. As Oecolampadius when his 
light iled him near his death, told them about him, that he bad light enough 
within bim. Hereby the holy Martyrs and Conſeſſors when the heavens were 
black over them, the rage, frowns, threats, tortures of tytants, violently ruſhed 
upon them z yer ſtood unmoved without being ſhaken by any terrour or grief 
from them. Who ſball ſeparate ws fairh Paul, Rom.8.35,35,37,38, fam the 
love of Chriſt? Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or naked neſs, 
or peril,or ſword ? Nay in all theſe things we are mare then conguerours through bim 
that loved ws. For I am perſwaded, that neither death, nor life, nor Angels, nor prin- 
cipalities,nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any ether creature: ſhall be able to ſeparate ws Fam the love of God which is in c brit 
Jeſus our Lord. This light is derived from Chriſt, as the high Prieſt of the 
people of God. 


eth all underſtanding, keeping as a guard their hearts 


SeR. 4. Chrift 3s King of Saints, enlightens with the light of glury. 

3. There is yet a higher and more illuſtrious light from « hriſt, to wit the 
light of glory, which is termed by the Apoſtle Faul, Col.1.12. the inheritance 
of the Saints in light, and by our Lord Chriſt, 745.8. 12. the lighrof life, which 
is that eternal life, which is ſaid to be the gift of G through Fiſus Chriſt we 
Lord, Rom.6.23. This is that bleſſed light of the new Fernſal:m, which bath 
no need of the Sun, neither of the Mon t» ſhine in it, for the glory of God dub 
lighten it, and the Lamb js the light thereof, and the nation: of them that are ſaved 
See ene light of it, Rev.21.23,24. Of this light the glorified Saints 
ſhall be fully partakers at the reſurrection, when the righteous ſhal! ſhine forth 
« the Sun in the Kingdome of their Father, Mat 13.43. Their vile body, or body of 
debaſemert, ſhall be changed by the Lord Feſus Chrift, that it may be 2 libe 
wnto bis glorious body, Fhil. 3. 21. which is now more glorious then it was on 
the Mount, Mat.17.2. and yet then he was transfigured, and bu face did ſbim 
an the Sun, and bis raiment was white as the light. And for their ſpirits, doubt- 
leſs they ſhall then have farre greatet light. Now we ſee through a glaſs darkly, 
or in a rid le, but then face to face: Now I bew in part, but then ſhall I K 
even as alſo I am hn»:pn, 1 Cor. 13.12. They are defire th: thrane of God, and 
ſerue him day and night in bis Temple, and he that ſitteth an the throne ſhall dwell 
among them, they ſhall bunger as mere, nor thirſt any more, neither ſhall the — 

5 's 


u, Phil.4.7. Hence it hath come to paſs, that 
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onthem, or any beat. For the Lamb which is inthe midſt of the Throne, ſball 
them, and lead them unto living fountains of water, and God ſhall 
away all trars from their eyet, Rev.7.15,16,17. And there ſhall be no more death, 
wither ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain, Rev.21.4. No 
nige, or gloomy day, but perperual light and ſerenity, everlaſting joy ſhall be 

their beads ; all clouds Of fear, ſorrow, ignorance, deſpair, diſquietneiſe ſhall 
— And this light ſhall be from Chriſt as the King of Saints. 


Se. 3. Chrift inlightens by bis natural Power, as Gods Son, and by bis ſpecial 
Commiſſion, as ſent of God. | 
2. The natural light that all creatures have in their ſeveral kinds, is from 
that natural power which Chriſt Jeſus hath as the Son of God, by whom be 
, made the worlds, who being the brightneſſe of glory, and 1he charaBeo or expreſſe I- 
of bis perſon or ſubſtance, bears or upholds all things by the word of his power, 
1. 2,3. To this parpoſe tends the ſpeech of Chriſt, Jeb. 3. 17. My Father 
hnherto and I work, from whence the Jews gathered, that he rermed 
God bis own Father, making bimſelf equal with God, ver. 18, to which Chriſt 
anſwers, ver. 19. Verily, verily, I ſay to you, the Son can do nothing of dimſelf, 
but what be ſeeth the Father do, for what things ſoever be doth, theſe alſo dath the 
$mlibewiſe., Which ſhew that Chriſt aſlerted a coworking wich his Father in 
all his works, and power anfwerable to ii. The light of knowledge of God 
and his counſel, of peace, and joy, and comfort, of og} — everlaſting bleſ- 
ſedneſſe, the Lord Chriſt communicates, as by ſpecial Commiſſion 
his Father, ſealed, ſan#ified, and ſent into the world, whereby he was made 
light of the world, according to what he ſaich, Job. 9.3. As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world. And oy 9. For judgment am I come into this 
wild, that they which ſee not, might ſee, that they which ſee, might be made 
blind. The adminiſtration of the affairs belonging to the Kingdom of God, 
was committed to him for inlighrening, — protecting, delſvering, raifing 
up from the dead, and advancing his Church, ſubduing the devils, reproving 
and condemning oppoſers of his Doctrine and work,judging all in his great day. 
All things, faith he, Mat.11.27. are delivered unto me of my Farber Joh 5.40. 
For the Father loveth the Son, and ſheweth him all things that bimſelf doeth': and 
be will ſbew him greater works then theſe, that ye may marveil. For as the Father 
raiſeth up the dead, and quichneth them, even ſo the Son quickneth whom hs will, 
For the Father judgeth no man : but bath committed all judgment unto the Son, Mar. 
26.18. AJ power is given unto me in Heaven and in earth. By reaſon whereof, 
and his being made man to do this work, he is ſaid to come down from Heaven, 
af to do bis own will, but thewill of bim that ſent him, Joh. 6.38. And it is ſaid 
by Zacharias, Luk 1.78. The day ſpring from on bigh bath viſited us, to give light 
tv them that ſit in darkneſſe. 


Seft. 6. Chriſt inlightens by his Preaching, Example, Spirit, Apoſtles now in this 

| time, by his Fower and Glory inthe World to come. 
3. The inlightening with the later ſorts of light, imparted by Chriſt as ſent 
| into the world, is from him in this time now, or in the world to come. That 
ing which is now in thistime, is either by himſelf or his Deputies, 
imediately, or by mediation of others. 1. Chrift in the daies of his fleſh, or 
a5 
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as it is expreſſed Fobn 9.5. As long & be was inthe world wa the light of the warld 
1. He was the * the world by his preaching, herein he . the 
ſtill moving and inlightening all ſorts, and in all places tak ing occaſion to preach 
the Goſpel of the Kingdom of God, to the poor and all ſorts of people who 
reſorted to him. After his tempration he went a hut all Galilee teaching in their 
| net, and yreaching the Goel of the Kingdom, and healing all manner of 
82 and all manner of diſeaſe amozg the people, Mat. 4. 23. When he preach 
ed in the houſe, there was ſuch reſort to him, that his Mother and Brethren 
could not come at him by reaſon of rhe preſſe, hut ſtood without deſir ing to 
ſpeak with him, but he preferred the work of teaching the people, before 
private conference with his Mother, Mat. 12.47,48,49,50. No ſooner was he 
got out of the houſe, and come to the ſea fide, but great multitudes were 64 
thered tagetber unto bim, ſo that he went into a ſhip and ſate, and the whole multi-, 
tude flood on the ſkwre, and be taught them many things by Parables, Mat. 13.1 1243. 
After he had been in a deſert a while, when he came out, ſe%ing much pe. 
ple, war moved with compaſſion toward them, becauſe th:y were u ſheey not having 
4 Shepherd, and be began to teach them many things, Mark. 6.34. He was wont 
to go to the Mountof Olives to ptay, Luk,22.39. And early in the morning be 
came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him, and he ſate d um and 
tanght them, Joh. B. a. When he was in the way travelling, when he was at 
meales, he was ſtill teaching his Diſciples, or thoſe that were with him. ' He 
neglected eating. to proſecute the work of winning ſouls, and lightening them 
by his preaching. And this he counted his meat, as he told his Diſciples, 
ob.4 34. My meat is t» do the will of him that ſent me, and t finiſh bs work, 
this means the people which ſate in darkneſſe ſaw great light : and to them 
ſate inthe region and ſhadow of death, light ſprang up, Mar. 4. 16. Thus Jews 
Chriſt hath abaliſb. d death, and brought immurtality and life to light by the Goſpel, 
2 Tim-1.10, 

2. Chriſt was alight alſo by his Example. Good example doth inlighten 
men, not only directing, but alſo provoking others to foliow their ſteps. Men 
as they are ſaciable, ſo they love to do as they ſce o hers do. Hence it is that 
they live as much by examples as by Preceprs. Wereſote {aith Chriſt, Mat g. 
16. Let yur light ſo ſbine before men, that they may ſee your gy1d works, and glt- 

Father whieh is in heaven. Now of all the examples thac ever were, 
there was none wore illuſtrious then Chriſts : None (© ſull of love, goodneſſc, 


— — . —  — — 


patience, huniilicy , coatentedefle, obedience, innocence, quiet- 
neſſe, holy zeal, courag?, diligence in his work, ſcli-denial, heavenlyneſſe, 
faith, hope in God, and whatever el e is amiable and imirabls. He went alan 
doing goed, and healing all that were oppreſſed of 1h: Devil, Ac. 10 33. Ve dil u 
ane, neither was guile found in his mth ʒ when he was reviled, he reviled u. 
gain; ben he ſuff:1ed, be threatned not, but committed himſelf to him that judgeth 
riebtesuſly, 1 Pcr.2.22,23- The zeal of Gods hauſe did eat him wp, Joh.2.17. I 
was bis meat do do the well of him that ſent him, And to finiſh bis work, Joh. 4.34 
He ww the gond Shepherd, that laid down his ue fr bis Sheep, Joh.10.11. Hau 
hved bis own which were in the wwld, he loved them to the end, Joh-13.1. Thou 
be were their Lud and Mater, yet be waſbed bis Diſciples feet,ver.23,24. Though 
he was rich, yet {"r var ſabes he became poor, that we through his poverty might be 
rich, 2 Cor. 9. 9. Being tnth: farm of God, be Made himſelf of M reputations 1 

to 
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| Chrift the Enlightening Light. 21 
* the form of a ſervant, apd was malte in the likeneſſe of men, and be- 
led bi and became obedient unte death, 
1 the croſſe, Phil.2.6,7,8. He pleaſed not bimſelf, but ar it i writ- 
in; the reproaches of them that reproached Gad, fell on bim, Rom. 13.3. The Son 
ſan came not to be miniſtred to, but to miniſter, and to give bis life a ranſome far 
ay, Mar.20.28. In all cheſe things, and in all other his words and deeds 


 hedid ſhine forth ſo clearly, that even his enemies could not but acknowledge 


him to have been a holy and juſt perſon : even before Pontius Pilate be witneſſed 
Aud « confrſſion, 1 Tim. 5. 13. that Pilate who condemned him, yer acquitted 
him from fault. and che maleſactor that ſuffered with him teſtified, that he had 
done nothing anrfſe, Luk. 23.4.1 4,41. 

+ Chriſt did inlighten now in this time, as the expteſſion is, Mark.10.y8. 
ater his reſurreRion antil the day in which he was taben up, by giving Command- 
un through the =y A unto the Apoſtles whom he bad choſen, te Whom alſo 
he bimſelf alive after bis paſſina, by many infallible proofs , being ſeen 
75 fawrty dates, and Þeabing of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, 


1.2, . 
2a: Alter his departure out of the world into Heaven, he was and is an in- 
lightening light, now in this time mediately. 1. By ſending of the Holy Spi- 
fic, whom he promiſed ro ſend to the Apoſtles from the Faber, even the Spirit of 
nab, which proceedeth from the Father, and that he foonld reflife of bim, Joh. 18. 
85. And guide them into all truth : that be ſbauld not ſpeak of himſelf, but whatſo- 
tver he ſhauld hear, that be ſbould Peak, and would ſbe them things to come : be 


at the Father bad were bis, and therefore be ſaid, be ſbonld take of by, 
7 ir to them, Joh. 16.13, 14%. Which was accordingly accompliſhed 
n rit was given to ther, and thoſe Prophets, and ocher Teach- 
m, whom Chriſt gave to his Church,were enduedgwith the floly Ghoſt after 
kis aſcenſion. . To whom and to rhe reſt of Bel 


the holy Spirit is gi ven ac 


ne their Inheritance, and thereby the eye uheir ing are in- 
» that they may know what is the hope of hu callmg, and what the riches of 


| 227 Inheritance in the Saints, 1.14.19. Who receive at the (piris 
of the world, but the Spirit which is of Gad, that they might know the things which 
ae freely given them of C, 1 Cor. 2. 1 2. Becauſe — Song, Cod ſends forth 
whe of bis Son im their hearts, crying Abba Father,Gal.4.6. 
2. By the ſending of Apoſtles and other Teachers into all Nations, of whom 
in that reſpeR he ſaid, Mat.5.14,15. Te veche light of the world, A City that 
is ſet en an bill cannot be bid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a buſbe!, 
4 and it giveth light to all that are in the bauſe. Epbeſ.3.8,9. 
Ta faith of himſelf, Th me is this grace given, to inlighten all men, as the word 
being the ſame which is uſed Fob. 1. 9. And indeed, Chriſt 
when be aſcended wp on bigb, led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men, ſome A- 
; and ſome Prepbets : and ſome Evangelifts : and ſome Paſtours and Teachers, 
8.11. who were Angels of light, and being placed on high hills, in 
great Cities, and on Candleſticks in many Churches, were eminent lights in the 
world. So that was ſaid of the Heavens, Pſal.19.4. was verified of then, 
Their ſound Went into allthe earth, and their words ume the ends of the worl{,Rom. 


2 glorije Chrift, for be ſhould receive of bis, and ſhould ſhew it to the Apaſtles, - 
and ſbew 


10,18. By which light the unfruicfull works of darkneſſe, to wit, * 
f F 
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o\ the powers of datknefle, in their Idolatries and other | 
diſc and innumerable fouls brought out of the power ofdarkn 
the of the Son of God. From whoſe light ſucceeding Teache 
nr 
ing, many mi 0 omane Empire, and other 
of the . became Chriſtians, and were added to the Children ot 
fight: and theſe Teachers are termed Starres in Chris right hand, Rev. 1.0. 
Laſtly, In the world to come, as the phraſe of Chriſt is, Mark, 10.30. dr 
the — that lighteneth out of the one part under Heaven, ſhineth unto the 4- 
ther part under Heaven : fo fhall alſa the Son of man be in his day, Luk.19.24. 
Then ſhall he put on his ow apparcl and deck himſelf with light # 4 
garment, and being attended with all the Angels of light, ſhall come in the 
fey of his Father, and raiſe up the bodies of all the Children of light, and 
kno 


them to rhe light; ſo as that thoſe eyes which were boared' out for act 
wiedging him, ſhall ſee him riding on the clouds of heaven triymphane. 

= up they themſelves ſhine as the Sun in the Kingdom of the Father. And 
he ſhall be our noon · light, Wwe ſball know 4s we are known, 1 Cor.14.12, 


Sect. 7. Chrift inlightens by reafon of his own luſtre, and bis Fathers deſign ts 
to bim te the world. 

The Reaſons why Chrift is thus an inlightening light, are 1. From his own 

3 he being light of himſelf, is as all light is, apt 2 


cs puts on — 1 Joe. N. 
actin om! 5 

moſt , which is the Kingdom of darkwefl: b. th 
Lord Jeſus, , loved the li Kingdom being the 
dom of light. His birth was manifeſted by a Starte, Mat. 2. 2. he bei 


Star that ſhould come out of Jacob, as Nalaam ſoretold, Numb.24.17. A 
war darkpeſſe over all the Land at bis death, ſo that the Sun was darkned, Luk. 
23.44,45. Whidtſhewed that then the Sun of righteouſneſſe was eclipſed, 
His preaching was in the light, 7 openly, ſaid he, Nh. 18. 20. to the world, 
Jever taught in the Synagogue, in the Temple, whither the Jews alwaies n- 
fort, and ia ſecret baue I ſaid nothing. His life and pra ctice alto was ſo iiuſtri- 
ous and open, that he could boldly appeal to his adverſaries own teſtimony of 
him, Which of you convinceth me of ſin 7 Joh. 8.46. : f 
2. Chriſt was the true light inſi ing the world by his Fathers ſpecial 
deſign, 1. Out of ſpecial to his people, for whoſe ſake «Chrift vn & 
neinted to preach the Goſpel to the poor, ſent to beal the broken-bearred, to preach 
deliverance to the captrver, and recovering of fight to the blind, to ſet at liberty 
them that are braiſed, Luk 4. 18. 4 to the Prediction, 1/.60.1,2,3. 
-4 gf + 4 light cometh, and the glovy of the Lord is riſen mon 


. , ſhall cover the earth. and grofſe darkneſſe the pre- 
ple : "but the Lord ſhall ariſe won ther, and bin glory ſhell be ſeen upon thee, And 
the Texter foal come ro y gr, and Kings te the brghreſe of ty rife 
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8 Chriſt the Enlipliening Light. 23 
daffeQion to Chriſt. For the Father loveth the Son, ind bath Erven all this 
hind, Joh.3.35. For the Father loveth the Sen, and ſbeweth all things 
ut himſelf doeth, For as the Father raiſeth up the dead, and quickneth them: 
Me rhe Fon quickuerh whom be will. For the Father judgeth no man, bus bath 

all judgment unto the Son > that all men ſhould honour the Son, even as 
they diner the Father. He that bonouretb not the Sen, honowreth not the Father 
which bath ſent bim, Joh.6.21,22,23, Te this end it was that the Word was 
made fleſh, and dwelt among men, (and they beheld bis glory, the glory as of the 
— 5 full of grace and truth, John 1-14. And to this end 
6 


he appear to John, Revel.1.13. chathed with a garment down to the foot, and 
7 kr rp ate rr girdle. His head and bis hairs were white like 
as whire as and his eyes were as a flame of fire. And bis feet libe unte 


Frey er 4s burned in 4 furnace ; and bis voice as the ſound of mary wa- 


n. And be had in bis right band ſeven Starres : and out of bis mouth went a 
ſharp two-edged Sword : and bis conntenance Was as the * in his ſtrenęth, 
e 14,15,15. His laſt glorious appearing, as it is rermed, Tit. 2. 13. ſhall be 
with bis mighty Angels in flaming fire, 2 Theſ. 1. 7,8, 10. ben be ſhall come to 
be glorified in bis Saints, and to be admired in all them that believe, God having 
Fuer 1 CC ney ——ů 
of every knee ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, thr earth, and 
— earth: And that every tongue ſhould ' confeſſe, that Feſus Chriſt is 
the Lord, to the glory. of God the Father, Phil.2.9,10,11. 
Seck. 8. Application by way of Inference, that we are to bleſſe God for Chrifts in- 
ening, cndeons vob — dren of Light. Wt 
From that which hath been ſaid, ir 1. That thefe is much cauſe that 
we ſhould bleſſe God for this i benefit to men, eſpecially us 
Gentiles, of raiſing up Chriſt to be the inlightening light of the world, Sure 
all light which ſhews to inlighren, and not to amaze, is a great gift. They 
that have been long blind, or kept in darkneſſe, and after recover their fight, 
and ſee the light, how are they over-joyed ! When blind Bartimane received 
bis ſight, be followed Chrift glorifying God, Luk.18.43. And ſhall not we glo- 
rie God, who receive lightfrom Chriſt, not only to follow him in the way 
in which he travelled or erg. but alſo in the way in whieh he into 
y? We ſometimes ſeem to wiſh, that God would fend us the light of 
, and will we not praiſe God who hath ſent his Son from Heaven to be 
true inlightening light to guide us to Heaven ? Zacharia bleſſed God, that 
| OT mercy he's | m on bigh hath viſited us, to give light to them 
that ſit in darkneſſe, and is the ſhadow of death, to guide wor feet into the way 
Nace, Luk.1.78,79. Simeon 5 aſter his meeting wi 
Chriſt in the T bur bleſſed God that bis eyes — — * 
be bad prepared before the face of all people, « lied en the Gentiles, and the 
they of bis people Iſrael; Luk. 2.28, 29, 30, 31. Herein we are bound to imitate 
them, and to be inlarged in our bleſſing God, and glorifying him for this great 
injoyment of the true inlightening light. =_ 
* 2. Sich Chtiſt is the inlighteni light, they that are Chriſts are Children of 
2 | e 


24 Auen coming ius the world 
the and of the day, wt of the night or darkneſſe 
Res ide in 2 Beg, Ind wk imdar 

Chriſt. For what fellowſhip hath righteouſneſſe with 775 
communion hath light with d arkneſe ? And what concord 


do in not coming ta the light of che Seriptutes taught by Preachers, whom. 
y term Prieſts. Herein aſſo ſhew themſelves not t 


they conte 
be children of the light, in chat chey will not di plainly what they hold, 


dep y by quiſti 

our, t in anſweri 
ad fall to reviling. —— all har 2altri lawnes, be, 
intemperance, uncleanneſſe, deceit, and ſuch like evils, they are not 
in the light, nor have communion with c hriſt, but abide in dar Toa 
chat would approve your ſelves to be in Chriſt, muſt caſt away the works of 
darkneſſe, av. hd re ram —_—_ no fellowſhip with the u- 
works of dar Y reprove them v om. 13. 12. Epheſ. 5. 11. 

of this more in chat which follows.. : : * 


T—— — —— 


Men coming into the world need: Dight from Chriſt. 
SE RN. IV. | 
— Xe ws the true light, which - lighteth every man» that cometh into the 
0 Wer 0 g ' 


Seft. 1. The neceſſity of Chriſte Enlightening is aſſerted, becauſe of rhe dlindueſſ 
which is in all at birth. 

CNOning into the, world hath a double ſenſe, either enteriag on ſome action 
= or buſineſſe among men, or ſhewing themſelves a mer; and (6 
- falſe Prophets ate Lid ro come into the world, or to go out into world, 1 Joh. 
41. And in this ſe ſe it is a truth, that Chriſt commg iu the world 67 « fe- 
pher, Joh. 6. 14. was the mur light inlightening : But | gave Reaſons againfi this 
ſenſe, Serm.1. Seil. 1. Or coming into the world is meant of humane birth, in 
the ſame ſenſe in Which it is faid, rhar @ man is bern inte the world, n 
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z T.conceive meant by Chriſts going forth from the Pather, and comi 
14, Joh. 15.28. And well on the world, Heb.1o. . Groth i 

Aue, annet. on Fob. r. 9. argues from the diſtinction of being born and coming 


= * 
A 


the 

h to the world: But chat is nor cogent, fith the ſame thing may be 

5 two expreſſions. But however it be meant, when yk 10 of 
that he came into the world, yet here, where it is ſaid of mau com- 
ing into the world, muſt be meant of humane birth, which ſeems moſt prohdble 
"ſor the reaſons given before, and accordingly, this point is thence deducible, 
That every that comes into the world, needs light from Chrift. Which poſj;ion 
i true; 1. Becauſe every man is born deſlitute of ſpiricual light in rhe thing 
of God, concerning his duty and the way of falvarion, 2. Becauſe ev 
. + han is liable to death and trouble, and wrath, and evil from God, as-he is 
born into the world: and Chrift came a light into the world,to remoye both 
theſe ſorrs of darkneſs, and none elſe can do it. The former of thele is to be the 
more ſully confimred, beeauſe it overthrows the main pofition of the Quakers, 
Ir ever} man bath & light within him ſufficient to guide him, ſo as that following 
be may pleaſe God, and be ſaved without the light of Scripture, or preaching 
publique Teachers, And it alſo confirms the Doctrine of Original corrupri- 
and parti eſſectual converting grace, againſt univerſal ſufficient grace, 
m er of free will, in the ſtate man is in before converfion,which Papitfts, 
Arminians, Socinians, Freewilters maintain, and irhe perſection and merit 
which after converſion bapiſts and Quakers do aſſert. 


| SeR. 2. Univerſal corruption at birth, is proved from Joh 3.6, 
T hall begin with the words of Chriſt, Fob. 3. 6. Toat which i born of the 
ſh, feſt and that which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit. To underſtand the 
force of the argument from hence, it is to be conſidered, that Chrift uſeth 
theſe words in his conference with Nicodemim, as 2 reaſon of the neteſſity 
of new birth by water and the Spirit, that 4 perſon may enter inte the dom 
God. The Kingdom of God meant Job. 3. 3,5. is to be underſtood of the 
om of glory, or chat ſtate of everlaſting happineſſe, which none but 
that are clean, finecre end really holy, ſhall ever be admitted to: in 
which ſenſe it is taken; when converſion, obedience, humility, and ſuch like 
qualificarions are prerequired to it, and it annexed to them, as Mat.5.3,rb, 
20, K 7.21. K f. 11. K 18.3. & 19.14, 23, 24. K 21.31. Mark.g.47. K 10.14, 
1$,23,24,25. Lak, S. 20. & 13.28,29. & 18.16,17,24,25. Aﬀ.14.22; 1 Cor. s. 
eo. K 15.50. Gal. 3. 21. 2 Theſ.t.s. 2 Tim. 4. 18. James 2.5. 2 Pet. 1. 1m. 
The vifible Church doch admit into it many that are proud, and impure in 
heart, and therefore the qualifications of holineiſe and puricy here prerequi- 
red are not neceſſary for entrance into ir. Whenee it follows, that the new 
birth N as neceflary, Job. 3. 3,5. is of the inward man, to that real l 
holineſſe which is oppoſite to ancleanneſſe or unholineſſe which was in the 
uſt birth; and conſequently, when ic is ſaid, That which is born of the fleſh, 
i feſb, muſt be thus expounded, impure and ſmiull, or vitious, according © 
that ſenſe which the term hath, Gal.$.15,17,19,24. which is confirmed by 
the oppoſition in the other parr of the verſe, That which is bern of the Spirit, 
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"1s-Spirit : For as t be Spirit, is meant of true and reall holinefſe, which is 
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world, Jok. 18.37. that the coming into the world, is ſtill by ſhe wing 
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e Kult an Aeſk f \ The Fat of the. ric; ſo the 1 
con en 2 by L 25 
of and re corruption, has 
ge of natural life without ſin, or of meer weak: 
_ Eve before ſhe ſinned, 8 not to 'the 
A of theſe there's no nu 


FT 


i God. A perſon may be ſpirit, and ye 
is weak, and do the actions of a natural life ; 3 
is ts him that js ſpirit, and therefore natu- 
irmiry wirhout {10 is not all chat is meant by fleſh z there's 
of minde by Mb, as well as naturality or wir. 
x Cor15'50. which came inert the ig 1 
body in its weakneſs and imper ſection. But 0 

2. Fe . Spirit are fleſh, whereas Chilft ru 
born of the Spirit is Spirit; and the new birth which makes us no 

— fee r ſe, is not the birth of water and of the 

e 8. but % ou of God, by which be will 4 6 05 

I . water and Lr is hete in 

hs ill che reſurr e the ſame is not meant 
thor WEN — Toh 3.6. but in the one place that 
weakneſs is meant which is removed [ihe youer of Gan and the voice of 
Chriſt ar his coming to judgement; the that ſinſull blindeneſi, igno- 
rance, concupiſcence, which is conſequent on humane generation, and is re- 
moved by the preaching of the Goſpel made efſeftual by the Spirk nd 


I argue, If that which is born of the by humane generati6o, 
that is — L.. 
cupiſcenee, ſo as chu be born again of water and the Spirit, afore it 
can-enter into the of God ; chen every man that cometh into the 


world by meer hnmane generation, is void of light to guide him in his way to 
God and to ſalvation, — Chriſt enlighten him: But the nad. 
true, 8% hath been ſhewed by opening the Text, 1ob.3. 6. therefore allo the 


86d. 3. rn light without Chriſt eniigtening, is proved fam Rom. 8, 7,8, 
Teer ng I Cor. a. 4. Mar. 7. 21. Iam. 1.14. 
2 ne ne Ir Ab pats wry 
e the carnal minde, or mi Is ty Go n u 
Heck te the Law of God, — . 
— N God. In which is 
vinding of the fleſh js death: Now by feſh is to 
ey that is ia man, for neither meer natural „ fach as was in Ad 
2 nor the doing of natural actiom without fin, not 
of theſe are enmity againſt God or death, or impoſſible to be 
— Law : But the minding of the innate pravity, whoſe wars 
ae ſet down, Gal.5.19, Now ſuch are all that are not in the Spirit, ver. 
and that by birth, F4b.3.5. Therefore all that come into the world are 
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ad allies be in the Spirit, are void of chat lighe which might bri 
4 N the Law of God, and ſo e T. 


nil Act. 13. 22. Therefore it muſt be underſtood of all afore they are en- 5 


veal Light by. Chi. 


; 
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lame be further confirmed from the allega App Apoftle * 
m— where to prove that all both Few; and Gentiles are — fea, 17 
our of Pſalmes the 14. and $3. that it is written, there is mone ri 
us, 20 not ane, there is none that underſtandeth, there is none that ſecheth, afte 
2. they are all gone out of the way, they are altogether become unprofitable, 
2 ns not one; Which cannot be true if underſtood 
aan, then the Scriptures ſhould be falſe, that ſay that 
a righteous man and w with God, Abraham was one that God ö 
teſtified of to have feared bim, Abel obtained ' tefti that he was W 
righteous, God eff oc ei, Heb.11.4 Of David God ſaid, I have 1 
fond David the ſon of Feſſe « man after mine own heart, which ſhall fullfill all il 
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Men taming into the woria by 
Soalary deſcribed, ſuch as haue not the Spiri; in neither place is 
word. ke \ regdered oy But were it yeclded, that 1 Gor, 2. 14. 2 
word ned [natural man] fignific a weak Chriſtian; ſure it 
ifa weak Chriſti cannot know the things of the Spirit of God withour 
Ehriſts enlightening, mach leſs a man not 2 

the 5 taith, 2 Cor. 3. 3. he was not ſuffecient of himſelf, to think am thing 
4s 


theſe Texts, when our Saviour Mar.7.21 makes evil reaſeningy, 

thoughts, and folly, to came Fam within out of the heart of man, he ſurel wy 

mens hearts void of light, till they be cnlighrened wich his light: And when 

James, Chap. . 14.1 8. makes every mans ſin the ifſue f bis own luſt, & every 

; 2 Father of lights, who of bis' o Wil begets us again with the 
— 

till the Father of lights begers us again wich rhe word of truth. 


Sect. 4. ' Vacuity of light witban chris enlightening, is proved fm Gen.. f. K 
8:21, Job 14.4. 815.14. K 25.4,5,6. K 11, 12. Plal.$1.5. Jer. 1014 
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oth intimate, Job 14. 4. where to . 
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in Chriſt : Ye 


of trxth, Jam.1.17,18. he intimares there's not light in us co avoid in, 
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being unclean naturally, none by natural generation can be- 
childe. And if all are unclean morally as they come into the 
then all are void of lighe ( for that's a chief part of moral unclcan- 


till Chriſt enlighten them. 
ſame is confirmed by other paſſages in the Book of Job, as Chep.15.14. 
he which «is born of a woman, that be 
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himſelf: Now of ſuch corruption, 
inefs, is a chief 
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* they are can be 
imputed the derivation of 


fich the ignorance, untcac 
eſpecially in duties of Religion, and the worfhi 
ling. 22 r Goverument, and 
y the wildeneſs of mens ſpirits is ramed, they be 
and conformiry to the.r duty: And even then when by ſuch meanes 
he hearts and livez.of men are ſomewhat faſhioned, yet upon every new pro- 
vocation of fear or haps, (hep. Query ey from any good courſe 
adembrace any errour, unleſs by the Miniſtery of the word, hep of Go- 
wrament, and work of Gods Spirit, they be ſtrengthened, do full that 


= 


| ofthemicives perſons want lightto guide them, and power to d them- 
ſelves in any thing that is good 3 e to receive im- 
and ro hatch devices of fin and crrour, till Chriſt do calighten 
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30 Men coming into the world 


Seck. Every: man needs enlightening by chr, by reaſon of the many cu '3 


#:-'* conſequent on ſin. | 
As for the ſecond — needing light from Chriſt, by reaſon of the 
evils confequent on our natural darkneſs, which are not to be removed bur by 
Chriſts enlightening ; it n in like manner manifeſt by Scripture and en-. 
perience 


For 1. I is plain rom Scriprure, that by one man fin emred into the world, 
and ſo death by fin; and fo death paſſed upon all men, fer thas, or in whom al bam 
ſinned, Rom . 1 2. By the offence of one, judgement. care upon all men to con 
demngtion, ver. 19. 1 Cor.t5.22. In Adam all dir. No it is by Clift, who 
enlighreneth mens eyes, that this death and condemnation are removed, and 
by no other meanes. In Chr:ft ball all be made alive, 1 Cor.15. 22. Even 


by the righteanſneſs of one, the Fee gift came upon all men unto juſtification of life, 


Rom. 5. 18. 

2. Befides denth and condemnation, all mankinde are liable to innumers - 
ble evils, to lighten the burden of which, the enli ing of Chriſt is v 
neceilary ; for that alone can give ſupport and to the ſoul in the bea. 


mg of them. Man is born unt) trouble, & the parks fie yyward, Tob 5.5. Mun 
that is born of a woman is of few daes, and full of trouble, lob 14. 1. Sufficiet 
upto the day, faith our Lord Chriſt, is the cu thereof, Mat.6. 34. 

1. Nan of all creatures is born meſt ebnoxious to harm z he is born naked 
and weak, unable ro make proviſion for his own ſuſtenance : Naked came þ 
out of my motbeys womb ſaith Fob, Chap. 1. 2. We brought nothing into this world, 
1 Tim.6.7, The greateſt Prince is born as naked as the meaneſt Peaſant, and 
all come erying into it, as bewailing their entrance into che world. 
the Pateges viidyoe — is born into the world, yet the childe doch. 
not o. Other creatures ean quickly help themſelves : Many years paſs over 
a childes head ere he can beg bread, much lefs carn it. He wants a great 
while both feer to ſenk it, and tongue to ask it, and hands to take it, and d 
ta eat it. 

2. To obtain it much care and labour is neceſſary : It is rhe doom awarded 
to Adam, Gen 3.19. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread, till then n. 
tern to the ground, There is much pains, and coſt, and care, and hazard in 
all employ mens, ——— — is obtained; but in none more then in 
tilage and husbandry, whereby the proviſion of bread the ſtaff of mans 
is procuscd ; and after all the induſtry, and skill, and charge, that is uſed, the 
ground is curſed for mans ſabe, thornes and ubiſt las it brings foxth ] man, Geng 
17,18. Sometimes the ſeven lean kine devour the ſeven far ones ; the years of 
ſcarcity exceed the years of plenty, ſo as that there is no bread to be had, 
nor ſeed to ſowe the ground. 

3. 1 as — r rg ph ny every — Walberd ins 
vain ſtew, ſurely they are jened in vain, apeth wp liches, and buownth 
not who ſhall gatber them. which a man hath laboured for and goren to- 
gether, oft times he bach na it: Sometimes it periſheth of it ſelf, fone 


nett i ſtolne or plundered from him He that is as rich a5 % was one 
day, is as poor as he was the next day: Sometimes a man 10 {dolizgh hy 
wealth, that he hath not a heart te uſe it, but only to look on jr, and to tilt 
#f it; Sometimes fickneſs, or death ſeizeth on him, and then a; jr was with 
the. 
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te yain man, Zub,12.20, his ſaul, is taken from him, his projets fail, his 
e Wr ich cauſed Solomon to lay, Cecl. a. 18. Tea 

bated all my labour whichk I bad under the Sun, becauſe I ſhuuld leave it 
uus ide man that ſhall be after me, who knoweth whether he ſhall be 4 wiſe 
nas or 4 fool ? yet ſhall he have rule over all my lab:zur wherein I bave labowed, 
ad fbewed my ſelf wiſe under the Sun: This is alſo vanity. Whence he inſers, 
#22. For what bath man of all bis laboxr, and of the vexation of his heart, 
whwein be hath laboaured under the Sun ? For all bis dayes are ſorro a et, and bis 
teveil grief, yea his heart taketh wt reft in the night : This is alſo vanity, 

4. There is much more evil conſcquent on that darkneſſe, or ſinue which 
entered into che world, by reaſon of the frequent annoyances, perſecmi- 
, and temptations which are cauſed by the — of the world, and the 
ing of cur adverſary the Devil, who continually geeth about like 4 roaring Lyon 

mg whom be may deumre. By which it is chat all are full of. trou- 
Nes, civil and forraign wars, which waſte people, and their wealch; private 
hich undo many towns aud ho':{cs; Law-ſuires, and lactions, ant 
eftularions, and diſcords, which ruine many perſons and families; brawls and 
jarres, and contentions, which overthrow many houſes, and cauſe perpetu- 
d vexation. Many ſecret murders, adulteries, perjurics, idalatries, and o- 
ther evils, are cauſcd by the Prince of darknefle, which verifie that cenſure 
of Solompn, Ecol-1.1 4. I have ſeen all the works that are done under the ſun, and 
bold, all is vanity and vexation of ſpirit. 

Beyond theſe, from the darkneſſc of our own hearts, there do awe 
ſo many perturbations of mind, fears, jenlouſies, dotages, vain hopes,  ambi- 
— fooliſh imaginations, inordinace anger, imp atience and diſcon- 
rent, ſometimes by provocations, ſometimes caulleſſe, upon tales, ſurmiſes, 
miſtakes, dreams, fancies, impoſtures, contingencies, and other wiſe, as make 
the mind of man like the troubled ſea when it cannot reft, whoſe waters caft up 
mire and dirt, as the Prophet ſpeaks, Iſa. 57.20. 

6. Bur moſt of all the conſcience of ſinne, and the ſenſe of Gods wrath, 
and the fear of death and j t to come, overwhelm the ſpirit of man 
with horrour, make Felix tremble, Cain turn 8 Saul gro eſperate, 
and betake himſelf to one that had a familiar ſpirit, Judas become his own 
executioner. In a word, make many hen — death. all their life-time 
fel to bandage, Heb.2.15. This being of all other the greateſt torture of 
the foul, when God hides his face from a perſon, which made 7ob expreſſe 
humſelf in _ ditty, Job 13. 24, 25, 26. Wherefore hideſt thow thy 
face, and boldeft me for thine enemy ? Wilt thou break « leaf driven to and Fe? 
dad wilt thow purſue the dry Hubble? For thou writeſt bitter things againſt me, and 
mobeft me to poſſeſs the iniquitier of my youth. For as Solymen ſaith truly, Prow 
— The Pirit of a man will ſuftain bis inſirmiiy, but a wounded Pirit who can 


All theſe things, and ingumerable other evils, experience ſkews to inſeſt 
the life of wan, againſt which the only _ is well adviſed reaſon, oom - 
poſedneſs of ſpirir, patience, ſaith, hope in God, which muſt be communica- 


ted from Chriſt, who enlightens all with natural or ſupesnarural light z of 
which I am next EE * 


8 2 Sect. 


Oe ty — 
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- feathers, and the ſenſe of trouble ſhould allay the exceſſe of our joy in 


33 Wien coming inta.the world, &c. 
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Sc& 6. Apfilication to e 1. of s evih, and a 5 
| and to 2 to ft 4 ure above, and light — 


to comfort u. 
In the mean time by that which hach been ſaid, 1. Ir is neceflary for our 


- good, that we ſhould be ſenſible of theſe two things. 


1. That fin is an imbirtering thing, that rakes away the reliſh and pleaſure 


of all the goods we have under the Sun, and of our very lives 


themſelvei. 
Azaz if he had ei death, then bicterneſſe had been overpaſſed, 
and — he * delicately, 1 Sam. 15. 32. But experience 
ſhewed, thar there is oſten more bitterneſſe in life chen in death. Nor i; it 
likely to be otherwiſe as long as fin remains, for that's 4 root of bit 
12.15. 4 root that bearcth gall and wormwood, Deut. 29. 18. While there ij fig 
in our eating and drinking, there will be bitterneſſe in our meats and drinks: 
While there is ſin in our nuptials, chere will be bitterneſſe in our marriage ſo- 
ciety. All ſtares and conditions here, will have their frets, their gnawing 
worms, and eating mibthts. When God correfls man with rebukes for iniquity, 
be makes his beauty to conſume away like 4 moth : Surely every man is vanth, 


39.11. 
2. That we have lictle cauſe to glory in our birth. It is the property of ma- 
mes boaſt of their birth, iris che manner of all Patents to rejoyce attheit 
ildrens birth. But the ſenſe of ſinne ſhould take away oor glorying in our 
ſelves, the fight of our black feet, ſhould abate our high conceits of our white 


ſtetity, and rather us to imitare them that wept at births, and 
for joy ar burials. Were it not that God makes women their 
they would breed no more. and were ir got that God hides che eyes oi 
men the evils that accompany life, they would chooſe ſtrangling rather then 
— 1 * of Chriſt, — * 
the godly wo e, eſpecially en complain wi 
Rem. 7. 24. O wretched man that I am, She deliver me from the body of 
this deatly/ Earth is but à reall dungeon, though to ſome it is an imaginay 


2. it is neceſſary, 1. That we ſeck our good in other enjoyments then thi 
world. Who would make his bed upon thornes ? Who would chooſe hs 
dwelling on the maſt of a ſhip, where winds, and ſtormes, and perpem 
roſſings take away al) reſt? Surely our beſt enjoyments our beſt habiration 
here are no better. We project many things, and promiſe much to our ſelves 
in Wealth, Wife, Children, Friends, H Preſerments, and other thing, 
but upon a juſt account we find all bur ciphers, which make no ſumme. 1 
oſten doth Slamon tell us, when he had caſt up his reckonings, that wayef 
vanities, al. is vanity, Eccl. 12.8. And why ſhould we {.t our eyes then 
tber which is not ? Prov.23,5. . Surely the true light holds forth better con 


ſel, Luk.12.33. Provide yur ſelves bags which Wax not old, a treaſure in 


beavens that faileth not, where no chief approacheth, nor mouth corrupteth, a trew 
ſure of Goſpel grace, the ne Covenant, the heavenly Promiſes, the Com 
munion of Chriſt, the fellowſhip of the Spirit, and the life of Faith, and the 


will never deceive our expectations. It were a good wiſh, if righly mundo : 
2. Ik 


by the uſers, Gad ſend us the light of Heayen. 
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Every Man bath Light from Chrift, &c. 33 
Let us prize the light of Chriſt, and make uſe of it to prevent, leſſen, 
8 * the preſent evils. Faul had learned to do ſo, 
1 2.1 I know bo to be abaſed, and I how to abound : every Where, 
! things I am infirufted, both to be fall and to be hungery, boch to 4- 
au to ſuffer need, I can do all things through Ghrift that ffrengtheneth 
It is indeed the inlightening of Chriſt which clears up all to us, in the 
' moſt ſtormy and cloudy day; it will make us look abroad, and travell with 
firength in our journey, and run the race which is ſer before us, and after 
n conclufion, I thank God through Feſwe 
Lord, Rom. 1.25. O death where is thy fling? O grave where is thy 

| 2 The fting of death is finne, and the 6 of far is the Law. 
| be to God, which grveth us the wifory through our Lord Feſws Gbriſt, 


„cr. 1. 55.56, 57. 


* 
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Every man hath Light frem Chrift ſufficiem to make him 
inexcu[able. 


S ERM. v. 


Whig. Ws was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into 
, wer 0 


SR. 1. 4 Natural Ligbt from Chriſt is yeilded to be in every man, and the -Opi- 
+ nions of Freewillers of its ſufficiency are ſet down. 
LI every man that cometh into the world, is meant either of ſuch light 
"= which is by Chriſt as Creatour, termed natural, and this is conferred up- 
da all men without exception of any perſon or ot ſuch light as is by Chriſt 
#Nediatour, and this is conferred, though not oa every ſingle perſon, yer 
onall ſorts and Narions of men, and it is termed ſupernatural. Concerning 
the former. ſort of light, it is yeilded that there is natural fight from Chrik 
to every man who comes into the world by humane birth. This light 
the light of reaſon and knowledge agreeable ro humane nature, which 
if ir were not conferred on every he ſhould not be rational, but 
be into the rank of It is true which the Pſalmiſt 
lach, Pſal. 49. 20. Man that is in bonour and und erſt and eth not, is lile the 
brafts that 24. Bur this only ſhews, that man by extinguiſhing his light 
doth brutifie himſelf, not that he was wichout all natural light in his origionl. 
n that each perſon, even rhe moſt natural fool, harh ſome 
light of reaſon, by which he can apprehend ſome things pertaining to humane 
and ſome way expreſſe his mind, though in teſpect of civil or moral, 
or religious affairs, he be unreachable, All rhe difficulty is, how farre it ex- 
tends in all, or may be imptoved by them that uſe it beſt. lu this matter there 
hivebcen various opinions. The Pelagians of old, are ſaid to have held, that 
each perſon had ſo much ability by his own free-will, and by his natural 


aſter by Councils, and the writings of adverſaries, they. were 
to yeild a neccſlity of RY"? ouward propotition _ 
D 3 tru 


* that he might love God, and keep the Law, and refiſt temptations; 
n 


34 *  £very min hath Light from Chil 
cm to men do char end. Some of the Schoolmen, and later Papi 
hold, chat cacti tan hath fb much light and power in him, that NS x 
what he ean, God is ready or bound Lr grace neceſſary to filyati 

And this way go Arainians, and other affertors of the power of free-wit in 
them thar never heard of rhe Goſpel of Chriſt preached to them; ;conform. 
ably wherero,. in the 1 debt and Dowry, p. 20. it is ſaid, that by « faith. 
rl am careful uſe of thiſe natural abilities, that light of reaſon, Ar, — 
and undeyſtanding , which every perſon of mankind under bea ven recayuh 
frm Gol, be may and ſhall receive. fram bim yet further, that which hall be 
of ſaving import and conſequence to bim. Not much ſhort ef theſe is that 
French divine of mne note, who maintains univerſal grace objective. 
chough not ſubjeRtive, that is, though there be not ſuch an univerſal 


working by illumination, or ocher operation, of che Spiric of God, ſo fuf* 


ficienc or eſtectual as to beget ſaich in every one, yet there is ſo much reycaled 
to every man, even thoſe that have not heard of Chriſt, as might, if they 
would apprehend it, begetfaith in God to ſalvation. —_w 


Sc. 2. The Opinion of the Quakers concerning 4 Light within each man, is 
inquired into. 

Out of the Principles of theſe men, whether inſlilled by Popiſh Emiſ- 
farics, which have crept into the Engliſh Armies and Churehes, or ſome o- 
ther way, that ſort of people, who now go under the name of from 
their uſaal quaking beſore they n to ſpeak, thereby de the pov 
ple, IH they waited for a Revelation from God , though of 
2 of all of them, have been their uſual inveRives aguialt by 

preſſing men to follow the light within chem ; theſe people, It, 
have drawn their tener of an univerſal light in every man that car 
world, wichout Bibles, Preachers, Church-communion, Chriſtian Ordiuat- 
ces, to know his duty fo as chat he may jbe perfect: which is indeed the 
viving of old Pc'agianiſm, or worſe, and tends to the makin of Chitin 
Religion, if not all Religion wharſoever,unneceffary. Thoſe heretoſbte 
or at th day maintain chis univerſal ſufficienc light, befides theſe ga 
—————— ſubtile diſporants, — —— down their opinion 7 70 
ly, argue for it acurely, ey decline the expteſſe n & 
2 expreſſions, and Puccim his natural faith, and 180 
univerſal n. But the Quakers, as they are for che moſt part deſime 
of that art of reaſoning, fo they decline all conference, n which they hd 
preſſed to ſtate the point in difference diftin My, and co deliver cheir 
and anſwer objeRions; but inſtead thereof by clamour and reproaches, which 
pleaſe their filly followers, they reject all morions rending to a fair debate oi 
the point in controverſſe. Being defirous ro know what they held, one d 
them brought to me James Naifors Book termed'A ſel ation to the ſeed of 
and Love to the Let: which being in many paſſages ohſcore, T delivered o 
him char brought me the Beok, five Queries to he anſwered by when, 
yen, or no, us the perſon had required of me to anſwer his Queries. Ti 


Anſwer, though made by one, formerly known to mens a perſon of ſore it 


genuity and learning, yet was framed otherwiſe then I required, d to 
anſwer affirmarively or negatively to the Queſtion, as by me n 


Aten rener 
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4 bofficient 14 make him inexenſable. 35 
ming off a plain Anſwer, and inſtead thereof, venting perſonal inve ctives. 
——_— — ion, which was thus, D. Rove Arr thoſe men, who 
were neuer be Diftrine of ibe Law, e of the Goffel of Jeſus Cbriſt, bave 
nh Abr within each of them, which may guide them ts the true knowledge 
— 4 2 wares, unto everlaſting life? Gmitting his words of obloquy, 
be anſwered; The Law if ſpiritual, and there is m Nation or people inte 
which tbe ſand of ir bath not come ;, and the Gentiles which had not the letter, were 
tian to themſelves,” ſewing the efft# of the Law nritten in their hearts. And 
Chriſt is the true liz ht which lighteth every man that cometh into the world with a 
nul light, the one loves th tight 1 boings his deeds to it, and by this light 
wed fram his evil deeds into the knewledge of Cod, who is life eternal in Chriſt te 
. uber hates the light becauſe bis deeds are evil, and loves do : rather 
and there is bis condemnation. And their ſound why were Minifters of 
„ Seth went into al theearth, and their words unto the ends of the world, Rom. 
164% Inwhich Anfwer there is not an expreſſe reſolution of the Queſtion, 
* y ſhiſts to void a plain Anſwer, as 1. Whereas he aſſerts chat the 
_ Lawis Rom 7. 74. which is the Law of the ten Commandements, 
or the laſt Precept of the ren; and the Apoſtle ver. g. faith, I was alive with- 
ont the Law» once, which intimates that he was once without the Law ; that is, 
without the right knowledge and underſtanding of it. And Rom. 2. 14. the 
Gentiles (ol whom my Queſtion way ) are ſard twice net to hate the Law 3 
2 aſſerts, There is no Nation or people into which the ſound of it 
wt come and to avoid the objetion arifing om the words, uſeth this 
expreſon; And rbe Gentiles which had not the ſorter, whereas the words are 
they baving nt the Law. 2. He parcheth together different Scrip- 
„ Fobc1.9. Job.3. 19, 20. as if the light communicated by Chriſt comin 
@ the world, were the fame with that, with which in his ſenſe he lighter 
that cometh into the worldy not herding, BY, if ay man that 
n into the world had a light ſufficient tg guide him, and that even the 
of whom Fan faith, Gal.4.8. tha 8 bnew nat. God ) bad « fue: 
„ and that thereby ſome were led from their evil deeds, into the kö 
who is hife eternal in t hriſt to bnow, then none were in 
| to: Nau, Epheſ. 5. 9. none were withour Chriſt, ar without Cad in the 
world, te Faul, Epheſ. 2.1 2. then Chriſt, need got came into ti e- 
world to in men, nor ſand Miniſters of this truth into all the carth, 
had this light before. Chriſt was come into the world ta inlighten 
ſpiriezal Nght, and if Chriſt doth inlighten with this (piricual Iighe 
that into the world, there ate none hut come to the lighr, 
aving it within them, and it doth c e their deeds whether 
n. But it is no marvell, char men that boaft ſo much of lighe within 
them;\ hew fo much darkneſſe of mind in their expretfions, it being tr ue of 
thin, as Chriſt faid of the Phariſees, Job. 9.41, Aer aue ze ſav, We ſee, thera- 
foe" your fl, or blindneſfe, remains. However it may be hence gathered, 
therthiv is their conceit, That every man that cometh inte the warkd,, even the 
Alen that bad not the letter, (by which he weanes the holy Scriptures or 
e) ar any Preacher or Teacher to inſtru& chem our of ir, yer had frum- 
4 
* 


the fn — 12 and that me loves this light, and brings his deeds to it, and. 
* * * is ied 


bir evil deeds inta the knowledge of Godly, who is life eternal 
n 


_— Every wan hah Lie from Chriſt 


y 


in Chriſt ro Know, the -orber bares the light, br cauſe bis deeds are evil; and lows 
42001 e and there is bis condemnation. Whence it plainly ap- 
pears . ſut choſe two points ofPclagianiſm,Popery,Arminiani . 
che Frecwill way, are their Opinions, that every one bath « light within bim, «r 
there is ſuch revelation imparted to every man tn the world, that if be would uſe i, 
he might come to ſaving b;owledge, and that it is left to every man by bis own free- 
will to difference bimſelf from «hers. This univerſal light is ſo magnified by 
' George Fox in his Catechiſm, that he tels us, that it ſhews all the nngedly waies 
' that ever a man hath afted in, and bard ſpeeches ; with that light a perjon will come' 
to ſee Chriſt the Saviour of ol from whence the light comes to ſave bim from 
ſin ʒ that it brings bim te Chrift, and to confeſſe bim; that it gives the qe 6 
the God of the world that rules in them that are diſobediem to this light 3 
gives the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, the true 
led ge of the Scriptures, which light being one in them all, and they come to the lihgt, 
and loving the light, they all come into fellowſhip one with another, and ——_ 
this, they are in jarres and confuſions, that it lets ſee fin and tranſgreſſlongwbich 
ſeparated from G, and the Mediatowr between God and bim, and might baue 
peace with him, and that be might ſee Gods Courant of light, and know hit reton- 
ciler with which be is reconciled to God, 1 Tim. 2.5. 2 Cor. $. 18. and to ſer the 
Kingdom of Heaven, that it brings them to love God above all, and to the 
Law, to bnow their election, their bodies to be the temples of the Holy that 
they muſt ſcoff, reproach, backbite none, nor haue malice to arg, but to and 
humble; with i they came to ſee the bope of glory to ifie the Lord in their hearts, 
that it keeps from error, gud pr diftrefion and di 4 
imaginations, conceivings is own reaſenings. In a word, 
to it chat we aſcribe to che yen it's termed the Goſpel, the 
' to believe the —_— in Sed, in 


doth enlighten every man that cometh into the wer 
7 pions the Apeſties werds, that none can 
every man is withall, t 
are wachers of the world, ps rey Decervers, that the 
meaning the Scriprure _) us net the light, nor the word. He denies them tobe 
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þ ſuffictent to make” him Inexeuſable.” 7 
" the light, However they aſſert, 1. That there is 4 light in every man. 
T £5 That this is ſufficient to guide them to God of ic (elf. 3. That it is 4 rule 

duty and ſin. 4. That there is no need of ocher teaching of man. 
8. That chis is one in all. 6. Ther it is the Goſpel. Now becauſe this is the 
main prop of the new Antichriſtian Religion, or frenzy of the Quakers, and 
leads them into the pernicions courſes they take; I ſhall ſhew, 1. What is ta 
be aKribed co the light that is in each wan, whether from the birth, or after 
i to chem, in this buſineſs of guiding us to God. 2. That neither is ic 
x ſelſ a ſaſe rule for us to follow, in things moral or ſpiritual ;' nor by any 

t is God tied, or hath declared himſelf reſolved, to give ſ . 
meal light to him chat uſerh this univerſal light well. 3. How the Objea i 
ons may be anſwered... 4. In what manner Chriſt imparts ſapernatural ſpi- 
fat light to every man. 


ek. 3. Some light is in the weſt barbarous, yet the hnowledge of the moff 

1,4 Fefined Gentiles, may be conceived to come fun ſome acquaintance 

with the written Law, or tradition Fm Adam. 

To clear the firſt of theſe propoſals, it is to be premiſed, 1. That God hath 
printed in all, even the moſt barbarous ſome relique of light; 
though in ſome of them it is ſo (mall, that ĩt can hardly be perceived whether 
there be any (caſe of fin or wrath, of duty or reward, of God or Devil, hea- 
ven or hell. Sure ſuch people as are men caters, do all at the beck of their 
| Witches, do ſeem to have ſcarce any ſenſe of fin or duty; yet becauſe there 

ij ſome fear ofan unſcen power and his wrath, they may be ſaid to have ſome 
conſcience, though the writing therein be almoſt defaced. 2. That ſome 
that never had the Goſpel nor the Law made known to them, #33 the 
es and Chriſtians have had ; yet have attained to ſo much knowledge and 

of moral duties, that in forme acts of righteouſneſs, remperance, 
chaſticy, fidelity, and ſuch verrnes they have cqualled, at leaſt in reſpeR of 
their ourward demeanour towards men, if not exceeded not only lewes, 
kitalfo-wokt Chriſtians. 3. And in the knowledge of God, though therein 
they were moſt defective, yer they arraigned to ſo much knowledge and right 
ion of him, as cnabled them to correct the vulgar errors concer ding 

God, although they were very blinde about the diſtin& notion of the true 
Godand his counſels. 4. Nevertheleſs that it can hardly be avouched, that 
tat knowledge in Morality and Divinity which they attained to, was by 
meer light of nature, or by their own ſtudy and invention ; bur it may wich ve- 
ble reaſon be conceived, that they had much of their knowledge of 

theſe things by tradition from Adam, and acquaintance with the Hebrew peo- 
pleand their ritten laws or unwritten traditions. Sure there are ſo many 
ſotfteps of their rires in their cuſtomes,of their writings in their Poets, and Hi» 
florians and Philoſophers works: There are ſuch relations of their Philoſophers 
wanilinco gt; befides this, mat the moſt underſtanding people were ſuch 
Acid trade with Phenicians and giant, next neighbours to Iſrael; as 
nay give us cauſe to think that the cream of that knowledge they had, was 
not rum a light within them (for then why ſhould not other people as well 
they have attained to it) but from a light without them, darted directly 
en Iſrael, but from them yeelding ſome ſtrictures of light, and glimpſe 
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. They knew that God was to be pacified by yer, fand Ges agd 


. Shell the ap pen = wy | 


Jaffcient to make bim inexccuſable. 35 


wowes, and obedient mindes, and repentance, ind executing of judgement, 
de diſcerned by their carriage, Fonah 1. and 3. Chapters ; yer knew not 
of the great ſacrifice which — 72 to take away fin for 
yer, and they often applied themſelves to pacific the Devil even by humane 
{arifice, inſtead of ſeeking peace from the true God. 

6. did or might know the low condition of man in iſon of 
God, as the Pſalmiſt laith of himſcif, P ſal. 8. 3,4. When I conſider the beavens 


And infer the abſolute —_ of God, as the e doth, Rom. 9. 20. 
„ Rom.11.6. For of him, and þ bim, and for him, 
have ned of 


away wives, for light cauſes; and expoſe their children; and violate 
to gain preſerment and greatneſs. 


. The Apoſile tells us, Rom.2.14, 16. For when the Gentiles which have 


them. Some figs as of „ Ad. 
icide, and ſome other fins 


* 


40 Every Man hath Eight from Chrift 
avenge ſecret murthers, adulteries, perjuries, ſacriledge, and other evils. 
th had laps fi 3 1 

under · claps, ſtormes, eat thquakes, plagues, and many means uſed to pac;.. 
fie the anger of the Deity. Vet they were not ſenſible of the eternal * 
ment to come, though they imagined puniſhments to be awarded to Male. 
ſactors after death. The Barbarians of Meſita, AA. 28.4. when they ſaw the 
Viper hanging on Pauls hand, ſaid among themſelves, No doubt, this man is , 
murtberer, * though he bath eſcaped the Sea, yet vengeance, dun, ſuffercth 
not te Ive. 

$0, They might and did imagin, that God was a rewarder of i 
in deſence of their Countrey, in doing juſtice, and ſuch like a 


counted it their chief good to do vertuous acts: But they knew — 


the reſurrection of the dead, and the life everlaſting, prepared for themt 
believed and obeyed the truth of the Goſpel. 1 

In rheſc, and many more things, the Gentiles, which New not God, had 
ſome natural light, in ſome it was more clear then in others, in ſome ſo dusk 
and dimme, that it was ſcarce diſcernable : bur in none ſuch as that it couls 
be a conſtant univerſal Rule to direct them in'what they were to de, or War« 
rant to juſtifie them in what they had done, or means to ſhew them 
how to come to God, and enjoy communion with tim, and to fave them 


from wrath to eome. 


ScR. 5.. The Gentiles light by nature, ſerved to reffrain from ſin, and to leave nt 
. 450 | 


e. 

— this light, though inſufficient to dire& for juſtification and 
ſalvation, yet was for two ends: 1. To reſtrain men from ſuch exceſſe 
of finne, az would otherwiſc have ed humane ſociety. It che 
contrivar.ce of God to let men live , though very evil, till inj- 


the extirpation of the Nati by bridling mens luſts through conſcience of 
ms, OTF why all? van, tt the tine ſhould come of their calling into 
2. Beſides this end God hath another, in reſpect of himſelf, that they 


ight be inexſaſable who ſinned againſt the light in them, and God might be 

ju . upon them. Therefore it is ſaid, Rom. 

1. 20. That the eternal power and Godbead, m made known from the Greatim 

of ns, of the wes that are made, that they might be wirben exaſe, 
in 


—— 


2 een ee, . thy 
* 25 ö eſſe 
hnnw the julonent of God, that bs the commit ſuch things are Ar 


ver. a9, 31. Whence it is, that Gods j is proved to be according N 
mb, Rom.1.2,' and, Cd found to be true, though every man be 4 ſyer a it is write 
Fen, That thou mighteft be juftifiod in thy ſayings, and mig breſt evereeme whet _ 


upd,” an avenging eye; and hence was there much ſear of 
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[uf ficient to make him inextuſablo, A x 4+ 


: R 4. 1 nce of the Law being not to d by them 
e 2 ight of their — ſpirits, much as that 
@& muſt needs be voluntary, which is done againſt the knowledge and judg - 
ment of a mans own conſcience. 


$eR, 6. Application to juſtifie ws ag ainſt Quakers, and to warn u that we af} not 
, againſt wr Light. = an > 
"From this which hath been ſaid, we may infcr, 1. A plea for our ſelves a- 
gainſt the clamorovs, but unjuſt accuſation of the Quakers, ho uſe with loud 
vociſerations even to hoarſneſſe, and with continual printed. pamphlets, to 
charge publique Freachers with denying the light within each man: whereas 
ſuch light is not at all denied by them, but is acknowledged tobe a great be- 
nefic io mankind. That which is denied, is, That the hght within'cach pets 
ſon, is alone of. it ſelf, withour the Scriprure, a ſufficient direction to bring 
us to God, and inſtate ws in his favour ; or a ſufficient wartant of it ſelf to 
to juſtifie our actions. It is uſefull, but not in ſuch a meaſure as the Quakers 


ghde bi people by. into the way of -Whergin how much they are 
enyihall he ſhe ed in that which follows. 5 1 
2. In the mean time cach perſon is to wake uſe of the fig within him ſo 


„ 
that igt. Our Sa- 
ſervice in killing the A+ 
vcrig thought with my 
feſm of Nazareth. 
counted this his 
1 and revile 
&, and 
they follow their light within them, and yet be that reads and believes 
as theſe, 1 Ce. 11. 1 C. 6. 10. 1 . a3. Nude 9 9,0, en- 
— — Devil, and not from Gods Spirir. 


that his principle by which he acts is 
and chat it is but by accident that he dech t. Yea, thar man who do- 
l ſt his conſcience, is but an hypocrite in ſo doing, though the 
ink ſelf be right and good. But when 4 man doch evil, which his 
tells him is ſo, he commirs a inne ſt degree, a3 to him 

to do goed, and dub ir ner, 3 m. 47. that is, fi 
3 in 


Every uns Light his him, ic wot 8 of ficient 


1 — 


evidence. Ae Hat doubterh is damned if be eur, becauſe be 
vat of faith. — rr uv ye _— r 


8 
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Every mans Light within him, i not « ſufficient ſafe Rult 
it age him iw.the 21) ts God. 7 


S EAM. VI. 


ining thirty Arguments out of Scripture, againſt the Qua- 
ion of the ſuſficiency.of a Light in every man to lead 
bim to God. 8 * | 26 ee ee 


— n wortbe trie light,” which fightath every man that comerb igts the 
* » | . | 


don bare heard how jmperieſt the light of the Genciles, in t | 
17 2 and what ihe and — (— 
— WE OLED ae 

ion he no i by-nature 2 It will be my werk now 10 prove the O 
ide, the meaning of Scriprure, diſcover all 


to God, to Chriſt, to Heaven, wich 
: That its not ſuch of It 4, 


* 
* 


e Faw eee ee eee 
the y of fai t here — 
r 


more damnable, in that it is againſt the moſh * 
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| tho were Garknefſe, when the cue light ſhined, 


reef 


17 ·9. be 

Cs erfandiog were ſuch, as thar euch man. may follow in 

moral and religious poi own light, 22 and complear 
—— to direct and 1 way or action. The Argument in 
form is this: Their light is not a ſafe and complear rule ta warrane and guide 
their actions for pleaſing Cod, who underſtand not not ſeeł after” God, who- 
cannot know the things of the Spirit of God, whoſe imaginations of the 
thoughts of their heact are only evil continually, who are bruiriſh is their own 
| % Bur rheſe thi: 
we ſaid ol all or ſome men, Therefore every mans wichin him is nor 3 
ſafe and complcar rule to warrant and guide his actions for pleaſing of God. 
The Propaſitioa none will deny, but they that rhink that a blind man may 
be a fir guide, The Aſſumption is the words of holy Scripture, which G. F. 
faich in his Catechiſar, p. 36. We are to believe afore learned men. The Conclu- 
fron then follows of it ſelf. 
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and if not they, then much liefe the mom bardarous, and 

none of the i nne 

a #5 Gods people were taught by, had « light within them which 
a cemplcat and ſafe rule er guide ro them for the plerſing of 


3. Argument from Jobn 1. 5,10,12. meas rw the text which is ſo much urged 
by Quakers, where it is ſaid, The 1 meth in darkneſſt, and the 

it nat, ver.5, The true wentioned ver. 9. war in the wu, 
the world was made by him, an the world hnew- bim not; He came unto bis 
and bis own received bim nat, vex.10,11. ick proves many of the Jews 
and that they knew not the true 
we thus argue ; They had nov a: light wi 
mie and guide to direct and warramithem in their way for pleating God; 
who new him not nor 
received 


4 f 


l 


1 


44 | Every mani. Light within hum, is not « (uffitient\ 

received him; for fure they that are ſuch, muſt be deſtitute o fchat light W 
might guide them, who were ſo dark and ignorant, av nor to know 
the true li 8 But ſo ic was with many, ' even of 
the Jews thernſelves, when Chriſt was in the world : Therefore they hay nt 
Go collar aud conſequently none; much {leſs every man harh x' 


ſuffic 1 ide him (afely in his way to God, without the Scripture, 
and ie Spirit of God, over and above the common light of reafon and 
under ing, which every man by nature and ſtudy arrains to without 

4. Arg. From choſe Texts 97 Scripture which do expreſly tal us, thut 
afore the ing of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the people to whom they were 
ſent were ſate in darkne(s and in the ſhadow of death: Such are 


Epheſ. 5.8. Te were once darkneſs, Mat. 4.145, The people that ſate in darbneſ; 
* great light, and to them that ſate in the region and ſhadow of 2 * 
hath the light ſprung up. Whence I argue, They had not à ſufficient light 
within them, to be a ſafe and compleat rule and guide to direct them in their 
way to pleaſe God, and to warrant their actions if they followed ir, who 
were darkneſs, and whe ſate in darkneſs, and in the region and ſhadow of 
death ; unleſs we will imagine that darkneſs is light, and as the Quakers' do, 
put darkneſs for light, and light for darkneſs, to whom the Prophet denounceti 
wo, Iſa. 5. 20. Bat ſome there were afore Chriſts and his apoſtic preachiny to 
them, who were darkne(s, who face in darkneſs, and in the region and ſha. 
dow of death: Thereſote every man had not a ſaffcient light within him, 
to be a ſaſe and compleat rule and guide to direct him in his wiy to pltafe 
God, and to warrant his actions if he followed it: And if not rhen, neither 
have we now. "> | | 

5. Arg. Ftom Lak 16.8. where our Saviour ſaith, The children of ibu WY" 
are Wiſer in their generation, then the children of tight : The oppoſition of chi. 
dren of light, ta the. children of. this world ſhe S, that the children of W 
wotld, are not children of light ; and if they were the / ſame, the ſpeech of 
Chriſt would be ſpliſh in preferring one ſort before the other, as wiſer in 
their generation, Hence therefore I thus argue, If — man had a light 
within him, ſuffeient to be his rule and gaide of it felt to diret him how w' 
pleaſe God, then 'every man thould be a childe of light; for to be 2 childe; 
is all one as to he a perſon that hath light in him to guide him, ſo as to pleaſe 
God, hut every man is nora childe of lig m: Therefore every man ha h bot 
a light (aſe. and ſafficient within him, to guide him in his way to God, and to 
be the complet rule of his actions Godward. = 

6. Arg. Is from A4.25.18. where Paul ſaxh, Chriſt ſent bim to the Gen- 
tiles ta pen their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs t) light, 1 Pet. 2 9. Te aft 
a pecu/iar people, that ye ſhanid ſhaw forth the praiſes of him, who bath called you 
out of darkneſs inty his marvellaues Py Eph. 3. rg, - Wherefore he ſajth, A walz 
than that ſleepeſl, and ariſe from the dead, and Cbriſt ſba give thee light. From 
whence. I argue, They who att to be turned from darkneſs to light, called by” 
God out of darkneſs into his matvellous lig, who are to awake and ſtand up” 
fram the dead, that Chriſt may give them light, had not a light within, 36 4 
ſufficient ſafe guide to direct them ia their. way to God; unleſs we ſuppoſe” 
darkneſs to be light, men among. che dead, fir to guide rhemſelves . But ſoit” 
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not ſuch a light within them, as Quakers ſay is in all. If they had ſuch © 

have been directed to follow it, not turned from it, the 
have called them, as the Quakers do, to follow the ligh in 
them, and not have called chem our of darkneſs, nor required them to awake 


- and ſtand up from the dead, that Chriſt may give them light: Nor ſhould we 


do, as the Apoſtles d'd, bid men leave the darkneſs in them; but as the Qua- 


len do, look to che light in them. 


7. Arg. From Kom. 10. 14,t7. Aus then ſhall they call on him in they 
have not believed? And bow ſhall they believe ina him of whom they have not heard 2? 
And how ſhall they hear without a Preacher? So then faith cometh by bearing, and 
hearing by the ward of G. Heb. 1 f. S. Without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. 

or be that cometh to Gol muſt believe that be u, and is a rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek bim. Whence I argue, That is aot x ſufficient guide in ſour way 
to Cod, which cannot of it ſelf make us believers z for that is not ſufficient to 


it ſelf make us belicyers, ſich the Apoſtle 
whom they have not beard ? And bow ſhall they 
fainb cometh i 


ofter the image of him that created bim. Whence [ 
be coaformed to this — 5 
may prove 1 good, 
will of God 3 who muſt put off the old man, and 
theic minde ; who muſt put on che new man, which 
had not a light within them antecodent to this renewing, 
them to prove what was Gods acceptable not 
tule to gude them to God. For if they had, what need 
renewing, non · conſormity to the world, parting off the 
have acceſs to God muſt ba thus transformed, renewed, put off the old man, 
uche Texts ſhew : Therefore have nota light within them, as 2 ſafe 
ſuficicar guide to lead them to 
+9. A From Fſal 81.11,12. But my people would not hearken to my voice, 
and Iſracl winld none of me; ſu I gave them up to their own bearts luſt, and they 
wadhed in their own counſels. AR.14.15. Who in times peſt ſuffered all nations ts 
wall in their own »» ayes : Whence 1 argue, That light in man cannot be a ſafe 
{ufficient guide to 2 man in his way to God, to which the leaving a perſon, 
byGod is r-<koned as the greateſt curſe and judgement, for refufing to heark- 


a ο od; bur to leave a perſon to his own imagination, luſt, to walk in his 


ownecounſel, in his own way, (which is all one a5 to leave him to the ligix 
vithia him ) is reckoned ae gra ents ond judgement to 4 nn You 


God, for refuſing ro heafken w Gods voice, as the Texts ſthew ; Therefore 
che light within cach perſon is of ic ſelf no ſafe gude. The Quakers preſcribe 
xm pn bm emp renter — , | . | 
10. Af. From Roi. 16. 25,26. Now to him t power to ſtabli 

— 4 Goel, an the preaching of Jeſus Cbriſt, according to 4 — 
Fon 755 y which wa leßt ſecrer face the world began, but new i made 
mazjeſt, and by th#Seriptures of the Prophets, according. ro the Commandmens 
the everlaſting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith. 1 Cor. 4, 
7.8, 9. But we ſprab the w/edome of God in a myſtery, even the hidden wiſ:dume 
which God ordamcd before rhe world to our glory, which none of the Princes of the 
world knew; bur as it is writren, Eye bath not ſeen, nor ear beard, neither have 
emred into the heart of man, the things which Cod bath prepared for them that 
love him, Eph. 3. 9. And to make all men ſee what is the fellowſhip of the myſt 
which fam the b-g11ning of the weld bath been bid in God. 'Col.1.25,25. Wheres 
of IT am male a er, according to the diſpenſation of God,” to fulfill the ward of 
God, even the nyſtery which bath been bid Fom ages and ffom-generations, but now 
is made manifeft i: bis Saints. 2 Tim. 1.9. The purpoſe and grace of God is now 
made ai by the appearing = Saviour Feſus Chrift, who bath brought im- 
mortalny ‚ 


to light by the : Whence l argue, They had not a 
in them 1s a Aa hom whom the myſtery An 
which concerned the and pu of God, into whoſe heart the thi 
which God had for them that love him entered not, to whom 
and immortality was not br ro light. But trom the Gentiles the my- 
ſtery of God was hid, life immorcallity was not brought to light, nor 
did the rhings God had for chem that love him, enter into their 
n not « light within- them, as a ſuſpcient 


14. . From r Cor.4.t1. For what man knoweth the things of 4 man, 
the by: man which is in him > Even ſo the things of God knoweth 22 
but the if God.” Rom. 8-9. Now if any man bave nor the Spirit of Chr 
124 Jude 19. Heving not the Syirit. Joh.1 4.17. The Syn of 
ruth, ben the world cannot receive. Whence I argue, They have net h 
within chem ſufficient i guide them to God, who have not the Spirit 
every man hath noe the of God : every man hath not a light 


11. "Arg. From Mat. 11.27. Allvhi s are delivered unto me of my Fathe, 


-» 


Son as the way to te Father. But the Son did mot reveal che Father to e- 
very min, nor did every man come to Chriſt, Jeb. 1. 3. 10. & 12. 48. K 5. 40. 
43. Therefore every man had nor a light within him, ſuffcient to guide him 


| " as. From Ar. 1 1. 28,26. At that time Jeſus anſwered and ſaid, I thank 


thee Lord of heaven and earth,” breanſe thou haſt hid theſe things * 
a wiſe 


a6 Znitrgonens Light ou bin, i vat Alf 
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"| ſafe h of it ſelf to guide him in the mayto God. ay 
: udent, and baſt revealed them unto haber; even ſo Father, for fo it 
god in thy ſight. Mat. W. 11. It is given to you to, know the myſteries of the 
—＋ of beaven, but tg theen it is nat gi ven. MWhence 1 argue, if God hide 
ung; of God, which concera the knowledge of hintfelffrom ſome, and 
peu them to others; if to ſome be given to Know rhe myſteries of the king- 
ume of heaven, not to others, then every man hath not à light within him, 
1 2 ſufficicat guide to direct him to God. Bur the antecedent is true as the 
Texts ſhew, and the conſequence is evident of it ſelf ; Therefore the conſe- 
quent is alſo true. , 
16. Arg. From thoſe Texts which ſpeak of Chriſt as a light come into the 
world, 700. 12.46. I am come à light into the world, that whoſoever bell 
a ne ſh eld not abide in darkneſs. Joh.8. 12. Then Jeſus Bats again to them 
om, 1 am the light of the world, be that falloweth me not walk in dark- 
" Beſt, but ſhall have the light of life. Joh. 9. 5. As long af T am inthe world, I am 
the light of the world, Joh.3.19. And this is the condemnation, that light is come 
nd the workd,” and men loved darkneſs rather then light, becauſe their deeds were 
evil. Lak.1. 78. Through the tender mercy of ow! God, whereby the day-fpring 
fan vn bigh hath viſited us, ta give light to them that fit in dathneſs, and in the 
— death. Luk. 2.32. A light to lighten the Gentiles ; Which would have 
bern needleſs, if every man had a light within him before Chriſt. his coming 
into the world, ſufficient-to guide him in the way to God: Yea the Text ſup- 
perſons in darkneſs before, to ſit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of 
— and to have need of another light without chem to guide their ſeet into 
of peace, and that the Genules were ichont light. Whenee I ar» 
>Tharephion which makes che coming of Chriſt into che world, to be 
Eier of che world needleſs, is an errour. But the opinion of the Quakers 
— Rye — — — into the ſufficient to guide 
with into the way of peace of it ſelf, makes the coming of Chriſt uſeleſs, and 
afſerrs that perſons had light, when the Text ſuppofeth they were in dark- 
nen: Therefore their opinion about the light within each perſon, is a ma- 


nifet ercpar. . 
xs.” Arg. From thoſe Texts which make the Scriptures neceſſary and uſe- 
full co give light to men, 2 Tim. 3.16, 16,17- * fem a childe then baft 
the boly Scriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through 
— «in — — . Scripture is given 12 newgr * Cod, 1 
profitable F dofrrue, for reprovf, for correction, for i in righteouſneſs, 
the man of God may be per fell, thorowly fuer of pb all good — Rom. 15. 14. 
Far. things were written aferetime, were written for our learning, that 
werhrough patience and comfort of the Scriptures might ha ve hope, Mar.12.24. And 
Tſar anſwering ſaid unto them, Do ye nat therefore erre, becauſe ye know not the 
Seripture ? Joh. 5. 39. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think, ye have eternal 
M, and they are they which teſtifie of me. Whence 1 argue, That opinion 
which terms che Scriprure the letter, in diſparagement of it; chat makes it 
unneceſſary ; which dehorrs from ſearching it; and directs to follow the 
Nin each man without it, is contrary to the teſtimony given by Paul and 
iſt concerning the uſe, verrue, and nece.ſity of Scripture, to keep from er- 


tour, to make wiſe to ſalvation, to give comfort, to furniſh for good works. 
der tuch j the opinion of the Quakers, as their words recited Serm. & hog: 
1 I 2 erelote 


« 44 . * 8 © * 
43 © Every mant Lieht within him, is not a ſofficiem 
/ therefore it is contrary to Chriſts and Pauls \ . Chriſt ſaith, Search fn 
Series, ſay, No, but look to che fight bin u. IF = 
16. Arg. From Iſa.8.20. To the Law and to the Teſtimony : if they ſpeab nt 
atcorting-to this word, it is berauſe there is no Tight in them.” Pſal.11 9.105; Thy 
Word it lam wits my feet, and a light unto my path. Whence 1 argue: That 
Opinion which makes ſuppoſed light within each man, which is often dif- 
ſonam from the Law and the Teſtimony, and the Word of God, a ſaſe rule 
and guide to each man, is erroneous. But ſuch is the Quakers Opinion, which 
is contrary to the Law and Teſtimony, and Gods Word, oppoſing Ordinan- 
ces, Mitiftry, fand many other things, 1 herefore it is erroncous, and their 
ſpeech is wichout light in it. | 
17. Arg. From Epbeſ. 4. 11. When ke vaſcended won high, be gave gifts i 


men * And be gave ſome, Apeſtles ; and ſome, Prophets ; and ſome, £vangelific; 


and ſane, Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfelling of the Sainte, for the works 
the Min, fr the edifying of the 3 1 Cor. 12.28, 4 God > 
ſet ſome in the Church, put Apoſtles, ſecmmdarily Prophets, thirdly Teachirs. Are 
all Apoſtles ? art all Prophets are all Teacher: * Hence 1 argue, Thar Opinion 
and is evil; that makes every man a Teacher, and Teachers ſet by 
God for the work of che Miniſtry needleſſe, and as if they were no gift but a 
burden to rhe Church, cryes them down, h contrary to Gods ard Chriſts 
, and 6 Antichriſtian. But thus doth the opinion and practice of the 
ers, Thereſore it is evil and Antichriſtian. 

18. Arg. From Epbeſ. 1.17. I maly mention of you in my prayers, that God 
may give wnto you the (pi wiſdume and revelation in the knowledge of bim, the 
ey on underſtandi * enlightned. Hence I argue: That Opinion 

ich-makes it unneceſſary to pray for the Spirit to enlighten mens eyes in 
the knowledge of God, is impious. But this doth the ion of Quakers, 
which makes each mans light in him a ſufficient and ſaſe rule and guide in his 
ay to God: Therefore it is impiaus. 

19. Arg. From Pal. 19.12. Who can underfland bis erraurs? Hence I- 
gue : If each mans within him be a ſufficient and ſaſe · rule and to 
cach man in his way, and every man follow it ( as they do in pre- 
ſumptuous ſins againſt conſcience ) then there be no errours or ſinnes of i 
runce in man, or they may be underſtood by each man, bu the Pſalmiſt faith 
there are errours, and ſo many, chat he makes them as not to be underſtood 
by any: Therefore each mans light within him, is not a- ſufficient and. ſafe 
mie and guide to him in his way to God. 

20. Arg. From A, 11.30. And the times of this igmrance God nithed a, 
bit now commund-th a Il men every here to repent. Whence 1 argue: If eich 
mans light within him be a ſofficienr fafe rule and guide to direct him in his 
way eo God, then he need not repent of his ignorant worſhip of God, for 
then he ſollowed the light in him. But God commands mea to repent of the 
ignorant worſhip of him, Therefore euch mans light in him is not a ſufficient 
and ſafe tule and guide for him to go by in Gods worſhip. 

21. AN.From Prev. 3.3, 5, y. Truſt i1 the Lord with all thine beart,and lean nt 
to thine own underftanding. In all thy waies acknowledge bim, and be ſhall di- 
reſt thy paths. Be not wiſe in thine own eyes, Rom. 12. 16. Be nat wiſe in 


own cenceitzs. WhenceT infer, That which makes a man to lean to hi — 
unda - 
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7 mon ; for it makes a man not to d. N 
wies, but makes him proud and liſted up. Bur the Opinion of the 


ven be is old, be will ut depart ſram it. F 


F ſale Rule of it ſelf to guide him inthe may to Cad. 49 


ing, to be wiſe in his own eyes, in his own conceir, is a 
„ eee 


ing each mans own light in him, as a ſufficient ſafe. rule of ir ro 
ide him in his way to God, makes him to lean to his own under ſlanding to 
be wiſe in his own eyes, and his own. conceir, Therefore it is a pernicious 
Opinion. Theſe Quakers bleſſe men in following their own light, when God 
faith, Iſa.5.21. Wo unto them that are wiſe in their own che, and prudent mabeir 
own ſight. | } | 
; . From Judges 19.6, In thoſe daies there was Nin in Iſrael, but 
every man did that which was right ia bus own eyes. I fal. 106. 39. Thus they were 
defiled with their on works , and went 4 whoring with their own inveations. 
hence J argue, Jf ro do that which is right in our own eyes, and to follow 


I © our own inventions, be the ſign of wicked men, and a goinga ing from 


God, then to look to the light within us, and to follow ut, is nota ſaſe way 
to God, but the way to depart from God, But the Antecedemt is cruegthere- 
fore the Conſequeac. The truth is, God forbids the following of our own 
ſuppoſed light, as che greateſt impiety, which the hen poce-of cheir 

meſſe in. | 
23. Arg. From rhe ſame text I argue, If each mans light within him were 
to be his guide, then 1 and Rulers ſhould not reſicain men from, or puniſh 
them for doing that which is right in their own eyes, but the contraty is ſup- 
Judges 17.5. where the deſect of Government is made the permiſſion 

man to do that which is right ia his own eyes, therefore cach mans 

im is not to be his rule and guide ſpecially in Religion. 

1 Arg. From Prev. 14. 12. There 1 4 way which ſeemeth right to man : 
bit — thereof are the waies of death. , a is not a ſaſe guide, which 
may lead a man into a way whoſe, end is But che ſuppoſed light ina 
man may guide him into a way whoſe · end is death, for that way chat ſeems 
x to him may be the way to death, and a man follows- his light, 

m he walks io that way which ſeems right to him: Therefore the ſuppoſed 
light Ws in each man, is not of it ſelf a ſufficient ſaſe guide of a man in his 
way to God. A 

28. Arg. From Prov.22.6,15. Train up 4 child in the way be ſband go, and 

oolifhneſſFis bound in the beart of a 


er 
light in 


Child, but the rod of correZion ſhall drive it far from him. Hence 1 argue, if 
there were in each man who cometh into the world a light, which might of 
it ſelf be a ſufficienc and ſafe guide to lead him to God, then there ſhould not 
de ſdoliſhne ſſe ſo bound i n the heart, which hath need of the rod of qorreRi.. 
on to drive it far from him; there would not be need to train up a child in the 
way he ſhould go, he might guide himſelf without ſuch training: Bu the 
contrary is maniteſt from the text. Therefore there is not in man that 
comerh into the world, ſuch a light as might of it (cif be a (uficientand ſafe 

guide to lead him to God. | 
25. as From 7oh.6.44445,55, No man can come unto me, exec the Vather 
which bath ſent me draw bim. It is written in the Prophets, Aud they be all 
taught of God. Every man therefore that bath heard and learned of the Father 
Am? unto ore. Nut that any man 2 the Faber, ſave be which it of God, 
7 be 


A 4 "UP 


. 4 . ls, \ 8 ”" 

yo. Evny mens νi¹,/an], ij wot a ſuffeſeut, xt. 
be burb fern the Father. Ther furs ſaid] unto you, that m man ban Cone d th, 
tucapt i more gi ven ware him f Rather, Hence I Atgue, If each matte f 
iim were nge (elf © ſaffkcient (Me guide to lad him to Cod, ty f 
would he #6 need ua reer drawing or gift of tire Father, efrae de mit 
comero Chriſt, ha own light wichbut any cher help wollld make known 
Chriſt to lum. But this is contrary to the words of Chriſt, therefore | Fi 
mus on light, is not of it felf a fufficient ſafe guide to lead him to 


, 


27. Arg. From 1 Fobn 4.1. Beloved, befievg not every ſpirit, but try the ſhi. 
ries weecher they ate bf Golf.” 1 Theſ. 3. 21. Prove all things, h/ ld faſt that »hich 
__ Hence L argue, TFeach perſons fight within him were a ſuffcient and 
ſi ide of it ſelf to fead fim to God, then no man need to try other mens 

or prove all gs, Teſt he be deceived, firh it he tollow his own gh: | - 
he is infallible, nor is any man to be diſtfuſted. tilefſe he __ a voluntary 
*ith his own light will not hiſtide him, But theſe things are ab- 
tothe warineffe 


ſad | rarinefte Chiift preſcribeth, Mk. 4.24. Tabs beed 
whar you ane mal the Apoſtles in rhe places cited, therefore the 
A within mch perſon; © net of it ſelf u ſufficient faſe guide tb lead him 


ro God. . 
* Yo ay." Fm Ful ;35. 23. Where Heu prayes, Search me, O God, and 
bat wy Braft + try Witt” and now my Hhyaghts : Anal ſee if there be ay wicked 
way in mt, 4 ——— the way everlaſting. If David had a light within 
him, of N fe 4 unc fafe gude to God, he ſhould not have been 
jenom of his dn Nearr ot es, ſo 4c to nerd God to ſearch, know; and 
try him, and lead m, he might lead futifel: Bur it is other wiſe with David, 
and thereſbre he hne he had nora light wichin fritn, as a ſufficient ſafe guide 


279.” — — rhathdn is there fo eat, that hath Starutes 
ank; | ito wr i Law weh I ſor before you this day. Vet. 6. 


| 1 wiſdom, ani your uderſtanding in the 
Mb ſb un Beat alt theſe Frater und ſay, Surtly ond. q-oþ 
Nation, ie 4 wiſe nil anerkannt people. Pal. 147. 19, 2b. He ſhewetb bin 
Ward unto Facob : his Statutes and bis judgment; nato Iſrael. He bath mot dealt 

fo wab any Non, and os for bis 724 have tt hnown them. Rom. 3. 

1, . mn then bath the Few ? by "har. profit is there of circumciſun? 

mach every dy r eie fly b ear une br wer F-conminted the Oracles of G. 

— 2 Had u Yight witttii him as a ſufficient guide in 

= 


Go, 40 the ( skert teächt, chen chey had known Gods Sa- 
Judgmienrs, Gods Otucles hud been committed to them as well as 
the Jews, they uud had 23 righteous Statutes, and been as wiſe a Nation 45 
they: r all eſe conſequemy tre fulſe and contrary to the texts, therefore 
each' Gentile which tame with the World, had not ſuch a ſight within 

him d gde Ben fofficiertt ſkſe-gridee to him in the thimgs of G 

30. Arg. From Rom. 7.7. 1 had net vs but by the La# : fot 1 
bad not: own Af. extept the Law batt ſald, half hor-covet.. Hence | 
argue That was not a ſufficient faſe guide of it. ſelf to God, which wirhour 

rhe Um weicher did — — ſinne, che ſinne of luſt: Burge, 


light within Fan, und fo meh more of other men, neith er did, —_ 
iſcover 
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Every mans Light within dm, & 1 a 
FN ſin, even . 2 ar = the 

is not a vthcient eil, witnourt ace wore, 
Sr. en him to God, and to wrrant is ation 48 „c 
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Every mans Light within him, is not of it Ie latin IC 1 
guide wnto Cad. 8 


ED SR. 
: SER M VEI. 
Joh. t. 2. That was the true ligbt which lighteth every man that cog? inte the 
wor! 
Seft. 1. Ten Reaſons more ave wged againſt the Quabers opinien, . « the ſuſhq- 
ency of the light in every man to gude bin 0 10 
Icherto I have argued, A che Quakers opinion, of the ciency of 
each mans light within him from Scripture: | ſhall now argie- agu ir 
byKeaſons 3 whereof the firſt is this : If each mans licht, within him is his 
* rule and a ſaſe guide, then What cach man <enctives to his 
within him is 6, 75 and 5 ſor what js According to the rule and a) 
ide, is (rug an 4 to a rule, to he the mcaſure'accord- 
© ne ach had. is ta he tried, anda that cannot be — 


tight in them. Addr hey | 
ceits, who follow the li 

nother, would appear either impudemt, or F 
fure two contraditorics cannot be boch grue 3 *. — 4 
theuſe of reaſon in an ordinary the 1 


e 


be varied, „ 
. le chen mers licht in idem 
FEISS 


day in a 


to 
elfiry of 


All 


18. Every 
e All 2 45 righe e 
nſellan ajety. men in 
Lan Heis a wiſe man ſaĩd feſod, chat takes good counſell; Es 
thar gives ; wiſeſt that gives and takes; but à ver) fool that neither 
es nor takes good counſel, Avift. Ethic. «d ineom. I. f. c. 3. But by Quakers 
ine, they are wiſeſt who follow their own lighr, for they follow a ſafe - 
of whioh none but men our of their wits do aſſert, it being 
_—  — and others ſince 
day. I 


ons li n 
meetings of Quakers to t about any af- 
irs in common, or to teach each other, ar ro communicate revelations... 


which 
would rravell far, and beſtow much coſt for thut / elſewhere, 
have withour labour and coſt at me? Eſpecially if ic be'as 
fax, that euch man is to look to His own light; and chat is it which 

all cell them, it being in a manner all that they ſuy at thoſe meetings of 
I have been preſent ; which when 1 have heard, I have admi- 
of ſome hundreds of people, who have come many miles to 
n a cloſe of paſture in a hot Summer day on a ſtage, nothing al- 
inſt others, and inſtruct them. in nothing, but bid chem 


7 mens by and yer they ſtood 2 great patt of ſuch a day in 
a 

$. M each perſons own light in him be his guide and rule, then is it in vain 
to defire — — ries, which they had not before, 
lth they within . Therefore they com- 
poſe m s to their quaki they may have ſome word of the 
Lord to ſpeak to either an tical deviſe, when 
they pretend ſome again what they have 
often ſaid to term this the word of the Lord, and prerend 
it the Spirit of God, when it is bur their ordinary talk, —1 — 


or elſe al needleſi ſich have light within 
I 
„ That 


PV 


Eise. Sgt. irt 


= err 


is not of it ſelf a ſufficient: guide; unto G ad. 53 

6. That which is the worſt oſ all: Ey aſeribing ſo much to the light with 
in chem, Saran hath this ad vantage, that w hate ver he. can imprint on chem a 
I ( which perions are very apt to rake as God, when it ſpi? 
with their wills and luſts, or comes into them wich force and ſuper natur 
impulſe) they muſt receive.it without examination, and obey it. By which 
meages Satan hath drawn perſons to horrid acts. which. chey have judged ne- 
cellary duties: As to omit elder inſtances ʒ the things related by Gilpin of N 
dal concerning himſelf; and thar which happened nearer to us, — 
the young man that drowned himſelſ in a litcle puddle in a ditch not farrefrom 
Worceſter, that he might meet with Chriſt, not many years ſince, do give us 
ſad proof how the Devil works on Quakers, a deluded by this prin- 
ciple of following the light within them, without Scti 

7. If every mans light within him be a ſufficient and ſafe guide unto God, 


hen there is no difference to be put between wiſe and fooliſh, learned and 


un- 
learned ones; it is as ſafe a way which the unlearned and foolifh follow, as 
tit which the wiſe and learned follow in matters of Reli and moral be · 
haviour. He that is counted unlearned and fooliſh, if he follow. his own 
ight, doch as well as he that is never ſo wiſe or learned; $ Solomon 

$, Eccl.2.13,14. Then I ſaw that wiſdome excelleth folly, a farre as light ex- 
celleth darkneſs ; the wiſe mans eyes are in his bead, bus the feel walbeth in dark. 


neſs. 
8. If every mans light within him be a ſufficient ſafe guide in his way to 

then the Philoſophers light afore they had the Golpet preached to them, 

a ſufficient ſafe guide to them; for ſure they had as much light within 
them without the Scripture as any, and did improve it to the z and the 
Jewiſh Rabbins, beſides the natural light in them, did by the ftudy of the Law, 
and tradition of Elders, endeavour to attam to the of God : Yer 
uch dhe Apoſtle to the Greeks that ſought after wiſdome, the preaching of Chriſt 
cagified was fooliſhneſs ; infomuch that the Apoſtle 1 Cor. 1. 20,21. uſeth this 
exprobration, Where is the wiſe 2 Where is the of this world ? Hath nat 


Jud made fooliſh the wiſdome of this world ? Her after that inthe wiſdeme of God, 


the world by wiſdame knew not God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to 
ſave them that believe. 

9. If every mans light within him were a ſufficient ſafe guide to him in Re- 
and morality, then do all Law-makers ill, to put any Laws on them, 

to reſtrain them from doing vat they like; then do Tudges ill, in paſſing ſcn- 
rences of condemnation of them z then do men ill to reprove them; Parents, 
Tutors, School maſters, ill to reach them etherwiſe ʒ then is all Government 
ind Magiſtracy unprofitable ; Rulers are not Miniſters of God to us for good, 
bur only to moleſt and oppreſs us 3 then they that ſer their children to School 
do fooliſhly ; Univerſities, and Schools of Arts, to breed them up in literature 
and good manners, are vain; and all theſe are to he aboliſhed, which were a 
Way to lay all waſte, to level people, as well in manners and knowledge, as 
to reduce us to barbariſm,” to make the nation a wilderneſs, yea to 

de it, and in fine drive away che Spirit of God from us, and intro- 

unclean ſpiriti to repoſſeſs us and our Land. It is ſuch a courſe as tends 

d expell all that is excellent, and may better us, and to fill the Nation with 
{generation of fon, in whom God bath ns pleaſure, Eccl. 5.4. and — by 
K conſ. quent 


54 Evely mans Light within him 
conſequent condemin all the men of worth in the world, ſince the Creation, 
of folly and blindneſs. f 8 

10. Laſtly, Ic every man have a light within him, which is a ſuff cient ſafe 
guide to him, then I ſuppoſe- they will grant that I have ſuch a light within 
me; and if every man is to follow this light, then I am to follow my light in 
me : Now my Aale within me ſhews me, that the Quakers opinion about the 
light in them is an errour 3 that they pervert fouls by bidding men follow itz 
and draw them off from making the Scriptures theit rule, terming it diſpara- 
gingly the letter; and oppoſe Preachers, reviling them, opeuly thwarting 
them and moleſting them in their work of teaching the people out of the 
Set ipture ; and this is net only my light, but the light of millions of men be- 
ſides me: Yea I think all the ſober men of che world that ever were, have 
found by experience their own darknefs, and ignorance, and have groaned 
under it, bewailing ic to God, and applying themſelves to the ue of ſuch 
meanes, as might tight into their loules. Out of all which I conciude, 
that this opinion of which i have reſuted, u the moſt ſottiſh ohiaion 
that ever was inſtilled into them by the prince of darkneſs, not by 
rhe Spirit of God, and tends to the diſſolution both of freligious diſcipline and 
cwil yet ſay; or rather brawl ſomewha:t for their opinion, 
— be conſide ted. 


Sect. . Objetlions of ent for the narverfality and ſufficiency of light in 
| meth, are; 


a a. 
f — — is —— — — nor 
them, i who not that every man a light iſt ; 
bur che kind6ofir, char it is ſpirirual, and the ſufficieney of it, char of & ſelf ic 
is a ſaſe guide to God: Of which enough is ſaid before. 

They alleadge alto Luck, 17.21. Where it is ſaid to the Phariſees, Bebel the 
King dome of - 
x. That 


within you : Therefore in every man. Wherets | anſwer, 

. particle tranſlated | within you | may be 33 well, and to my ap- 
prehenſion more truly rendered [ among you which is the tranſlation in the 
Margin. 2. Thar the ſenſe is, the kingdome is not to be expected as a fu- 
me thing; but as it is Mat.i2. 28. The hingdome of God u come unto you. 
Luk.11.20. The bingdeme of God is come won you. Luk. 10. 9. The bingdome of 
God is come nigh ume you : Which is not meant of light within, but the preach- 
mg of the Goſpel, or the preſence of the Meſſiah (who was among them, 
744.26.) without them the light within each man cannot be meant by 
the kingdome of God: Hor the kingdome of God is a thing that was not afore 
Chriſts in the fleſh, and was taken from the lewes and given to 
—— which is not to be ſaid cf the light within every 
man. Nor is it ſaid, the kingdome of God is in every man, but within or a- 
mong you Phariſees or lewes, ro whom the Goſpel was at firſt ſent : For 
Stat. 3. 2. The hingdome of heaven is at band; and 
the Geßßel of the kingdome. Mat. J. 17. and Mat. 1 l. 12 
the Bayeift the kingdome of bea ven is forced. Mat. 13. 1g. 


dayes 


hearer, 


. | LA tr erer 8 


of ; 
that beareth the word of the kingdeme : Which and many Scriprures ⁵ 
the kingdome of God is n extended ro every man, nor every 
to thole that hear the Goſpel, and reecive it. 
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if 1 
1 2 
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mach every man bis neig 
, ſw they ſhall all brow me, from the 


- - » Me = ++ = WW 55. 5% w 


4 net of it ſelf a ſufficient ſafe guide unto God. 57 

lt is alledged that the Apoſtle fairh, Rom. 2.14, 5. That the, Gentiles who had 
wot the lar, did by nature the things of the law, theſe having nat the lam are 4 
law unto themſelyes : Wherets I anſwer, that it is true of "the Gentiles, chat 
their own conſciences were a law unto-themſelves, bur not ſo far_as to con- 
vert or guide them to God, but to accule or excuſe them to themſelves, as the 
very next words ſhew.: bo ſb:w the work of the law written in their hearts, 
ther conſciences bearing them witneſs, and their thoeghts between themſelves accar- 
ſing or excuſing. 

it is alledged that it is aid, Col. 1.23. That the Goel hath keen preached toe. 
very creature under bea ben ; therefore every one hath the light within him, 
which is the Goſpel : To which I anſwer, the Goſpel ;is not the light wich- 
in each perſon, but that word without them which was preached to them, 
of which Paal was a Miniſter. The light within each perſon is by creation, 
and inward work of the Spirit; but the Golpel is the word brought to our 
cars by Preachers without us, which is never received by many of thoſe to 
whom it is preached. And when it is aid co be preached to creature. 
the meaning is not that every particular perſon heard it; but as Chriſt 
bids them preach the GoÞþel to every creature, Mar. 16. 15. the command is not 
Qurthey muſt preach ie wo every particular perſon, even to LInfancs, for that 
—— err. t that they d preach it to any indafi- 
nitely, not reſtraining them to the eee us he did for- 
etly, Mt. 10. 85,6. Io which ſenſe the Apoſtie ſaith, Cel.1. 28. He e- 
very man, and taxght every man; that is any wichout difference who occurred 
whether Iew or Gentile. - 

It is aſten urged char jr is (aid, Cal. 1. 27, Chrift in you the hope ; there- 
fore it is Chriſt within a perſon which is the hope of gory, ſome of 
chem have made their Saviour, and not he who was fied at Feruſalem; 
and this fancied Chriſt within them, ſeem ond wit] the light 


_ within them, and che Goſpd. Far | 8 1. That this is a meer phan- 


tuſlick mag + in different from that leſus 
Chriſt born of Mary, who is the Saviour of the world; nor is there in the 
words, Cal. 1. 25. any ground for ſuch a diſtindtion: For the term rendered 
Li] may as well he rendered [) as it is wer]. 23. If not, the meaning is, 
Ghrift is in them the hape of Glam. t is, Chriſt who is in them by faith, ot 
Chaſt who is the hope in them, that is, their hope of . Howeyer 
this is cerrain, that Chrift in them. cannot be meant of the light that is in every 


- wan, far chat is by generation; but this Chriſt in chem was only in the Saws; 


rn. 26. And by Preaching, whereby God made it known, which bad been bid 
Fam ages and generations, veil.25,26,27,28. | 
lt is alledged 2 34. God „And they ſhall no more 
boar, — is Brother, ſaying, Know the Lard : 
unto the greateſt of them. Therefore e- 
very man ha h a light in him, and needs no Preacher, ' 
To which I anſwer, 1. That it is manifeſt from Heb. 8.10,11, chat this is 


not a declaration of what all men have upon their birth, but what ſame ſhall 


- have under the new Covenant by ſpeci and therefore is not meant of 
 mhelightwithia each perſon 2 that was as well the rſt 
3 ©: Covenant, but thoſe who arc ſpecially called under the el. + The 
4 2 meaning 


— 


labe received bim 
"the ſame pare + teacheth'you of all on and is truth and is 0 lie ; and even « 
it hath taught you, ye ſha abide in him: Whence they would gather, that each 


—— 


306 Neither by their iwn Light of it ſelf nor by Gods promiſe 
" meaning is not that ſhall have no more teaching at all ; then Gods word 
had been broken, Loeb wp the knowledge of God, 2 Cor.4. 6, Bur 
either the is, they ſhall not teach by ſuch obſcure ſhadows or 

as they | before, bur ſo plainly, as that they may with unveiled fac bee, 
bebold the lory of the Lord, 2 Cor.3.18. which ſeems the woſt genume wenn - 
ing by Verſ.9,10. Or in a comparative ſenſe, their knowledge ſhall be ſo 2 
bundant, as that each perſon who hears the Goſpel and believes it, ſhall be 


able of himſelf to know the Lord. 


10 is urged that Iſa. $4-13 it is ſaid, All thy children ſhall be taught if the 
Erd; therefore every man hath a light within him. 
Anſw. 1. All thy children, 6auner be meat of every one that cometh into 


the world: Our Saviour hath taught us, Job.6. 45. to expound it of one ore 


of perſons, aide that heave beard and learned. of the Father, not all. 2. Not 
can it Wunde ol that wry — 1 is by the light within a man common 
to him, w 1 * 2 but that peculiar teaching of God by his 
Spirir and his hereby a perſon cometh te Chriſt ; chat is believes in 
5 which is never a Aon meer light which each man hath in him by humane 
irth. 
It i yet further x vlog it is ſaid, 1 Job,2. 27. But the anvinting which ye 
th in you ; and ye need not that any man teach you 3 but os 


mans light within him, or ar leaſt cach perſons light within him, who hath 
the » op of God, is + ſufficient to teach him without Ccrip'ure or Preacher, 


is the thing they aime at, that there may be ſome colour to, make $crip- 
tures and 8 ſeem e | 


To it I anſwer N to thoſe that ſeduced then verſ. 
26. who wr dear! By e thoſe e times, whether Ebionites, Cerinthians, 
1 or Gmoftichs, he terms Antichrifts, verſ. 18, and 22,23. He 

tions their the deming the Father and the Son 3 which was done, 
by prevending a wore e nd refined doctrine then the Apoſtles taught ʒ 
i oe IE IASC, 
pope fs e * _ riſen 4 ition o 
Wann e by the L. I oa irs reaching, and ſo 
"any of — 3 26.) ſhould 


t any other doctrine 222 pretence whiatſoever ſhould be 
| N nr tha bur char which they had be been taught 17 that anointing· Now 
1 teuch them 1 the A poſtles, as is n 

you have beard fom the 


2 Ferſ. 24, Let that therefore abide in you 
NN 18 ether oi to be thar, which he and other A- 


repgin nad declare n Chap.1, 1,2,345. To which he faith, 
: _—_ bearerh » tmeſs,'1 Joh. 3.6. And faith, 1 Job. 4. 6. We are of God, 
he that know:th God heareth ws, be that is not of God beaveth not us 3 bereby know 
8 ef truth and tha, Spirit of errour. Whence it in apparent; 1. That 
. every man, have no need that any teach them, who have fe. 
22 2. That it is not meant, that they have no need of any 


eres serer 


Egerer zer 


Teer 


png any. hing at all; but that they have no need of the ſeduces 
ww be more exadt ind ſublime. 3. That the teaching — 


2 
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| rothe well uſing of naturals, is | 
- © the anointing was not by peculiar immediate revelation, but by 


+ of the Apoſtles, are 


* we 0 * 
— " | 


ſeving knowledge of, &c. 57 
by bearing wit” 
neſs to what the Apoſtles - 4. That they only that receive the doctrine 
gn y the anointing. 3. Thar when it is ſaid, the 
ſame anunting taught them of all things ; it is not meant of all ſimply, 
for then they ſhould have been omniſcient, they ſhould have 4nown the day and 
how in which the Son of man cometh 5 whereas Chriſt ſaith, the Father only 
knowes it, Mar. 1 3. 32. but of all thoſe things concerning the Father and the 
Son, of whom the Herericks pretended a deeper knowledge then the Apoſtles 
+ had. Now theſe things being premiſed, this Text is againſt the Quakers, not 
for them z for it aſſerts not a light in every man, but only in thote in whom 
the anointing was 3 nor a teaching of that anointitg by peculiar immediate re- 
relation, but by the Apoſtles preaching, which is the ſame with the doctrine 
of the Scriptures ; and ſo proves the Quakers not of God, who hear not the 
Apoliles, are, not guided by the Scripwres, but by a peculiar light within 
them, falſely aſcribed to the anointing of the Spirit of God, and reach other 
doctrine then what is received from the Apoſtles ; and ſo is a warning to us 
that we ſhould not hear them; and juſtifies the Preachers who preach the 
doctrine which the Apoſtles delivered ; and ſhews thoſe only to have the a- 
- nointing and to be rightly taught by it, who receive their doctrine, which is 
in the Scriptures. 


SeR. 3. The opinions of G+ds obligation to the uſer of natural abilnies wel 
and of univerſal calling, are errours pernicions. 

Ie remains that I ſhould fay, ſomerhing of the other opinions mentioned, 
erm. 5. concerning the certaigty of communicating that which ſhall be 
of ſaving import to every man, that uſeth his narural abilities fairhfwlly and 
carefully, and univerſal calling by that which is termed objective grace. For 
though my purpoſe was only to examine the Quakers opinion about a light in 
every man, yer ſith theſe two opinions do come very near the Quakers opini- 
on, and did either beget it at firſt, or do mach ſerve to conſirme it, and are 


Chriſtian Religion and the preaching of the 
8 AM, zeal in 
Chriſt, reſor mation of Religion, and ſufferi iſti 
meer Moraliſts, 


fills the Land with luke warm - Neurratifts, 
n 
| non of $ ment to him and 
natural abilities doth ſi 1. That there may be, iſ there never — 
a faichinll and care ſull uſe of gataral abilities by every perſon of mankinde un- 
der heaven: This uſe is to be conceived to be for the finding our of the know- 
ledge of the true God, his will and counſel, and the obſerving them. Now 
this cannot be conceived to be in any, who hath nor a heart io be ſubjeR co 


2 if he might know his will, and to worſhip him, if he could underſtand 


he ſhould do it, and doth carefully ſtudy to finde out theſe, and en- 


Wires diligently after them. * tells ws, Ferſ.e, char the mind- 
3 ine 


38 Neither by their own Light it ſelf vor by Gol. promiſe 
img of the floſs enmity agninſt Cu, for it is not ſubjeF'ro the lem of God, u 
he bps fovben 2þey that are in the fleſh cammpleaſe God, bh og — 
M1 theyre ſuppoſed to be in the fleſh who are not in the Spiri-, Vo, g. 
thoſe rwo members comprehending all men: Now no man is in che Spi. it Wi 
+ not in Chriſt, Vrrſip, io. and he that hath only natural abilities is nogyn 
Curt; in a man believes in him he is not in Chriſt : Therefore no man that 
hath ogly namralabilirics, hach a heart to be ſubject to God, if he might know 
his Will ; n could underſtand how to. do itz nor will 
carefully frady to aut theſe, and enquire diligently after them; and 
therefore the tion of a faichfull and carefull uſe of yarural abikties by e- 
or a of mankindeto come to God, is a ſuppoſition of an impoſ. 
— as the ſtate of mankinde now is. To this Argument may be added 
ther of Lord Chriſt cells us, at. 7. 16,17, 18. Os men gather grap:s of thorns, 
or fige of vhiſiles ? Even ſa every good tree bringeth farth gh Furr, but a corrupt 
Tree forth evil fruit. 4 f tree cant bring forth evil Fat, neither 
Can —— forth pe Fuit : Which ſpeech though it be underſtood 
ofthe dimiaute i ity, that is a moral impoſhbiliry only ; yet in 
that ſenſe ic wilt evince, that none of thoſe men who have only natural abi - 
lities (by which they can never be made any ocher then corrupt trees) have 
or can have an inclination to uſe fairhfally or carefully their natural abiliries 
for God, but only for themſelves ; ſo that if they do at any time enquire after 
God, it is by reaſon. of ſome kinde ofpreventing work of God, not by any ap- 
of themſolves faichfully and carefully to ſeek after God. I omit the 
which [ have uſed Serm. 40. and 6th before, to prove deſtitution 
of Giri light, and imperſection of natural light to guide us to GO, which 
— — — — every man, either will 
or dan in his meer natural eſlate, uſe his natural abilities faithfully and care - 
Filly do ſoek after God. 

. It i ſuppoſed, that he that doch thus uſe his natural abilities, ſhall re- 
cee rom O yer ſur her chat which mall be of ſaving import and conſe- 
For quicker diſpatch, I omir the ſearch both into what a man maſt 
that he may be ſaid 40 have thus uſed his natural abilities; and what that 
is of ſaving import and which he thall receive, and ſay that It 

a man did uſe bis natural abilities thus, yer there is n aſſurance 
tharhe ſhall reotive from God that which is of ſaving confequence, which | 
eres: 1. Tfchaſe Jowes and Gentiles who have uſed as well as they 
could their naemal abilities, have not received from God that which is of a- 
ving import and conſequence, then there is no affurance given of every mans 

rr 
aun fairbfully and carefully uſe his natural abilities of reaſon and conſcience. 
Bur the antecedent is ttue: Therefore alſs the conſequenr. The conſe- 
quence is ofir ſelf manifeſt, and the antecedentÞ proved by inftances. The 
man mentienad, Mar. 10. ac. that d all the Commandment: fun 
'ble youth, innen that it is aid Chai lowed bim. Verſ. 21. And that be # 
an for Fam the Hag ome of S. And Iſrael that followed after the lev of 
i but a ,Euv „N r 
un abilirics, and yet received not which. was of ſaving import and 
eonſcquence from God. And the Greehs which ſought after m— 9 
wi dn 
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w the diſciples of Chriſt to know the myſteries of the ki „bos to 


18 it is even that which doth 
Per to be meant of hearing with a heating ear, and of obeying the 


n the well uſing of naturals, is ſoving knowledge of, &c. 59 
| 12 iſdeme knew not God, I Car.1.21,22. Therefare there is not aſſured that, 
3 - which is of ſaving import to the well ufing natural abilities. 


. If God uſe a clean contrary way to lay his right hand on the head of E- 
aim, ard his leſt on Manaſſeb 3 I mean to bleſs with ſaving grace the warſk 
of the Gentiles, and to reject Jews moſt zealous of the law, chen he gi 
affurance of their receiving that which is of ſaying import and 

who faithfully and careſully uſe their natural abiliries. But the antecedent is 
tue, as £pb 2-142,5. Col. 2. 13. Rom. 9. 30, 31. Rm. 10.2. Ti. 3. 3,4. appears: 
Therefore alſo the conſequent. 

z. If che Scripeure do exclude works of righteouſneſs, which men do from 
being the reaſon of giving ſaving grace, and alcribe it enticely to Gods will as 
the adequate reaſon, then he do not aflure that which is of ſaving — 
ind conſequence to them, that uſe natural ahilities fairhfully and carefully 
Bur the former is true, Tit. 3. 4,5. 2 Tim. 1.9. Rom. 9. 16. Mat. 11. 25,26 
Therefore allo is the later true. 

4. If God were engaged to give tahim char well uſeth natural abilgies, that 
which is of ſaving conſequence, then he is ſo engaged by the werth of the 
work, or by ſome promiſe he hath made thereto. But neither of theſe is 
rue; not the ſormer, becauſe no works done by a man in the fleſh pleaſe 
God, Rom. 9.8. Withoe faith it is not poſſible to God, Heb.11. 6. Nat the 


nter ; if there he any ſuch promiſe let ic be ſhewed. I know ir is uſually ur- 


ged that Chriſt ſaith, Mat.25.29. To every ene that bath fall be given, and be 
ſhell have abundance ; which is uſed by many, to prove that God hath promi- 
ſed to give ſ1pernatural to him that well uſeth natural light. I will not 
enter into an accurate diſcuſſion of the meaning of this Text, nor ſer dowa 
the various limitations with which it muſt be circumſgribed, that it may be 
foand true. Dr Robert Abbot in a particular Lecture, Dr Wilken Taiſſe, V indic. 
—— t. ect. 6s. have done much to clear ir. It is enough for 
preſent purpoſe, 1. That the talents cannot be meant of natural abilities. 
1. Recauſe the parables M. 28 1. 4. do expreſs the eccurrences per- 
mining to the kingdome of heaven: Therefore the uſe of the talents is the uſe 
of ſomerhing pertaining to it, not of what is commen to all humane kinde. 
2. The talents are ſaid to be gives to ſervants, Verſ. 14. Luk. 19. 13. There- 
fore the calents are not natural abilities which every man hath. 2. The ſpeech 
— — the hearing, under — 1 8 
1. e the parable ex the occurrences ing to · i 
ofheaven. 2. Becauſe Mat.13.11,12. it is made the reaſon why it was 


it was not given. 3. Becauſe Lak 8.18. it is made reaſon why they 
Hhonld rake heed how they hear; which had not been pertinent, if the pro- 
miſe of giving more were not to them that rightly hear and receive tho word. 
4. It is more fully cleared by Mar. 4. 28,24, 25. where Chriſt —_— If 
any man have ears to hear let bim bear, it is added, And be ſaid um Tale 
beed what you hear ; with what meaſure you mete, it ſhall be meaſtved toyon 1, and 
m You that bear ſhall more be given. For be that bath t6 him quem" and 
be that bath net yo Pall ie ER even that which be hath. Luk. 8. 

ſeemeth te have. 3. The baving hence alſo 


— be meant of bare poſſeſſion, but of right uſing, becauſe he that had 
but one talent bad poſſeſſion ; yet is ſaid not to have, becauſe he did not well 
imploy it. The ſenſe then is, To him that hears the Goſpel with an heart 
car and an obedient heart, more knowledge, comfort, ſpiritual abilities. 2 
ine(s ſhall be given 3 but an unfruirſull diſobedient heager ſhall loſe all the 
comfort and happineſs he ſcemed to have. . 


Al ſpiritual ſaving Light 16 from Chriſt. 
S ERM. VIII. 


Joh.1.9. That wa the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh irt 
the world. 

Sect. 1. All Piritnal ſaving light of knowledge, peace, joy, hope, life, and 
glory, is ffom Chriſt. 


I remains that I confider the ſenſes in which Chriſt as the great Officer of his * 


Father, or Mediatour between God and man, enlightens with ſpiritual 
light every man that comtrh into the world, I ſaid that the Text may be un- 
derſtood of this light two wayes, 1. That all who are enlightened wich ſpi- 
ritual light to ſalyation, have ir from Chriſt, 2+ That he doth en- 
lighren all ſorts and nations of men with ſpiritual light. I ſhall conſidet 
both 


1. That all who are enlightened with ſpiritual light to ſalvation, have it 


from Chriſt, is the fame with that which Chriſt ſaith, Joh.14.6. I am the 


way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father but by me. And it & 
proved in the ſeveral ſorts of ſpiritual and ſaving light, that all who have 
chem, have them from Chriſt. 1. There is the light of the knowledge 1 the gle· 
ry of God, as the expreſſion is, 2 Cœ. 4. 6. and that 5s in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
No man hath ſeen God at any time, the only begotten Son which is in the boſome of 
the Father, he hath declared bim, Joh.6.45. Not that any man hath ſeen the Fa- 
ther, ſave be which is of God, be bath ſeen the Father. Joh. 14.7. If ye bad 
known me, ye ſbould have known che Father alſo, Vetſ. 9. He that hath ſeen me, 
hath ſeen the Father. Believeſt than not that / am in the Father, and the Fa- 
ther in me ? The Words-that I ſpeak unto you I peak not of my ſelf, but the Faber 
that dwelleth in me, be doth the works. Mat. 11.27. Al things are delivered m- 
to me of my Father, and no man knoweth the Son but the Father, ntither hnoweth 
any man the Father ſave the Son, and be to whom the Sen will reveal him. From 
whence it is apparent, that the light of the knowledge of God and his grace 
whieh bri ſalvation, is all from Chriſt. It was the Spirit of Chriſt which 
wa in the » which teſtified beforehand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and ibe 
glory that follow, 1 Pet. 1. 11. 2. There is the light of peace with God, 
which is derived from-Chriſt and no other. a Cor. 5.18. And all things are of 
God, who bath reconciled ws to bimſelf by Feſws Chrift. Verl. 19. God wat in 
Oriſt reconciling the world unto bimſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. 
Verſ.2x. For be hath made him to be fin for ws, who knew no fin, that we might: 
made the righteon[neſs of Oed in him. Heb. 2.17. Wherefore in all things it 
* 


bo Neither by their os Light of it ſelf nor by Gods, dee. 
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due healed, 1 Pet. 2. 24. re 
that we being Lead unte fins ſb ul lu unte righteouſneſs, by whoſe ſtripes ye were 


| healed, Col. 1. 19, 20. Far it pleaſed the Father that in bim ſhmid all fullneſs 


dwell, and (having made peace through the Bleed of bis Croſs_) by bim to recon- 
cile all things to himſelf, by bim I ſay wherher they be things in Earth or things in 
Heaven. All then that have the light efightcouſneſs and peace wich God, 
have ir ſrom Jeſus Chriſt, who is therefore termed by the Prophet Iſai. 9. o. 
the Prince of peace, and was repteſented by Melchizedech, King of Salem, that 
is, Heb. 7. 2. firft being by interpretation King of righteouſneſs, and aſter that alſo 
King of Salem, which is Ning of Ifai. 9. 7. of the increaſe of bis governe- 
ment and peace there ſhall be no end. 3. Thereis the light of ſpirituall joy, com 
fort, hope, courage, boldneſs, and confidence before God, which is derived 
from Jeius Chriſt and no other. We are the circumciſion ſalth the Apoſtle, Phil. 
3.3. who worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoyce in Chrift Jeſus, and have no confi- 
dence in the fleſh, Rom. 5. 10, 11. For if When we were enemies we were reconci- 
ted to God by the death of bis Son : much more being reconciled we ſhall be ſaved by 
his fe. And not only ſo, but we alſo joy in God through our Lord Feſus chriſt, by 
whom we b.rve now received the Atonement, Col. 1. 27. which is Chriſt in yen the 
bope of glory, Phil. 2. 1. If there be any conſolation in Chriſt, 2 Cor. 1. 3. Far a 
the ſuffering of ny yr ſo prune m 7 2 
.12.; Ia whom we have boldneſs and acceſs with con dende by the faith of bim, 
2:11, 12. Wherefore remember, that ye being in time paſſed Gentiles in the 
that at that time ye were without Chriſt being aliens fam the Commonwealth 
Iſrach, and ſtrangers Fom the Govenants cf promiſe, haumę ne hope, and without 
Ged in the world. When they were without Chriſt they bad no bepe, 1 Theſ. 4 
13. whereby it is cvinced that all ſpiriruall joy in God, all the comfort againſt 
death and wrath to come, all the courage and boldneſs and confidence before 
God, all the bope of the glory of God — As. Rom. 5,2. all che 
ſpirituall 2 they have to endure and do is Chriſt, Phil. 4. 13. 1t 
* f God which paſſeth all undeſſtand ing. which beeps mens bearts and 
minds through Chrift Feſiu, v. 7. The light of life, as it is termed, Fobn 8. 12. the 


. inheritance of the Saints in hight, Col. 1. 12. is from Chrift and him only. 1 Fobn 


$.11. 4nd this is the record, that God hath given ts u eternal i life, and this life is 
in bis Son, be that bath rhe Son bath life, and be that bath not the Son bath not life. 


John 3. 36. He that believerh on the Son hath everlaſting life, and be that believ- 


erb not ihe Son ſhe'll not ſee life . bur the wrath of God abidetly en bim. Rom: 6. 
e of fan is death, but the gift 70 God ic eternall life thraugh Feſus 


our Lord. Rom. $. 17, 18, 21 Fei 


ane, much mere they which receive abundance —— and — gift of rig - 
, ſhall reign in bf- by one Feſus Chriſt. Therefore as by the offence 


mens came upon all men to condemmation : even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one the free 


| — 
Aud. 1 Cor. 15. 22, For in Adam all dye, even ſo in Chrift ſhall all be 'rade 
L al ve. 


bY —— * 
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& All ſorts and Nations of mus art tHlighted by Chrif 
alive. Acts 4. 12. Weiner is there ſalvation in any othtr : for there i mar @her 
name under Heavengiven among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. 1 Coe 4.46, 
31. Bat ine are yoln Gerift Feſus who of God is made unto us wine and 
71 — J and redemption, that according as it is written, be 
that giorifeeth ler by in the Lord. Out of all which we may infer, that al 
the light of ſpi nowledg, whereby we know the way to God, and un- 
— —— — _— —— „ In hm ave hid all 
the tres wledge ani wiſdome, Col. 2. 3. that all our light of peace and 
1 Mars with God is communicated to us by the winged Jeſus 
in mam horizon, wirhout wich there would have been an cchpſe of 
the hight of Gods countenance for ever, that all our joy in che holy Ghoſt, out 
everlaſting eonſolativn, boldneſs, courage, and confidence in God is t 
Chriſt vo ſtrengthens us, withour which we had been fick unto death for 
ever; that our eternall life, glory, ſalvati an, is from Chriſt his reſurrection and 
appeuring, withott which an everlaſting night of torment and horrour had ſei- 
zed onus, we had bren in utter darkneſs, where ts norhing bur weeping and 
wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. 


Se. 2. Chrift infighrens Oent i w well a8 Frmes-with ſpiritual l | 
The other ſenſe & the Text is , That the lighe of Chriſt — to 
the eur, bot extended to the Germier, that he doth with ſpiritual 
lighe inligmen all ſarm and Nations e Men, aceording to the prediction of 


. prepares 

| . lighten the Gentvies, and the glory of thy peaple 
ie, » fs 4 M. 
ringing for the mites thereof, a+ Chriſt ſpeakes, Aft. 25. 09. at 


Prefic and Phariſees ſought vo lay bands on him, v. 45. And when Paul had 

a Narration of his converſon, a d how Chriſt appeared to him and faid 
to him ;Depert : for Twill ſend thee far bence uno the Gemiles, the Fe nes gave bin 
unetiencewnto this ward, ani then lift up their vice, and ſaid, Away with ſuch « 
fellow from the eurth, for it ir not fit that he tree, Acts 22.21, 22. So ode 
and abominable was the memion of the of rte · Gemilesco be the people 
of God. —— — of the in reading the Pro- 
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light of life. John 9. 5. 4s long I amd the world I am in the light of the world, 


Johm 12. 46. I am come 4 light into the world, that whoſeever believerh on ime 
ſhould nat walk, in darkneſs. hereby the term | world | is meant ſpecially che 
Gentiles, as the Apoſtle afcrh ir, Ram. 11.12. according to that ſpeech of Chriſt 
12. 31,32, Now is the judgement of this world, now ſhall the Prince of this 
wrld be caft ont. and — — lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 
Which thing our Lord Chriſt infinuared in the parables of the invitation of all 
ſorts in the high wayes to the marriage of the Kings Son, Mat. 28. 9, 10. and 
to the great Supper, Lake 14. 22. and the prodigall Son, Luke 15. 38. and 
more plainly foretold John 10. 16. And other ſheep I have which are not of this 
fold e them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall voice, and there ſhall be one and 
one Sbepheurd. For though our Lord Chriſt Mar. 15. 24. ſaith, I am not ſet 
hut unto the loft ſheep of the bouſe of Iſrael, and commanded his twelve A 
Mat. 10. $3 5. Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and inte any City of the Samari- 
tans enter ye not, but go rather to the loft ſheep of the bouſe of Iſrael, yer did he be- 
to Preach to Galilee of the Genn los, ſo that the people which ſate m d 5 
— fight : and t» which ſate .n the Regin and ſhadow f death 
Tx wp Mar.4.5,15. and when the woman of Canaan pleaded for her 
and her davghter, that though ſhe were a Dog, yet the eat of the crumbs 
that ſul fem their Maſters table, Mat. 15. 25. Jeſus anſvered and ſaid unte ber, 
0 woman great is thy faith © be it umo thee even as ben wile, and our Lord Chriſt 
did Preach himſelſ to be Chriſt to a woman of a City of Samaria, called y- 
tha, who was thereby brought to believe on him with many of that City, 
4 41. And after his reſurtection he gave expreſs commiſſion to his Apo- 
matte Diſciples of all Nations, Mat. 28. 19. to go into all the world, and te 
— the Goſpel to every Creature, Mark 16. 15. appointing all ſorts of Diſei 
to be 'Baprized in all Nations, according to which injunction, they went 
«nd Preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
wet with ſignes follawing, v. 20. And when Peter ſtuck at it to go to the 
Gentiles when Cornelius ſent ro him, God reſolves him by a viſion and a _ 
ofthe ſpirit with che deſcent of the ſpirit upon them, that be bad 4ʃſ to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life, Acts 11. 18. which thing he alleadged in 
the Councell at Feruſalem, Acts t 5. 7. when he ſaid, Hen and Brethren, je know 
— — while ago God made chꝛice among ws, that the Gentiles by my month 
the Word of the GoÞþel and believe, and Cd which knoweth the hearts 
them witneſs, groing them tbe boly Ghoſt as be did unto ws, and put no difference 
between ws and them, purify ing their hearts by faith. To whom James afſeated 


+ adding v. 14, 15, 16, 17. Simeon bath declared how God as the firP® did viſit the 


Gentiles to take out of them a people for bis name, and 0 this agree the werds of the 
L 2 Projhets 
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64 Spiritual. Light mas nat imparted 
Prophets a it is written, Amos 9.11. Aſter this I will renane ; and will build 4 
gainthe - Tabernacle of David, » bich is fallen denn; and I will bid again the 
rains thee, and wil ſet inp, tht the refute of men mig ſcour th Lt, 
and all the r called, ſaith the Lord, v ho duth all theſe 
things, ich thing was alſo made known to Ananias concerning Paul, 
when he wes told, that he wa 4 choſen veſſel unto bim to bear bis name before the 
Gentiles, and Kings, and vhe Children of Iſrael, Acts 9. 15. and to Paul himelf, 
41, 26. 17, 18. 1 bave appeared tothee, and now ſend thee tothe Gentiles iu 

their. eyes, and to un them from darkneſs to light, a from the power of Satan le. 
to CAA. Whence he took it that the Goſpel of the unc ircumciſſion Was committed 
to bim, Gal. 3. 9. that be was 4 teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity, 1 Tim, 
2+ 7+ Which thing he counted his ſyeciall priviledge, Epb. 3. 8, 9. Unto me who 
am leſs then the leaſt of all Saints is this grace given that I ſhou'ld Preach among 
the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of Chriſt , and gl v, (the phrate 
in.che yy enlighten all men, or makg all men ſee what is the fellou ſbip of the 
myſtery, which frem abe beginning of the world hath been bid in God, who created all 
things by Feſme Chriſt. Hence in the ſetting down the great myſtery of godlines 
1 Tim. 3.45. this is one chief point, that God was mani feſted in the fleſh Rreach- 
ed to the Gentiles, and believed on in the world. For which reaſon it is ſaid Ti. 
2.11. that the ſaving grace of God bath appeared or ſbined to all men, and ſo 
Chriſt inlightens every man cometh-inco the world with Ipirituall Caving 


$e& 3. Thee is not ſufficient d iradlion in the as of Gods common providence u 
lead men to the bnowledg of Gads gr ace in Chriſt. 
How all ſpiricuall light is derived from Chriſt, and how he iulightens all 
ſorts of men with it, hath been ſhewed beſere in ſome meaſure. Yet it 
is to be obſerved, that he inligheneth Jews and Gentiles differently : the 
by his own perſonall Preaching and cxample, the Gentiles by his Apoſſ les and 
the giſt of his Spirit inſtcad of his Preaching, There is another way 
which as I ſaid before, hath been conceived by ſome, that God vouchſaſed to 
the Gentiles beſote Chriſts comming in the 3. and,in like manner he doth 
now to thoſe who never heard the Goſpell,in an univerſall calling ro the know- 
: ledge of his grace in Chriſt by bis beneficence and paticuce towards all men, 
und by the ordering of the Heavens and other Creatures in the world, which 
are objecti fit to _ e men to enquire. after a Mediator and the Goſpel, and 
. that thereby men men might find out that which might lead them to faith, and 
this hach been ſtyled univerſall objeftive grace. Againſt this opinion beſides 
what is beſore ſaid may be objefted. - | 
1. That it is ſaid A&s 11. 18. When they beard theſe thingsthey held their peace 
and glorified God, ſaying, then hath G ale tothe Ger tiles granted repent ance um 
life, which ſhews that they gathered that God had granted repentance unto 
life ro the Gentiles, in that the Golpel was ſent to him, and not by any thing 
that before was vouchſaſed to them; thereſore they judged not that repen- 
cance was granted to life by an univerſal! calling, in the view of Gods provi 
dence before. If any ſay Cornelis was à praying believcr before, it is grate 
ted. Burt 1. he was but a ſingle perſon, 2. he was a Profelyre of the gate, 
and came to tbe knowledg of God, not meecrly by vic of natural! 2 
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to the Cemiles by view of Ga wor kes. 65 


the Law and the Prophets, which bf 
If it be ſaid that Rom. 2. 4. it is bis 

— 2 forbearance and long ſuffering, » | 7 of Ged 
thee to repentance, it is 3 bur it doch not follow therefore that the 


bare obſervation of Gods neſs, patience and forbearance was a ſufficient 
direction to lead them unto repentance unto ſife, which could not be wichout 


the intervention of that Mediator and ſacrifice, whe could not be diſcerned by 
that direction alone- 

2. If there had been ſuch a direction to come to God, the myſtery of the Goi- 
pel and the grace of God could nor be ſaid to be hepr ſecret fince rhe world began, 
and made manifeſt to all Nations, then by the Scriptures of the Prophers, Rom. 16. 
26% 26. it had not been the hidden wiſdome of God in-« myſtery as it is termed , 
1 Cor. 2. . Which was from the beginning of be world hid in God; Eph.3. 9. From 
ages and generations, Col. 1+ 26. but had been revealed before by his patience, 
goodneſs, and forbearance, and the frame and ordering of the Creatures con- 
trary to thoſe texts. If it be faid, that the Apoſtle ſarch Rom. 10. 18. But I 
ſay baue they not heard? yes verily, their ſound went into all theearth, and their 
wards unto the end of the word. It is anſwered, that though the words as they 
are Pſal. 15. 4. ate meant of the motion and illuminarion of the Heavens, yet 
the Apoſtle by way of allufion makes uſe of them only to ſhew that fince the 
Apoſtles Preached the Goſpell, the Word of God mar made hiown to all Nati- 
ons f/ the obedience of faith, as it is, Rom. 16. 25. and this to be his meaning 
appears from v 14, 15,15,17. whence the bearing mentioned u. 18. appears 
e th: word of faith by Preachers ſent, who bring the glad tidings of good 
things. Preach the Goſpel of peace, and their feeture therefore beautifull. If it be 


fd that Col. 1. 23. the Goþel is aid to be Preached m every Creature under 


Heaven, | grant that the particle in the Greek is i, whieh commonly is tranſ- 
laced in, but there it is to be tranſlated to, being redundant, as not only by the 
uſe ofthe phraſe Mark 18. 15. to which it is likely the Apoſtle had reference, 
but alſo by che words may appear, firh the Goſpell ched is (aid 10 be 
beard by them, of which Paul was a Minifter 5 and were it to have the ſenſe, 
which thoſe which read in] would have, it ſhould nor be reſtrained to eve- 
ry Creature under Heaven, ſith in the Heavens according to their ſenſe the Goſ- 
pet is as much, if nor more, Preached, as in every Creature under Hea- 


ven 
. If there had been a ſufficient direction in the ordering of the Creatures, 
* acts of divine providence to bring us to God, then the counſel l of God 


might have been ſound out by man if he had uſed his naturall abilities ſaitiul 


ly and carefully. But the Apoſtle doch expreſly — — 1 C. 2. 9, 10 11, 
12. ſaying not only that they have not entered imo the heart of man, bur alſo that 
they are the dec things of God revealed by by Spirit, not to be bnown but by ir, as 
no man bnowes the things of man but th: 2 Fn that they are fßerly given of 
God, and we rective bis Spirit to make them lun to we. | 

4. If chere 1149 been a ſufficient direction in the acts of divine common pro- 
videncerowards all men to lead m to the y and' knowledg of Gods 


* grace in Chriſt then there had been an univerſal calling thereby. But the A- 


poſtle denies mens calling to the communion of Gods grace ro be univerſall, 


I cx. 1.9, 24, 25, therefore there is not an univerſall objective grace or ſuffi- 


L3 cicar 


66 -' Siriteall Light was wot imparted 
ciem;direRioq in acts of common divine providence to lead us ta Gods 
if ide objec bare i ad, chat rhe Gentiles bel the r u in w-righteaſaoſy 
fe de which ought be be Heu of God was maniſeſ in them, or t them, fu 
God | # with chem, I anſwer it is crue , and the next v. 20. ſhews 
that if vg 8 Gd be to be read, not, what may be known, but what abt 
to be ene God, as thar Author would have it, yet v. 19. it is nor (aid, aff 
h ought 10 be known of God was revealed to them, not the couuſell of 6 los 
in reconciling them to himſelf, but only bis eternall power and g Abrad, which 
ard underfloed by the things iht «re made, v. 20, and the evill of Come fins and ne- 
ceſſity of ſome duties, Rem. 2. 14. and that the eſſect of theſe is not converſion 
to God bur inexcofablenels, Rowe. 1. 20, and 2. 1 5. 
I che Scriprutererm thoſe times herein the Goſpel! was not Preached 
to the Gentiles, nor the written Law or Prophets ſeat to them the times of ig vo- 
rance which God Winkgd at or everloohed, and by the Apoſtles then commanded e- 
very man every where ts repent, ſuffering all Nations in times paſt to wall in their 
own wayes then he did not by his acts of common providence ſufficiently di- 
yen to attain to his grace. But the antecedent is true, As 1 4.16. and 15. 
7 


rea 

Os alſo the conſequent. If it be ſaid that Afr 14. 17. it is ſad, 
N be left not himſelf without witneſs, in that be did good and gave 
rain Som Heaven, and funfull ſeaſons filling our hearts with foode ani gladneſs, 
and Aft 17. 8. that be giveth ty all ife and breath and alFthings, that be made 
all Nations of one blond, for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and bath deter- 
wined the times Ir and the bounds of their habit ation, that they ſbruld 
ſeek the Lord, if Dapyily the might ſceh after bim, though be be not farre from every 
one of n, v. 26. 27, It is granted: bur it is denied that the thing witnefſed thers- 
Was that gr ac ia and goed affettion which he bears unto the world through Je- 
Gbrift, his inclination unto peace with men upon their r:pentanee , 25 the ſaid Pa- 
gains debt p. 12. For thoſe act of providence do not ſo much as ſhew , thar 
by one means or other God is taken off from the rigor of bis juſtice and ſeverity of 
bye 1 v4 fannrs, but only that he deferres it; nor is it true that what is 


| Ora, bvayſwulhumra Preaching 

the Goſpel, Nor is it conſequent, that becauſe the Apoſile faich, Heb. 11. 6. 
He that cometh unte God muſt believe that be is, and that he is a re varder fm 
that _ bim, that therefore this is all the faith or b:liefe that the Apoſtles 
male. and abſelmely neceſſary to bring a man unt God, i. e. into grace or fa - 
we with him; nor is it true, For then many of the Gentiles had been 
into Gods wer withour faith in Chrift contrary to Epb. 2. 12. Fobn 14.6. 
4, 4.12.1 Nn $.11, ta. 

6. If che grace of God given in Chriſt before rhe times of ages were manifeſted 
by the appearing of 
incorruyc ien 


Chrift bo aboliſbed death, and br life and immortality r 
ien te light by the — es agget this grace was not to 


» |. 


* were ſo tlut the act: of Gods beneficence AF; 14· 17. teſtißed bis 
_ 
17. #&« 


1 g- 
ion dents the world through Feſws Cbriſt, then we might believe 
withour Preaching, but that is contrary to Rom. 10. 14, 154 


2. 1 


be ſeen before. But the former is true a Tim. 1 · 9, 10. therefore allo the 
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ts the Cemilet by wi of Oedt wank ts, 


8. 1f there were no more faith ahſolutely ne he bring 4 man ts Cd 1 
of God's being and reward of ag then 

hef in Chriſt, would puriſie the 
a faith would be accepted anly by reaſon i 
takes away the main cud of the Goſpel. ich t me are ſaved 
faith not by wor bet, that all might be of grace , and boaſting migh 
— might be all in all, Eph. a. 7, 8, p. Eph. 1. 3. 1 C. 1. 29,30, 31. 
2 Tim. 1.9, 10. Tit. 3. 4, $. therefore that opinions to be rejelied L 
Chriſtianity unneceſſary, and mor all Philoſophy ſufhcient to ſalvation. . 


Vect. 4. Application to move us Cemiles to rejoyce in ti light, and not to reſt an 
humane rea(on. ! 
As for us Chriſtian Gentiles it cancerns us | 
1. To magnifie the rich grace of God in ca the Lord Chrif to 
come a5 a light to the Gentiles. Oh let all that love the Glvation of God ad- 
mice, exulc, gler ine God for his mercy as it is written, Far this cavſe will I confeſs 
v th:e among the Gentiles, and ſing unto thy name. Aud again be ſaith, roher ge 
Gentiles with bis people ; and again, praiſe the Lord all ye Gentiles, and land bim 
all 'ye p:ople 3 and again Elaias ſaub, There ſhell be 4 rout of Nele, and he that 
Hall riſe to reign over the Gentiles, in bim ſhall the G:atiles truſt, 15. 9,19 
11,12. There area 1 of baſtard Chriſtians, ar rather Hypocritic 
Atheiſts riſen np, who ta a know not whether they believe chemſclves) 2s 
if every man might be ſaved in his own religion, or in his own opinion thoggh 
there be no religion in him, if he live honeſtly, be ofa fair civil debonaĩer he- 
haviour, Hough theſe ſecretly follow their own luſis, and when i is for thei 
mage ght rules of juſtice, 9 count the N 
of Chriſt, preaching of the Goſpel, for the purity of Gods w . 
ſervice and Doctrine of Chriſt ſuperfluous, and rherefore are ſo far from mag - 
nifying the love of God in ſending Chrift to be a light to the Gentiles , that 
hey rather proſanely deride the eſteem of it, and hate thoſe Preachers and 
zealous Chriſtians, who carneftly urge wen to follow the light of CMI, as an 
eyeſore to them, diſqui ing Eng them, who mind only their own plea- 
fure and profit, and w not be diſturbed by any diſcourſe of or 
Chciſt, Heaven or Hell, or judgment to come ʒ were fuch yum le of 
the ſtate ofthe world afore Chrifts comming in the fleſh, the batharom rude- 
nels, the abominable idolatry, the horrible cruelty, the beaſlly un the 
natorious perfidiouſneſs that the beſt of thuſe Natiom were inured to, .they 
would prize more the light of Chriſt, and preaching af the 3 
it he with ſuch as are cither naturally or voluntarily bling, or - 
ed, ſoas the light of the,gloriaus Goſpel of Jelys | | 
them, yet you who have hern once en d, and bave ta good 
Sift of God, and of the powers of the world to come, methinks Thoutl Take 
heed how you let the-reliſh of Gods r memory of his rigd- 
ess in giving Chriſt to be your light, be loſt. We may Aufl, and ould if we 
mere ſenſible of our benefit have 4 new Tong ia our mouths, even d fongof 
thankſgiving to our God, and joyn in comſort with tł 
1 $4: 1. Ji O Karren than that didft not bear, break. 


EEE 


iber that didft not travel with Child : for more are the. 


Gentiles then the thildrenaf the married wife the people of the Jewes, 


er them, as Politian did, before che Goſpell, they 
may jaſtly expect to be laſhed by God, as one of the Fathers is ſaid to be for 
his inordinace aſſection and immoderate delight in Ciceroes works. I would not 
— forbid ſociety wich ingenious, civill, and morall men : there may be 

good heheviour learned from them. But iſ we converſe with them, a1d 


nor are changed. into the ſame image fram glory to glory e- 
ven n by the ſpirit of the Lord , 2 Cor. 3. 18. We may be amiable to men, but 


elaſi the glory of the Lor 


not lovely in Gods qS; we may win mens applauſe, but ſhall looſe Gods fa- 
your, Let us be wile therefore ſo to uſe Candles that we do not burn day- 
lighe, I mean that we ſo make uſe of all the reaſon, and humane wiſedome 
and virtue we have our ſelves, or diſcern in others Writings or examples, that 
yet we chiefly eye and follow the grand light the Sun of righteouſneſs the 
Lord Jeſus learning him, by ſtudying the great counſell of God which he te- 

— and denying our ſelves rake up our Croſs and follow'him is his Di. 
ci 


cr iſ 1 to be choſen and followed 4s our Light, 


SERM. IX. 
Containing, an Exhorration to uſe Chrift as our Light. 

Joh. 1. 9. That was the true light which lightth every man that cometh into the 
"He principal Uſe of all I have ſaid is, That you may be induced to em- 
T te ang follow the Lord Chriſt as the great light of the world. Be- 
fides the evidence out of holy Scripture, to prove him to have been ſent from 
Gad a into che world, the accompliſhmenc of whar he ſoretold. the ſuc- 
cels oſ hi errand which he declared wich rhe great wiſdome and holineſs in 
all his ſayings and doings, do amply confirm it. Iris true, among the Gen- 
tile Philoſophers there was light, but it was dime; there was light inthe 
Law, but ir was imperſect; no light which js truly ſuchi is ro be rejected. yet 
i . of the light of Chriſt, "ir was but darkneſs. —— light 
xd men well in ſome things, in moſt did lead men into crooked and dan- 
| zun the true worſhip of God they were wholly dark. The teach» 
w did teach many things aright about Gods being, works, — 
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bah done? May younar- diſcern fa — ſpirit, a ſelſ.ſecking. proud, 
| Great ſpirit in them ? What do their cenſures of others ſhew, but a minde to 
vid M 


Chrif it ts de choſen and; followed as our Light. yo 
ſhip 4 but in the great buſineſs of reconciling man to God, creQting the hing - 
— 2 — and the coming of the — were as 
as Moles. No man hath af up to heaven, but be that came down form hea- 
ven; even the Son of man being inbeaven, — . No man bath ſeen God at ang 
time, abe only begotren Son _ — in the 7 the Father — — —— 

in, Joh. 1. 18. Compare precepts and iſes wit moſt accu- 
— yin gs of any other Writers not divmely inſpired, and you will finde the 
former exceed the later in wiſdome and truth, as much as gold doth lead; or 
bread, acornes. Indeed the things are ſuch as none bur — — 
declare, they are ſo oppoſite to fin and — — they did 
inevitably exaſperate mens rage, and procure perſi Junto death. They 
ace ſuch as none could declare but he that came from God ; they are ſo agree» 
able to hat the Prophets and holy men of old delivered, ſo much advancing 
Gods glory; overchrowing Satans kingdome ; and leading men to God: 
The predictions of things to come concerning: himſelf, this Apoſtles, the 

ing of the Goſpel throughont the world, the perſecutions of his Diſci- 
ples, — 2 the deſtruction of 7 em, the giving 
ofthe holy Ghoſt, his death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, the diſpoſſeſſing Saran of 
his Empire in the world, the conver ſion of the Gcntiles; which are all ac- 
ed; beſides many other things not yer finiſhed, hut yet in fieri, in di- 
ing (of which che things already done, beſides the fignes of the nearneſs of 
their | t, do give firm aſſurance) do make infallible proof ef. 
Chriſts being char true light which enlighrens the world. Nicodemus, though 
one of that Set which moſt envied his repute, yer was forced to tell him,Rab- 
bi, we know thou art 4 teacher come Fam God, for no man can to theſe miracles. 
that thou doft, except God be with him, loh 3.2. The Devil hath attempted to 
raiſe ſome up, who might as Chriſts apes make ſhew of doing ſuch things as 
Chriit and his Apoſtles did; but their impoſture hath quickly a Nei- 
ther Julian, —— _ firſt ages, nor other ad = of Gui 
though | Chriſtianity, could ever evince any falſhood in 
Panqrlits relagons of Chriſt and his act. The witneſſes of them though per- 
ſons of underſtandidg and intergricy, laid down their lives in teſtimony of 
them, notwithſtanding the ſoreſt torrures uſed ro force them to a denial, in | 
(pighe of all the practiees of the Devil; yet the preaching of Ehriſt crucified, 9 
n the Idols of the Nations, and to bring in a ſort the J 
vn to the obedience oſ the faith. Though the lewes contradicted 
— ds the Roman Emperours raged, Lacian jeered, Libanius 
Julian calumniated, Papiſts corrupt, Gnoſlicks, Hereticks, Fa- 
naticks, Quakers, adulterate and cloud the truth jof Chriſt, they do bur piſs a- 
pinſt the Sun; che light of Chriſts doctrine, the truth of the Goſpel, doth and 
vill ſhine forth: Nor can all the cavils of modern Atheiſts, or the duſt raiſed, 
by new Phanraftiques, take away the brigheneſs of Chriſts light, or hinder its 
elighrening from others then themſelves. And ſhall we all the argn- 
ments given of Chriſts being the true light, follow afrer igner fate, under 
> raped new light ? What real comfort, or ſpiritual help ro holineſs, or 
directions, do they give to lead men to God, better then . Chriſt 
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paſſions, and impari. 


up the monſtrous 
mens coalciences un- 


velation 3; rejot them. Forget not that Chiiſt hath wa you, that f 
ſhell ſay nnto vun, bo bere is Cbriſt or there, believe it nut, 7P 


reſt 
hife, 


It 
as that 
bleſſed Martyr did, None buy Chrift, ne but Chriſt : That Chriſt w cach- 
ed, died at Hieruſalem, that word of his which is written in my Bible, ſhall 
be my light, to the teſtimony of leſus, to his ever laſting Goſpel 1 Nickz if 
men ſpeak not according to it, 1 # becauſe there is na light in them, ** 
8. 20. 

To i end it will concern you to take wich you, and obſerve theſe Di- 
re&ions. 1. To take hoed of falſe lights, under what diſguiſe ſoever 
come. © The Lord Chriſt foretold his Mat.24. 24. That there 
aziſe ſalſt Cbrifts, and Falſe Prophets, and ſhew great ſigns and wonder, 

inſamacd. 
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_ thar pretend light 3 whether they be proud, arrogant, 
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Sifoonech that ("if it were poſſible) they ſhould deceive the very ele; on - 
fhall ſay — — Ly here i Obrift 
Wee wunded & 


wth; #&/.23. Fun men 
hive, believe it mt. Of theſe he had fe | N . rs. ge- 
ware of falſe Prophets, which come to you in ſbeepes c » bt mwardy they 
are tawening Wolves, Pan! had forctold, 44. 20. 29.30. afrer bis 
ing, grievous Wolves 2 enter in amm them, not Paring the etz ; and cht 
of the Epheſian Chriſtians, themſelves ſh ud men ariſe, rab ing perverſe things, 
tn draw away Diſciples after them ;, and thereupon warns the * pheſian Elders to 
tube heed tu themſelves and to the flick, over which the holy-Ghoft bad made them 
overſeers, Verſ.28. Paul tels the Cœintbiant, 2 Cor.11.13,1 4. of falſe Apoſtter, 
deceitfull wirkers, trans forming themſelves imo the Apoſtles of Chrift ; and no mar- 
vel, for Satan himſelf is transformed into an Angel of Fight. And of ſuch he ad- 
moniſheth che Romans, 4 beſeech you brethren mark them which cauſe diviſions and 
effences, contrary to the doBrine which ye have learned, and avid them; for they 
that are ſuch, ſerve net our Lord Feſis Chriſt, but their own belly, and by good 
wed! and fair ſpreches deceive the hearts of the ſimple, Rom. 16. 19, 18. Peter 
alſo tells, 2 Per.2.1. that there were falſe Prophets alſo amng »be people, even os 
there ſhall be fa'ſe teachers among Chriftians, who privily fneld bring in dawnable 
berefies, denying the Lord that bought them. 1 Toh.2.18. And a ye have beard 
that Antichrift ſhal come, even now there are many Amtichrifts. 1 Loh. 4. 1. Be» 
hved believe not every Spirit, but try the Spirits, whether they ave of God, becanſ; 


12 many falſe Prophets are gone out into the world. All which ds demon- 


ſirare che great danger of Chriſtians being beguiled by , who tte cun- 
ning in transforming themſe! ves, as their maſter Satan doch, into Angels of 
tight, chat they may ſcem Miniſters of righteonſneſs. Wherefore it 
ſuch as regard the ſafery of their ſouls, not to be faciſe in i ſych 
is pretend to hold ſort i fighr, bur to examine what they ſuggeſt, and do try 
afore they truſt. To which end it will be needfull, 
1. That we be of diſcerning Spirits, to know —— of perſons 
. ſeeking, vam · glo· 
ous for advantage 


bl 


rious, coverons, more vehement then conſiderate, obſequi 
but other wiſe wilfull. 

2. Concerning their proccedings 3 whether they deal with' the weakeſt, a- 
fore they argue with the ableſt ; whether they aſſect more ſhew of holinefs, 
then of doctrine ; wherher they love not to conceal their opinions, till 
they have enſnared men, by raiſing a high eſteem of their perſons ; whether 


| Dr they may engrols the eſteem and 


of men 3 whether they be not mach in talk, little in deed. Theſe 
ud many more enquiries may much the dectits of choſe, char »ith 

feigned words mabe mrrchandize of weak ſouls. ' But 
3. The chief way is to try what they obtrude upon us by the Scripture. 
Owles will not endure this light 3 bur as Tertalhun terms them, they 
WeLucifuge Scripturarum, they fly the Hebt of the Scripture, and endeavour to 
ious the teachers of it. .f they cannot prevail to keep it from men in 
Ifrrange language, they will corrupt it with falſe gloſſes 3 i they cannor ſup- 
— Preachers, they will render them ſuſpected of infamons ; if they cannor 
t out the light of Scriprure and Preaching, they will ſer ſomethiag elſe in 
dompetition with ir, as the Authority of the Church, a Council, * tra · 
M 2 ition, 


dicion, light within each, or ſame other thing, to hide the light from ſhining 
both. Therefore it chiefly concerns men in theſe times, wherein men arg 
excceding buſie to » and thereby to darken the truth, to be very dili- 
circumſpet.in examining by the Scripture what they hear ;. their 

inc is the fruit by which falſe Prophets are to be known, Mat. 7. 13716. If 
ue according to the Scriptute, it is becauſe there is no liebt in them, l. f. 20 

4+ Vſe ſhould be made of the Miniſters appointed co teach us by him, wh 
aſcended up on high, an gave gifts to men, Apiſtlet, Prophets, Evangelifts, Pa 
ors, and Teachers, for the perje ling of the Saints, and edifying of the body of 
Chriſt, that we henceforth be no more children tofſed to and Fi, and carried about 
with every winde of dollrine, by the ſleight of men and cunning craftineſs, » bereby 
they lie in wait to decerve ; but ing the truth in love, may gr ub in 4 things 
unto him, "who is the bead even Cbrift, Eph.4.11,12,44,45. Certainly nothing 
more prevents the practices of deccivers, then learning from a lid Miziſtry 
and aſſociating with ſober and ſtable Chriſtians, | 
2.. To move us to make uſe of Chriſt as the true light, it is neceſſary thay we 
ſhould become — of y on — If ye ** — ſaich chriſt, 
65.9. 41. ye ſhould bave no fin, but now ye ſay we ſee, therefore your ſiaremgin- 
Urs L. e I am rich and encreaſed 20 goods, and haue need of m- 
thing, and knoweſt not that thou art wretched, and miſerable, and blinde, and 4. 
ked,.1 counſel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou maift be rich, and 
white raiment, that thou maiſt be clothed, and that the ſhame of thy nabedneſi , 
not appear, and anoint thine eyes with eyeſalve, that tho maiſt ſee, Rev.3.19,18 
They chat apprehend a light within them without Chriſt, are incurably blind; 
ſuch fond imaginations lock men {faſt up under invincible ignorance. Ax he 


ſaid, that to be incredulens is the ſinews of wiſdome ; ſo may I ſay, that to be 


of eur own darkneſs, is the readieſt way to. drive us to Chriſt the 
true light. Experience will tell us, that they who talk as if they knew u 
much as Preachers can tell them, are found when tried, the mot ignorant 
ſors; and theſe who are ſo well conceited of their own ſtrength and wil- 
dome, as to count the counſel and warning of others unneecſlary, bidding 
them not care for them, are ſoon caught by cunning deceivers. To become a 
wiſe improver of Chriſts light, it is of great moment ro diſcern our own 
bliadenefſs ; and then a Chriſtian learns moſt, when he findes his own i 
rance. Such ſenſe of our own emprineſs, begers an appetite to w 
doctrine ; when ſuch-as conceive themſelves full, have no ſtomack to the 
moſt precious truths of Teſus Chriſt, but arc filled with windy vanities. 

3- k concerns thoſeſto Whom the light of Chriſt is held ſorth not to ſhut 
their eyes againſt it when held before them. For this ſaith our Lord, Jabs. 
19, 20. # the condemnation that light is come into the world, and men loved darknejs 
rather then light, becauſe their deeds were evi. For every one thay doth evill la- 
teth the light, neither cometh to the light, lefl bis deeds ſhould be reproved. And 
indeed it is the ſigne of a man that is filthy and reſolved to be filthy, of a man 
incurable and ed to deſtruction, who ſhuns that light which direct 
him to diſcerne his errour and to learn his way. Nor can there be a greater 
indigaity to Chriſt then when he is come into the world to be one light to have 
our Minds poſſeſſed with a reſolution not to receive it. 

4. Iſ che light ſhine into thy ſoul from Chriſt, ſo as that any yr” = or 
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* | Chriſt is #6 be cheſen and” followed as 70 Light, 83 


Aſcoveries of truth from Chriſt ger into thee, cake heed that 

| g ith $ nor ſeek to quench it. The wrath of God, aan bokd ir not 
Ram. 1-18. is revealed from Heaven againſt all ee nd un bene 
men that bold the truth in unrighteaxſneſs. Where luſt imprifons lighe . J 
corrupt affeRions pur our the Lamp of truth there is no entrance of the light of 
Chriſt inte that ſoul. 


$, The light muſt be believed, as our Lord Chriſt faith, 


Jobn 12. 5. While 
we bave light we are to believe in th. light, that we may be children of Z ght, Be. 


ing the words of Chriſt is indeed t he reception of Chriſt as our Light. When 
— — the Goſpell of Chriſt , we do behold with open face — through 4 
glaſs the gloty of the Lor d, and are transformed into the ſame image from glory to 
glory as by the Pirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3-18. The more ſteddily we eye Chriſt 
tae more alſimilated we ſha!l be to him. His Doctrine will faſhion our minds, 
his example will direR our actiſe, ſo as that in a good ſenſe we ſhall be 
chriited wieh Chriſt, he will be in us and we in him, one with us and we with 
him, not we tive, but Chriſt -live in us. Faith is the Loaditone of the ſoul 
which drawes the ſoul to Chriſt, and makes a man to be as he was in this 
world crucified,riſen, aſcending up with him,dead to the world, living untoGod. 
6. There mpſt be a love of the light, Its the greateſt ſign of a man will- 
fully evil when he hates che ght, and irs 4 good fign of a man truly good, 
when he can delight in that light which diſcovers his own evils. Chrifk hatch 
therefore derermined chis ro be the great condemnation, that men love darkneſs 
yather then light : for chats the ſign they fide with the Prince of dark 
and that men that do the truth come to the light, that their deeds may be mani 
that they are wrought in God, John 3. 19, 20, 21. The more light | Hy 
the more purely voluntary any finis, when men are willingly ignorant they 
are incurably evil; But the more love and delight there is in the lighr of cruch 
the more freely it is choſen, and more fully imbraced. Light is a moſt deliohe. 
full quality, unleſs ir be to illaſſected eyes, and ſo is truch to all bur 
ſuch as are of A : the more Heavenly the gat is, the 
more pure , and ſo the of Chriſt the Lord from Heaven is the cleareſt 
truth and moſt amiable. Moſes gave a Law, but in ſhadowes ; Chriſt the only be- 
gotten Son which is in the boſome of the Father be hath declared God » and his will 
without obſcurity : He was full of grace and truth, then which nothing is 
more lovely, and therefore the more the averſeneſs is from the Goſpel of 
Chriſt che more eſtrangedneſs there is from the life of God, and the more the 
light of Chriſt is entertained, the morcof the love of God dwels in tiut 
7. That a man have light from Chriſt it is needfull be ſboald aw out of 
ſleep, Eph. 5. 14. A careleſs ſoul thats heedleſs of what truth is held forth, 
that ſnorts ſecurely, and dreams ſweetly of peace when there isno'peace is 
no more capable of benefit by the light of Chtiſt, then a man thats of a drouſie 
ſleepy head, that folds his hands, and mindes nothing but his bed and pitlow. 
Galas bodily light, not only fore eyes, but alſo drouſie — 


with light. Watching 1s neceſſary to the uſe of Chriſtian 1; , which being 


neglected, the Prince of darkneſs cafily bindes the hands and the hair as 

Daliſab did Sampſons, which makes his ſtrength depare from him. To keep 

eur ſoules ſaſe it is needſull we keep our eyes waking, and to pray with the 

Bſalmiſt, Lighten mine eyes that I ſleep not the fleey of death, Pl. 1 3.3. 
3 
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. 


-8. To this aſt he. joyned farding up Fore the dead, Eph. 5.14.) Graves 
4 — not fic roceptacles of light : To de among me 
who have no ſpiri tuall he in their ſoules, co be aſſociated with meer carnal 
wor laln x, Epicures, proud ſelfiſh men is us inconfiſtem wich 
the inoymem of te light o. Chriſt, as for a ſecing aua to lye among the dead, 
which are cut off from Gods hand. A child of light will have little but dark» 
nefs from ſuch unholy ſoules as are full of darkneſs, yea doubtleſs ſuch com- 
pany will by their own reaſonings, and Satans ſophiſtry blow out the ligt of 
Chriſt chat it ſhine not where they are. Hence it is that among ſuch perſons 
all diſcoveries of fin or duty, Gods coumnſell or Covenant, Chriſt and his Church, 
Heaven and Hell are tedious : No talk, or action among ſuch is more acceptable 
then that which proceeds from an earthly ſpirit. Seripture truth, holy Ser- 
mons, ſpiricuall experi are unſuitable to that mirth they delight in, thoſe 
contents that e them, thoſe ends they am at. Whence it is that they 
our that light, which croſſeth their deſignes, and wiſh that neither God did 
ſee them, nor Chriſt judg them, nor Preachers each them, nor any Saint con» 
verſe with them. Doubrieſs then a ſoul char #ffeRs theſe cannot long endure 
ſuch quench-coales, nor joyn with ſuch extinguiſhers; but as he is made a 
ch of light ſo chooſeth to be with them in whom is lig 

9. It will coacerne thoſe who own Chriſt as cheir light to judg themſelves 
and their wayes by hu light. It is che great benefit of light that it doth not make 
manifeſt, Eph. 5. 13. And thus by the light of Chriſt the evill of our wayes 
is reproved, the var ww" wo God —— : we know the righteouſneſs of God, 
and our unrightcoulneſs. Now dus is no (mall benefit to have light to diſcerne 
our own crrors, which without light frem Chriſt we ſhould never have un- 
ſtood. It is our advantage that God covers our fins, and we diſcover them. He 
that is ignorant of them cannot correct them: but walks en in them wirhout 
ſhame or ſorrow, as a man that walis in che night neither ſees how foul his 
cloathes are, nor knowes how to make them clean. Hence it comes to paſi 
that for want of — carriage of moſt is ſo unhandſome and unlike the Goſ- 
pell chat they not valy ſhame themſelves, bur al o cuuſe others to ſtumble. A 
wiſe Chriſtian therefore will be oſten judging himſelf by the light of law diſs 
covering his tranſgreſſions, and the light of che Goſpel ſhewing his eſtate in 


10. It will be needſull not only to uſe the light of Chriſt to judg our ſelves 
bur alſo to order our ations by. I am the light of the rid ſaith Chriſt, 
ob 8. 12. be that followeth me ſhall not walk in darkneſ;. There cannot be un- 
Chciſts light: there is no danger When Chriſt our light goes 

before. in the light ſaich Chriſt while ye have tbe light left darkneſs come 
nen you, John 13. 35. How many millions are there of ſoules perplexed and 
tortured all their life wich ſeares and doubt for want of walking by the light 
of Chriſt in Scripture, and choſing rather to walk by a light and ſparkes of 
their own kindling, which in the end either goes quite out or burnes ſo dime 
as. fo leave them in darkaeſs of ſpirit and horrour of conſcience. And no mar- 
vell ſich it is Gods juſt judgment, that fochas neglect the light Preached ſhould 
follow the mares of humane reaſon, the cuſtomes, dictates of men, 
and in coucluſion {ye down in ſorrow, Hai. $0. 11. ſuch fooliſh fires will lead 
to nothing but bogs and pracipices : But Chriſt the true light when his Goſpel 
s 
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is followed g «ides the feer of men into the w e, Luke 1. 79. Oh that then 
all that ralke of the light within them the light about them, even 
— Chriſts Goſpel and example, whereby the greateſt ſecurity is ob- 
rained and the ſureſt advancemen: with God, ſith he that followes Chriſt his 


- light ſhall be where he is. Then would men walk boneſtly —— in goed fa- 
* 


on, n in banquetings and ru er, not in chamberi „ . 
m ſtrife and envying, if they would put on the Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, and not make 
proviſion of the fl ſb unto luſts, Rom. 13. 13,14 

11. The light of Chriſt is to be uſed as our w or tooles to defend our 
ſelves or ro work with. The night js over, the day bath approached : let ws there- 


ore put off the workes of darkneſs, and put on the armour of light, Rom. 13. 12, 


The truth is , light is the chiefeſt inſtrument for ſaſety and work. If a man be 
withour light he can ncither defend himſelf nor offend an enemy. If any man 
wall inthe day be ſlumbleth nat becauſe he ſeeth the light of this world. But if « 
man walk in the night he flumblerh, becauſe there is no light in him, ſaith Chriſt 
Jobu 11. 9,10. I muſt work the s of bim that ſent me while it is day, the 
night cometh, when n» man can work , John p. 4. As the bodily light is given 
us by God to fight and work, ſo ſpirituall light is given us by Ghrift to fighe 
the good fight of Chriſt, and to do the workes of God. He then that would 
make uſe ot Chriſts ligh: muſt be armed with his Doctrine, that he may be able 
to repel Satans fiery daits, and expel him as Ghriſt did by the ſword of the Þirit 
which is the Word of God, Eph. 6.19. And he that would i the li 
muſt be doing that buſineſs which the word of Chriſt direct him to, ro 
that end it muſt dwell richly in dim in all wiſtdome, Col. 3. 16. Their own 
light in men wakes them rather wrangſers wich others ſometimes the beſt (as 
is ſeen in Quakers) then contenders againſt their own luſts, and moves them 
w diſturb others in their work, and to be bufe biſhops in anothers dioceſe, 
rather then to lookinto their own charge: but rhe light of Chriſt directs us to 
fteddy to be quiet and do eur own buſineſs, 1 Theſl. 4. 11. 

12. And Laſtly, Make uſe of the light of Chriſt for thy comfort and rejoyc- 
ing. The light of the eyes rejyceth the heart, Prov. 15, 30. Truly the light is 
ſweet, and ee it is to behold the Sun, Esel. 11. 7. But the light of 


Chriſt his Goſpel doth far more rejoyce the heart, and is much more delight- 
full to the ſoul then bodily light can be to the eyes. It is it which removes 
doubrs, griefs, fears, deſpair in life and at death. Oh how ſweetly might men 
live, how — might they dye, if they did make uſe of it? Light with- 
in you whatever Quakers tell you will leave you in ity, when you ſhall - 
have moſt need of comfort. But if you believe in the light of Chriſt as it is held 
out to you in the Goſpel you ſhall ſee the light of life. Be perſwad ed to diſclaime 
the pretended new light within you as your ſufficient guide to God, and chooſe 
the light of Chriſt from Heaven in his Goſpel to walk by, and it will guide and 
comſort you ſurely and ſweetly to eternal life. 
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